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This anthology is dedicated to the nurturing and supparting Henan Polytechnic University
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™ About the photographer

Professor Yang Jiantang, a senior international photographer, born in Nanyang, Henan province, is currently the director of Visual Arts Center of
Henan Polytechnic University, the executive director of both Chinese Association of Higher Education Photography Professional Committee and the
National College Photography Association, the vice president of the Photographic Society of Henan Universities, the member of China Photographers
Association and China Art Photography Association, and the five star member of the International Photography Association. He engages in photographic
education, creation and theoretical research for more than twenty years, and compiled textbooks, such as "Photographic Aesthetics and Art Creation”
and so on. Since 1991, a number of his photographic works have been published on the "Guangming Daily", "Popular Photography" and other
newspapers; many pieces of his works won awards in both domestic and international photography contests. His works were awarded Silver Award by
the Photographic Society of America (PSA), Blue Ribbon Award by the International Photography Union (FIAP), the Collection Award sponsored by the
China Photographers Association contest, and the "Principal Award" of the Calligraphy, Painting and Photography Works of University Principals Held by

the National Ministry of Education. In 2014, he won the title of “Ten Outstanding landscape Photographer” of Henan Province.
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™ preface

Plain yet Deep Sentiment of Art
YU Deshui

Photography is defined in textbooks as a physical and chemical process: the light is applied to the film in a camera or the photosensitive surface of an electronic
device, thereby acquiring images. With a history of only 170 years, described as a method of science and technology, photography, in the 21st century, is changing
unprecedentedly the structure and ecology of the whole culture; the photographic images, in the visual sense, have not only endowed a new definition to culture, but-also
changed the way of people's information delivery. Back to the 1970s, Susan Sontag was already keenly aware of this new trend of culture: “photographs are as much an
interpretation of the world as paintings and drawings are.”

Facing Mr. Yang Jiantang's photographic works, we strongly feel that photography, as a culture, has integrated more and more deeply into the reality, and against
this background, the camera in the author’s hands has become his ways of understanding and experiencing the world. His artistic expression, by means of photography
and images, provides an artistic space for the viewers to enter the spiritual dimension.

The Work, “The Sunlight Enveloped Land”, which bears great symbolic meanings and endless poetic senses, gives viewers such a strong artistic feeling which can
be expressed like this: “ It seems to be in a flash, gushing out of a sunrise wakes up the sleeping earth; that touch of warm morning sunlight illuminates the outline of the
land: buildings and walls along the river shore possess national cultural characteristics and imagery flavors; the mother river glowing cold light meanders across the land,
but people can obviously feel the surging rapids and torrents of spring under the snow-covered river." | think that when Mr. Yang Jiantang was observing the real scene
from the camera viewfinder, there must be an illusion, beyond time, space and outside the scene of reality, penetrated into the author's imagery. The boundary and
difference between the objective record description of the world and the phenotype narration of the photographer’s inner world become faint and integrate into a complete
artistic expression of the author's profound knowledge and artistic skills.

Among Mr. Yang Jiantang's images, from the vast expanse of desert and prairie grass under the cloud, to the North's pure white snow and the lush fields of the South,
the author’s use and control of "light" is an important language form of his artistic expression. In his works, the light’s color, hue, emotion, as well as changes and tones
etc., all make the picture sharp or soft, bright or warm, loud or quiet, resounding or crooning, and poetic flavors overflow the pictures. Facing the infinite vastness of the
natural life, he holds the breath and cautiously or decisively captures broad or narrow perspectives, far or near fragments, or inclusion and exclusion of parts of the
landscape objects; he judges and considers the color changes in lights, every fluctuation of shadow levels, as well as the space segmentation and portfolio of lines,
patiently watching the goal in mind, until the advent of the most wonderful moment. Behind carefully created and captured light moments, he, in fact, wants to dig and
release the accumulated spiritual temperament and deep emotion of art.

While Mr. Yang Jiantang stations his affection in nature, focusing on the performance of the magnificent landscape and showing all the inner life through images, his
works surge out fresh cultural ambiences, which are high-spirited tones, distant emotions or the vast artistic conceptions, all showing a life prospect of cantabile solitude

mood through time, space and the history. Thus also shows his plain yet deep sentiment of art.

October 13th, 2014, in Zheng Zhou

Yu Deshui Chairman of Photographers of Henan Province
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