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A Dialectical Analysis of Engels’s Famous Thesis of
“Technology Determines Tactics”
Liu Jifeng, Liu Yangyue, Zhao Yang

Abstract : Engels’s famous thesis of “technology determinines tactics” is a judgment

made with regard to some specific era in history. More specifically, it refers to the skirmish
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battle rooted in the firearms technology invented in the American Revolution and completed in
the French Revolution. It does not apply to the relationship of technology and tactics before or
after that specific period. Since the beginning of the 20th century, revolutions in the military
arena have shown that our era has been typically characterized by interaction between
technology and tactics, as well as synchronization of thought and action. So we must show
courage in exploring the military strategy and tactics in an effort to meet the challenges of the
future military technology, as well as guiding the future development of military technology,
thus effectively deepening the military revolution with Chinese characteristics.

Keywords: Technology; Tactics; Dialectical Relationship
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