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BOOK FIFTEEN

Chapter XXXVI

Criticisms of the Ancients,
Series One

36.1

When Duke Wen of Jin was about to fight the Chu forces, he sum-
moned Uncle Fan and asked him: “We are about te fight the Chus. They are
many. We are few. What shall we do?” In reply Uncle Fan Said: *“Your
servant has heard, in observing the rules of strict etiquette, gentlemen never
become weary of loyalty and faithfulness: in engaging enemies at the
battlefield. they never disapprove the measures of deception and falsification.
May Your Highness deceive them by all means!” After sending out Uncle
Fan, Duke Wen summoned Yong Ji and asked him: “We are about to fight
the Chus. They are many. We are few. What shall we do?”" In reply Yong Ji
said: “If you burn the forest and go hunting, you will temporarily have
much game. but there will be no more animals left afterwards. If you adopt
the measure of deception in dealing with people, yvou may have the advan-
tage for a time, but the same measure can never be repeated afterwards.”
“Right,” said Duke Wen. Then he sent Yong Ji out. However. by applying
Uncle Fan’s stratagem. he engaged the Chus and defeated them. After his
victorious return, when he conferred ranks. he ranked Yong Ji first and
Uncle Fan next. Thereupon the body of officials said: ““The victory at Cheng-
Pu was due to Uncle Fan’s stratagem. Is 1t right to take his advice and put
him in the second place?” In response Duke Wen said: “This is not what
vou. gentlemen. understand. To be sure. what Uncle Fan suggested was a
temporary expediency; whercas what Yong Ji advised was an everlasting
advantage.” Hearing about this, Zhongni said: “How reasonable it must be
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that Duke Wen became Hegemonic Ruler! He knew both the temporary
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expediency and the everlasting advantage.”
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36.2

Some critic says: Yong Ji’s reply did not suit Duke Wen’s question. As
a rule, who replies to a question must make out the objective, and give his
reply according to whether the object of the question is either big or small,
urgent or lenient. If the objective of the question is high and big but the
reply is low and narrow. the enlightened sovereign will not accept it. Now
Duke Wen asked Yong Ji how to face the many with the few, but Yong Ji
replied, “The same measure can never be repeated afterwards.” Thereby
the reply was not to the point of the question. On the other hand, Duke Wen
himself did not understand either a temporary expediency or an everlasting
advantage. If he won the war at all, he could safeguard his country and
stabilize his position while his army would become strong and his prestige
would be enhanced. Therefore. even though there might be another war
much greater than this. why should he worry that he would not gain an-
other everlasting advantage? If he lost the war, the country would decline
and the army would become weak while he would die broken-hearted and
lose his fame. Thus, if he could hardly evade the impending death of the
present. how could he have time to wait for an everlasting advantage? The
everlasting advantage rested with the present victory. The present victory
depended upon deception of the enemies. In short, the deception of en-
emies implied an everlasting advantage. Hence the saying: “Yong Ji's reply
did not suit Duke Wen's question.” Furthermore, Duke Wen did not under-
stand Uncle Fan’s suggestion. By saying. “Gentlemen never disapprove the
measure of deception and falsification.” Uncle Fan did not mean that they
approved the deception of their own people. but meant that they approved
the deception of their enemies. After all. enemies belonged to the country
they were attacking. Even though the same could not be repeated. what
harm would there be in adopting the measure of deception? Did Duke Wen
rank Yong Ji first for Yong Ji's meritorious service? The victory over Chu

and the defeat of the enemies were due to Uncle Fan's stratagem. however.
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