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Preface
Inaki Abalos

DESIGN AGAINST SMOG is a provocative headline.
It makes us immediately rethink the role of Design
in Contemporary City. AIR THROUGH THE LENDS
OF THERMODYNAMIC ARCHITECTURE, dispels any
last doubt: It is about designing air or with air on a
Thermodynamic Principles basis. No more, no less.

Professor Li Linxue's proposal for Tongji University
International Summer School can't be any more
thrusting or pertinent. What is he suggesting? A
number of chosen students from some of the most
prestigious Architecture Schools are invited to rethink
that bastardly defined thing moderns called Space,
subtly related to Time, now turned into a materially
qualified something—Air, that volatile material,
constituted however of particles and corpuscles,
whose handling may attend to physic and chemical
principles, described by contemporary sciences as the
thermodynamic principles governing life and death,
time in the end.

DESIGN AGAINST SMOG is therefore an invitation
to broach Design from its most immaterial condition,
those directly linked to Life and Wealth if | dare say.
The approach is specially relevant to be developed
in Shanghai and China, where the application
of scientific thermodynamic criteria is no longer
considered an abstract intellectual hypothesis, but a
basic social and political matter. This days spectacular
shape, ornamental pattern or textural frenzy, does not
mean quality anymore. Very otherwise, quality relies
in the pure experience of a differential way of life,
intensified and pleasant, in a not so merciless city
asked to become conspiratorial with people daily life.

"The return to a new normality in Chinese cities" has
been spoken, and many have taken profit of this open
door to conservatism and nostalgia, in a longing cry for
"better past times". Normality, if something like that
still exists nowadays, could only be expressed in real-

K Preface

life quality terms, and throughout a material culture.
Materials surround us, support our quotidian activities,
allow them to be a dignified real path to progress.

To Professor Li Linxue, Thermodynamics means
better life. An other architectonic quality, other way
of teaching architecture, of gazing the past and
judging Modernity. Other way to face the Future
and find the place our scientific knowledge drives
to, while designing in a context of ever faster urban
growing, already reached speeds and scales that make
unfeasible any way back, any nostalgic reaction, nor
this of the old neither that of the moderns. Orphans,
parentless children. Left alone, with no tradition or
modernity, we face a paradoxical duality. But now we
start to know how to handle this building material,
how to make our buildings out of Air. Both the
solution and the problem, the material contents all the
potentialities and dimensions.

As we already said, the posed subject of the
workshop and the participants selection is as
ambitious as it can be. But, is it possible to respond
to all this deep cross-disciplinary questions through
this fast-kind academic modules summer workshops
are? The reader that holds this book in his hands has
the right to answer himself back. My opinion as a
Jury Member, who listened and largely discussed the
exhibited team's work, cannot be other than positive.
Passion, quality, and thirst for knowledge, lent on
Professor Li Linxue's team managing adroitness, gave
birth to embryonic workshop and book edition. The
reader can taste what in my opinion is a unique true
example of a future time to come given in advance.
An extremely competent generation figures out the
designed shapes that may embody interior and exterior
spatial quality, and rethinks building typologies and
street life within new public boundaries. This whole
ensemble of ideas demonstrate that thermodynamics
applied to design is a powerful tool to redefine failed
processes and techniques some keep on working
within urban planning and design.
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