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Summary

This is the third volume of the author’s Three Discourses on Wisdom .
Focusing on turning the theory (of wisdom) into virtues (of the free
personality), this book mainly deals with axiological questions or questions
concerning the realm of values. In the realm of values, the cognitive dialectics
discussed in the first volume displays itself in the fact that the virtues of the free
personality are cultivated through activities creating values of truth, goodness,
beauty and the like.

The book is divided into two parts: the first four chapters illustrate the
human essence characterized by seeking freedom, and how it develops itself in
the realm of values through valuation and creation. The remaining six chapters
first explore one by one the ideals and values in various cultural realms, such as
mytholoy. philosophy. science, morality and arts, and then discuss the sphere
of freedom in general in which the values of truth, goodness and beauty
converge with each other, and the road by which the mankind reaches this
sphere.

Consisting of values of truth, goodness. beauty. utility and so on. the
integrated system of values is penetrated by the cognitive dialectics. The latter
displays itself here mainly in two aspects: the unity between the ideal and the
reality,and the unity between Heaven (tian) and Man (ren). or that between
Human Nature (xing) and Heavenly Way (dao), with labor as the unifying
force in both cases. A reasonable system of values contains the following
principles: naturalism and humanism dialectically united with each other on the
basis of free labor; the all - round development of man’s essential power, which

includes both rational and irrational sides (feeling and volition); the mutual
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promotion of free personality and collective spirit aiming at the ideal goal both
of the emancipation of the individual and the great harmony of socity. The
process of creating culture is also the one in which human beings cultivate

themselves. heighten their values, and develop free personalities.
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