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Part VI WRITING (45 MIN)

Should we revive traditional Chinese characters or continue using simplified characters?
This has been an intensely discussed question for years. The following are the supporters’ and
opponents’ opinions. Read carefully the opinions from both sides and write your response in
about 200 words, in which you should first summarize briefly the opinions from both sides
and give your view on the issue.

Marks will be awarded for content relevance, content sufficiency, organization and

language quality. Failure to follow the above instructions may result in a loss of marks.

‘ YES NO

| Traditional characters, which date back tomore than In today’s world, efficiency matters
2000 years ago, have a more beautiful appearance most. Traditional characters, which
| and a more reasonable structure. As indicated by the usually have more strokes than
#i and % examples, traditional characters make simplified ones, are more difficult to
more sense, convey traditional values and can | learn. By contrast, simplified characters
‘therefore represent traditional culture. |are much easier to learn and use.

For two millennia, Chinese historical records and Over the past 50 years, lots of classic
classic works were written in traditional texts have been turned into
characters. To be able to read them and inherit simplified-character versions, which
traditional culture, we need to bring traditional means simplified characters can also
characters back. promote and preserve traditional culture.
! Politically, it is also necessary to restore traditional Constant simplification has been a trend
Chinese characters. Currently, traditional Chinese in the evolution of Chinese characters.
characters are still used in Hong Kong, Taiwan From the oracle bones script of 3000
and many Chinese communities around the world. years ago to traditional characters, the
'Restoring them can contribute to cross-Straits Chinese writing system has always been
‘exchanges and national reunification and unite | slimming down for better
| Chinese people around the world. communication.

Write your response on ANSWER SHEET THREE.
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i [ . Should We Revive Traditional Chinese Characters or Continue Ijsing
Simplified Characters?
‘ s .
FER B St AR Il Ak ep Uy (MR — T WA 2 A AT
CAAFE N TR EMBACAEN T B — i a2 a2 AR %
R EFRA TN b G SRR, AT e | S,
B S 4 5 4R R A

4
YEG R o — AT RO, IR A2, B
Jrie 5 1. ... it makes little difference to efficiency whether the characters

being typed are traditional or simplified.
438442 ... current Chinese scholars are hampered by their lack of ability to
read classical texts written in traditional characters.
‘ =
I G A 1 A . ... it would be good to begin to revive traditional

Chinese characters.

Should We Revive Traditional Chinese Characters or
Continue Using Simplified Characters?

Some argue that, in the modern age, traditional characters are outmoded, as the faster
pace of life leaves little room for extra effort. Others, however, believe that traditional
characters better express the richness of Chinese cultural heritage. I am in favor of the latter
opinion.

I do not agree that in the modern world there is no place for traditional characters. For
one thing, now that so many people do their writing by typing on a computer, it makes little
difference to efficiency whether the characters being typed are traditional or simplified.
Secondly, current Chinese scholars are hampered by their lack of ability to read classical
texts written in traditional characters. Though many classics have now been rendered into
simplified characters, this is not something that should be relied upon if we want to produce
world-class scholars of our own classical literature. It is also the case that if all the Chinese
communities around the world were writing in the same way, there would be less feeling of
division between us.

I therefore feel that it would be good to begin to revive traditional Chinese characters.
Less is not always better, and though simplified characters have played a very important part

5



in the history of China, it does not mean that they should continue to be the written expression

of Chinese language.

1 ST
X GHARIT R 69 51 3 B R, VR4 B e st e s R UL B — 7 AL R AT AN

AR P L CEAFERN TR AGINRAE; 5 —F W ETH LA AL P L2
FA AT 10 P B ARG AR, Wb d] R B TA9ALE, B 3B A St e R kP
(I am in favor of the latter opinion ), # @ § & @ 9K 3 8 £ #6 &.

EREE ORI AEE 9, vA1 do not agree that in the modern world there is no place
for traditional charactersiX &) #5/K L& F, 7] b B &# .

For one thing...

Secondly...

ESCAEA, KRR BRGNS B, ik —F 4 45k, L it would
be good to begin to revive traditional Chinese characters.

i LFAEE L@IRA Y, RK1FIK, 4eoutmode, leave little room for extra effort ,
heritage, it makes little difference to, lack of ability, render%¥

s
outmode v. {&---+-33 it hamper v. &4/, PAFS
richness n. £ %, S#M4 classical adj. &8, —RH
cultural heritage X4t &% render v. IR =Y

A

1. ... as the faster pace of life leaves little room for extra effort.

B A A SN AT AR RMR, FRFILTFELAL
2. Ido not agree that... there is no place for...
.3 N b SIS E AL IXAAE
3. It makes little difference to efficiency whether... or...
R e X3k A ok U R A
4. ... this is not something that should be relied upon if...

do e, EARRA KAV 0 R D,

| ERER
1. Should Ancient Buildings Be Protected or Knocked Down to Give Way to New
Buildings?
. Should Magazines Give Way to the News Media?
3. Should Young Couples Choose Traditional Weddings or Western Weddings?
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Part VI WRITING (45 MIN)

Should we revive traditional Chinese characters or continue using simplified
characters? This has been an intensely discussed question for years. The following are the
supporters’ and opponents’ opinions. Read carefully the opinions from both sides and write
your response in about 200 words, in which you should first summarize briefly the

opinions from both sides and give your view on the issue.

Marks will be awarded for content relevance, content sufficiency, organization and
language quality. Failure to follow the above instructions may result in a loss of marks.

YES
Traditional characters, which date back to more than
2000 years ago, have a more beautiful appearance
and a more reasonable structure. As indicated by the
B and 3 examples, traditional characters make
more sense, convey traditional values and can
therefore represent traditional culture.

For two millennia, Chinese historical records and
traditional
characters. To be able to read them and inherit

'classic works were written in
traditional culture, we need to bring traditional

characters back.

Politically, it is also necessary to restore traditional
Chinese characters. Currently, traditional Chinese
characters are still used in Hong Kong, Taiwan
and many Chinese communities around the world.
Restoring them can contribute to cross-Straits
exchanges and national reunification and unite
Chinese people around the world.

NO
In today's world, efficiency matters
most. Traditional characters, which
usually have more strokes than

simplified ones, are more difficult to
learn. By contrast, simplified characters
are much easier to learn and use.

Over the past 50 years, lots of classic
texts turned
simplified-character versions,

into
which
means simplified characters can also
promote and preserve traditional culture.

have  been

Constant simplification has been a trend
in the evolution of Chinese characters.
From the oracle bones script of 3000
years ago to traditional characters, the
Chinese writing system has always been
for better

slimming down

communication.
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Ft | EH st R Bk
| | According to a recent survey on Youare to write in three parts.

\
\ \ | college students’ mental well-being, In the first part, state the kind
\

i 120 percent of college students of stress you have experienced.
i How 1 Deal €xperience various kinds of stress. In the second part, explain how
| with Stress? | Interpersonal communication, you deal with the stress.

2015 .
- WMAIRZXS finding jobs, and study are among | In the last part, bring what you

‘ HJy? 'the top factors that cause anxiety have written to a natural
‘and stress among students. Have conclusion or make a
you ever had such problems? And summary.

how do you tackle the problem(s)?

. . : .
An undergraduate of English at a You are to write in three parts.

university, in a recent letter to the . .
o ) ) In the first part, state specifically
Should university’s president, complained L
Brulish ' what your opinion is.
ngls ‘about the mandatory maths classes

iayors Study he had to take. He said that
2014 Maths? b | or has litt] or two reasons to support your

T e i 2 Y3 S€ a S

it )2 ecause a language major has little

‘ | g iy | use for maths, he would forget all

In the second part, provide one

opinion.
. In the last part, bri hat
AN of his maths lessons soon after o part, bring what you

. . have written to a natural
taking the required exams. What
do you think of his opinion? conclusion or make a summary.

You are to write in three parts.
In the first part, state specifically

Most of us, as students, are careful
with our money in daily life: we oo

) ... | what your opinion is.
\ | collect all kinds of coupons ({1 1, he second part, provide one

7% ); we look for group-buy deals or two reasons or your

| 2013 L EREE if we eat out or travel; we don’t experience(s) to support your

‘ buy clothes unless in a sale. Opinion.
'In the last part, bring what you

}However, some people think that )
have written to a natural

‘all this may not make us smart ;
conclusion or make a

. PR
consumers. What is your opinion? summary.
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Dragon The Dragon Boat Festival ( i 4

Boat Festival 17) is one of the important national

S

Should Private
Car

festivals in China.

VRecently government agencies in
some big cities have been studying
the possibility of putting a
“pollution tax” on private cars.

The amount of tax private car

Owners owners would have to pay would

Be Taxed for depend on the emission levels, i.e.

Pollution?
MR EEE

T

| BBl

|
Should College

Students Hire
Cleaners?

PN R SRR
IOL %
B 4

‘engine or vehicle size. This has
caused quite a stir among the
public. Some regard it as an
control the

‘effective  way to

number of cars and reduce
pollution in the city. But others
don’t think so. What is your

opinion?

It was recently reported in a
‘newspaper that six students who
shared a dorm at a local university
hired a cleaner to do laundry and
cleaning once a week. And each of
them paid her 60 yuan a month.
This has led to a heated debate as to
whether college students should

hire cleaners.

S E
HHEER
First, you should tell what you
know about the festival.
Second, you should describe

how you or other people

usually observe the festival.

You are to write in three parts.

In the first part, state
specifically what your opinion
is.

In the second part, provide one
or two reasons to support your
opinion.

In the last part, bring what you
have written to a natural

conclusion or make a

summary.

You are to write in three parts.

In the first part, state clearly
what your view is.

In the second part, support
your view with appropriate
reasons.

In the last part, bring what you
have written to a natural

conclusion or  mke a

summary.



