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First Met Vanessa

Zhen Wang

Vanessa was still a young child when | first met her. | could feel the extraordinary of her
artworks when | saw them at the very first time. However, due to my limited understanding
of art, | couldn’t really say much about them; but one thing | was certain was that there

was something special in her art, that made it different from the others.

As Vanessa grows up, | get the chance to see more of her art through her mother’s
Wechat; the colors and compositions remind me of the eastern and western paintings |
saw from the galleries. One time | had the chance to take a closer look at her art when |
was invited to visit her house; there was no doubt | was impressed. | always believe, apart
from the talent of the child herself, the effort of her family to lead her to the right way is

also an important factor.

Right now, Vanessa is studying at an American high school with her aim to keep pursuing
her dream. I've heard that this is also a school with great art programs and has good
connection with colleges strong in arts. The school is located in California within the
national park near the 17-mile-drive, and is very close to Carmel, an artistic town famous

for all of its galleries.

By looking at where this high school is located, | believe it is difficult for this school to be
isolated from arts. Through her mother's Wechat, | keep seeing all the artworks she has
created and all the awards she has received. Looks like not only has Vanessa become a

grown-up teenage girl, her skills in visual art have also improved a lot.

Although | know that Da Vinci was a genius in both science and arts, it is still rare to
see an art student who is also great at science at such age. Nevertheless, Vanessa has
proved to me that she can be a master in both areas because of her perfect grades in all

the subjects at school.

In my eyes, a straight-A student like Vanessa should have continued her path in Chinese

Al




Al

local schools like other Chinese students have done, but she chose to follow her own
heart, give up her study at one of the best schools in Shanghai, Huayu Middle School, and

go to America herself to pursue her goal.

This is what we call dedication. It is unbelievable if we look at it with an eye of ordinary
people. Right now | want to tell Vanessa how remarkable she is. And of course, | also

want to tell her parents how remarkable they are as well.

You choose to respect Vanessa's choice deep down in her heart and ignore those
things other people chase after. It is so wise and unusual no matter how you look at
it. Sometimes | even feel that it is a daring decision if from the perspective of current

education and viewpoints.

When | met Vanessa’s parents at a gathering before New Year, they occasionally revealed
that they intended to put all of Vanessa’s artworks together into a portfolio, as her birthday
gift. | immediately volunteered to offer assistance, and managed to get Shanghai Scientific

and Technological Literature Press to help publish her very first portfolio.

Here | would like to express all of my gratitude. And lastly, | sincerely hope that Vanessa

will have a wonderful life and achieve all of her dreams!
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Get to Know Vanessa and Experience her Dream

Yongming Tang (Famous Artist, Executive Director of Zhejiang Oil Painters
Association, Supervisor of Zhejiang Contemporary Oil Painting Academy, Deputy
Secretary-General of Hangzhou Oil Painting Academy, Assistant Editor and Deputy
Director of Art Weekly by Zhejiang University of Media and Communications, currently
working at China Academy of Art)

Vanessa, she is the girl who wanted to be an artist when she was just five. She was called an “Art
Genius” by Wenbiao Xue, the current curator of Shanghai Contemporary Youth Art Museum, who
suggested her mother to foster this to-be-artist. Or maybe | should say, she is the young Shanghainese
girl Vanessa, who has already become an artist.

Vanessa was born in 1999. Right now she is a junior studying at Robert Louis Stevenson School, a
straight-A student perfect in all subjects. She loves visual art, photography, swimming, horseback riding,
running, skateboard, table tennis, golf, writing, piano, guitar, singing, archaeology, seal cutting, graphic
design, handcrafting, and all the things interesting to her. This is Vanessa, the girl who has so many
hobbies but still chooses to be an artist, a lively girl who loves her life.

Vanessa was born in Shanghai, and she also grew up in Shanghai. Her passion for arts was shown when
she just entered Shanghai Oriental Kindergarten. Young Vanessa, who had a strong affinity for animals,
could just start drawing lovely lions, frogs, crocodiles, dinosaurs and Indian mice the moment she picked
up the pen. When she was five, she did a Chinese ink painting of little birds and announced that she was
going to be an artist specializing in birds. From this very point, her goal was to be an artist after she grew
up, an artist full of imaginations and creativities like Da Vinci and Andy Warhol. In order to achieve her
dream, Vanessa gave up her opportunity to travel abroad during the summer break, but instead went to
Huashan Art Academy to study arts. After entering Shanghai Fushan Foreign Language Primary School,
the way of learning with happiness adopted by the teachers there allowed Vanessa to improve faster.
She was not only outstanding in academics, but got more time to paint. Since then, Vanessa’s passion
for arts had become stronger and stronger. She not only took the regular art lessons at school, but also
had digital art classes every Monday and Thursday noon, and comic classes of Fushan and Art Milo oil
painting classes organized by Shanghai Contemporary Youth Art Museum during the weekends, and
was called a genius by the curator Wenbiao Xue. From this point, Vanessa started to have all types of
artworks including comics, oil paintings, gouache and digital art. Not only Vanessa received the title of
“I am an art genius,” but also hundreds of her gouache paintings were chosen as illustrations in Wenjun
Qin’s 366 Children Classic Stories Collection. Vanessa was especially outstanding in digital art: her piece
done on computer “Reading Time on the Beach” received the First Prize in 2007 of the Fourth National
“Star of Art” Kids Competition; her computer art “Opera” received the Second Prize in 2008 of the Eighth
National “Star River” Kids Competition; her computer art “Window” was selected for the 2008 Fushan Art
Exhibition “Experiencing the Time” and was exhibited at Jinmao Tower; it also received the First Prize in
2009 the Ninth National “Star River” Kids Competition.

Since 2006, Vanessa, who just started her study at Fushan Foreign Language Primary School, became
also a student of Liu Haisu Art Museum, Hai Feng Art Academy. This unstoppable young artist learned a
lot from all these artist teachers by taking classes every weekend. The curator of Liu Haisu Art Museum
and Hai Feng Art Academy, Peicheng Zhang always emphasizes the importance of fostering these young
and talented artists. He not only teaches these young artists himself, but also invites well-known artists
Weiping Zhou and Yue Liu, teacher of Fine Arts College of Shanghai University, Yingtao Weng, teacher
of Fine Arts College of Shanghai Normal University, and Song Han to teach the children. Under the
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education by these teachers, Vanessa created lots of impressive paintings with her bold brushstrokes.
On Children’s Day of 2007, her extemporaneous painting “My Dream Has Come True” won 10,000 Yuan
and the Prize of Best Performance in the on-site painting contest hosted by Benetton; “The Amazing Trip
to Egypt” won the Prize of Sakura in the tenth Shanghai “Sakura Cup” painting contest; “Super Cheering
Team” won the Second Prize in Pudong “Sakura Cup” painting contest; “Voyage” was selected in the
2006 Kids’ Creative Art Exhibition in Shanghai Contemporary Youth Art Museum; “Still Life” was selected
by the 2007 “Kids Say It All” exhibition in Liu Haisu Art Museum; in November of 2007, “Shanghai Speed”
and “The New Look of Pudong Airport” were selected for the Shanghai Art Exhibition and were exhibited
in the Shanghai Art Museum; in December, “Departure” was selected for Shanghai China-Japan Teenage
Creative Art Exhibition in Liu Haisu Art Museum; on Children’s Day of 2008, “My Eyes” was selected
for the “Golden Age 2008 Shanghai Teenage Art Exhibition™ and was exhibited in the Shanghai Library;
“Rhythm” was selected for “The Bond of Children’s Hearts 2008 Children’s Day Kids Art Exhibition” in Liu
Haisu Art Museum; “Schoolbags in Heaven” was selected for “Flying Love — 2008 Children’s Day Kids Art
Exhibition” in Shanghai Art Museum; on Children’s Day of 2009, “Flower Sea” and “A Scene of the Park”
were selected for “Kids Say It All 2009, the Fifth Liu Haisu Art Museum Hai Feng Art Academy Youth Art
Exhibition” and were exhibited in the Song Jiang Art Museum. Among these, in 2008, “My Eyes”, “Rhythm”,
and “Schoolbags in Heaven” were auctioned when they were exhibiting at the same time for donation
to Sichuan earthquake zone through Shanghai Artists Association, Shanghai Charity Foundation, and
Shanghai Children’s Health Foundation.

Since Vanessa loves to visit Shanghai Science and Technology Museum, Shanghai Museum and
Shanghai Art Museum in her spare time, certainly she would not miss the 2010 Shanghai Expo hosted
in her hometown. From May to October, she visited Expo again and again. When it was closed, Vanessa
had already become a middle school student at Huayu Middle School. In a competitive school like
Huayu, although the atmosphere was very stressful, Vanessa managed to keep her grades excellent and
stable, and at the same time did her best to use the spare time to continue pursuing her artist dream.
She even passed level ten of piano test, which is the highest level for piano skill examination in China.
In this period, Vanessa’'s art had become more mature and sophisticated without losing its creativity
and imagination. In 2010, “Up” received honorable mention in Cathay Life Insurance “Beautiful Dreams,
Colorful World” Kids Painting Competition; “Everybody is Equal in front of the Law” received First Prize
in 2011 of the fifth Huayu Middle School Cartoon Drawing Competition; “Blu” received the Third Place in
2011 of the Fifth Huayu Middle School Decoration Art Contest; “Companion” was selected for the “Happy
Honghong — 2011 Excellent Youth Art Exhibition” in Shanghai Tou-Se-We Art Museum and received First
Prize in 2011 of the Ninth National “Teenage Art Cup Annual Art Exhibition”; “Overlook” was selected
for “Happy Honghong — 2012 Excellent Youth Art Exhibition” in Shanghai Tou-Se-We Art Museum, and
was formally collected and kept by Shanghai Xuhui Art Museum; “Rhythm” was selected for the 2012
Maries Cup, Shanghai Teenage Art Exhibition and was exhibited at Shanghai Pudong Library; “Iron man”
was selected for “Happy Honghong—2013 Excellent Youth Art Exhibition” and was exhibited in Shanghai
Changning District Library.

After Vanessa entered Shanghai United International School, the two-year IGCSE study at SUIS wholly
in English was easy and enjoyable for her. During her study at SUIS, Vanessa continued chasing her
artist dream. In 2014 she received SUIS Art Award and Second Prize for SUIS Art Week Photography
Competition; her “Candy Factory” received Second Prize in the 2014 Art and Writing Competition hosted
by “City Weekend” magazine; “Magic Cockatoo” received Third Prize in City Weekend's 2015 Art and
Writing Competition; “Blessing of the Mountain” received Special Award from 2014 “Beautiful China”
Teenager Painting Contest hosted by Henkel, Germany; “String Quartet of Four Seasons” won the
champion of the painting competition “Impression of Grand Theater” hosted by Shanghai Grand Theatre.

Efforts deserve gains. Vanessa’s dream was still to be an artist when she was 15 years old and the
target was clearer. She even had the goal to study arts in America. Over the past ten years, she had
been endeavoring towards her dream, using all of her free time to create artworks. Because of her
perseverance and pursuit of perfection, her talents have been displayed very quickly and preserved until



