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This book is written with the needs of those aspirant SAT test takers in mind. It is NOT compiled as an
exhaustive listing of all the meanings of the words found in the SAT vocabulary, a task better left to an
authoritative dictionary such as the Merriam-Webster’ s Collegiate Dictionary ( 11th edition) or the American
Heritage Dictionary of the English language. This book is more of a workbook that aims to familiarize students
with the meanings and usages in which those words normally appear in real SAT verbal tests. As such the book is
test-focused and results-oriented. If you are one of those self-motivated students who are looking to build a strong
vocabulary in order to boost their SAT verbal test scores, this is the book for you.

The 3500-0dd words included in this book are selected from the various well-known SAT prep publications,
representing the most up-to-date approximation of the body of words most likely to be tested on SAT. As they are
drawn from multiple sources, the chances of judgmental bias or important words being left out are minimized.

The entries in the book are organized into 74 word lists, each consisting of 40 to 50 words. Words are
allotted to these lists randomly, instead of in alphabetical order. This seemingly haphazard arrangement is opted
to give students an alternative approach to building up their SAT vocabulary. Feedback from students at IVY 100
Education has been positive. Many students who used to memorize SAT words alphabetically find the new
approach a refreshing change.

In line with the book’ s emphasis on test preparation and results, only those meanings and usages that
frequently appear in SAT are provided and explained in the word lists. This selectivity is favored to ensure focus.
In addition, practice exercises in the form of word-box questions and multiple-choice questions are provided at
the end of each word list to give students sample contexts within which to understand and memorize the words.
Our experience with students over the years has borne out the theory that a good way of learning new words is to
put them in a meaningful and easily visualized context: once a word is connected to a visual image in the mind,
chances are it is going to stay.

In writing the practice questions, we have drawn sentences primarily from Western sources. Among writers
quoted are Thucydides, Francis Bacon, Adam Smith, Shakespeare, William M. Thackeray, Bernard Shaw,
Voltaire, Victor Hugo, Virginia Woolf, Jack London, and Henry D. Thoreau, to name a few. Contemporary
journalism is another important source; newspapers and popular magazines cited include The New York Times,
The Wall Street Journal, The Washington Post, Newsweek , BusinessWeek, The New Yorker, The Huffington Post,
The New York Review of Books, Forbes, The Los Angeles Times, The Guardian/Observer, The Economist, The
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Global and Mail, and so on. We have authored a good percentage of the sentences where appropriate. The
remaining ones are selected from other miscellaneous sources. Subject matters covered in these sentences range
from history, literature, art, music, biology and sciences to economics, politics, philosophy, religion,
sociology , psychology, archeology, anthropology, ecology and so forth. The intention is to mimic the content and
types of questions students will encounter in the real SAT so that they are sufficiently exposed to and prepared for
the test materials by using this book.

NEW SAT Complete Vocabulary Workbook has been updated to include more high-quality, authentic and
finely contextualized multiple-choice sentence completion questions at the end of each word list. Another new
feature of this edition is the incorporation of a string of words game at regular intervals throughout the book.
Basically passages written using words drawn from the word lists, these games are designed to show students how
to learn new words in a creative and fun way. Typically a passage uses between 15 and 20 words from the
preceding word list to form a narrative, monologue, or reflective piece in such areas as Nature, literature,
history, popular culture, and contemporary life. Satire and humor are employed to make the texts more
entertaining with no intention to disparage any particular group, culture, belief system, or characteristic
behavior. The third change in this new edition is the reshuffling of the multiple-choice sentence completion
questions across the book so that students get to practice at the end of each word list not only words they have just
learned but also those they learned a few word lists before; this is meant to give students a chance to review and
solidify what they learned a short while ago.

Although the new SAT will use a redesigned format and structure, with the declared aim of making the test
more geared towards testing students’ ability to understand the meaning of a word or phrase in a longer context

it

and to gauge how the author’ s word choice “impacts meaning, style and tone” , the essence of the test remains
the same. A solid grasp of basic SAT vocabulary is essential to understanding the more nuanced SAT reading
passages and cracking more challenging reading comprehension questions. Indeed, the redesigned SAT makes
vocabulary even more important, not less so as some students, parents and teachers are led to believe.
Therefore, students should take SAT vocabulary even more seriously than before. The updated edition of NEW
SAT Complete Vocabulary Workbook addresses that need.

We hope you will enjoy using the book.
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