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Preface

Nostalgia has become a buzzword across China since
the 2013 Central Conference on Urbanization. Statistics
show that the number of the floating population in China was
245 million in 2013 and 80% of them were from rural areas.

It is safe to say that one in three peasants have left the
countryside. Faced with this unprecedented revolutionary
urbanization, we cannot but ask ourselves: what do we want
to make and what do we want to keep? In this regard, Pres-
ident Xi Jinping has explicitly demanded that urbanization
aims to integrate cities with nature so as to enable residents
to enjoy the landscape and remember their roots. It's not
only a demand but also a worry that deserves the concern of
whoever loves their homes and country.

In the book From the Soil, Mr. Fei Xiaotong has pro-
posed a question that whether the urbanization will erode
the true colors of the countryside and cut off its culture
traditions. For the purposes of sharing, keeping and feeling
the nostalgia, we have compiled and published a series of
10 volumes under the name Nostalgia of China. We want
to emphasize how ordinary Chinese people miss the rural
landscape from the past and love their home country during
this historical transformation period via pictures and essays
themed around a sense of nostalgia. We also intend to,

Nostalgia, aroused by

A white cloud
A clear spring

A small rowboat
Or the sentiment

of yearning;

by guiding public opinion, draw the attention of the whole
society to the preservation of traditional villages in China
and their ecological culture so as to pass down the fine folk
customs and achieve a win-win outcome between develop-

ment and conservation through rural urbanization.

In order to collect nostalgia-themed materials from the
whole society, we organized the Nostalgia of China Essay
Competition and selected the top 50 authors through maga-
zines and internet media like MicroBlog, which was judged by
a panel of renowned photographers such as Xie Hailong, Yu
Yuntian and Duan Yueheng. After a unified training session
on the culture of traditional villages in China, these authors
were sent to assigned villages and stayed for 7 to 15 days to
observe first-hand gaining personal experience and shoot
photos before submitting individual reports and correspond-
ing photos; all of which were used to compile these 10
volumes.

These selected villages are the most nostalgia pro-
voking communities with the most Chinese characteristics
recognized by organs as the State Administration of Cultural
Heritage. The series cover a total of 100 traditional villages

which are categorized into 10 volumes, in the sequence ac-



Nostalgia is
The key
to dust-laden

memories
And

always
on the mind of
those traveling
afar.

cording to when dawn breaks. All the photos within are taken
first-hand and all the essays are composed by the authors
through investigations, interviews and collection. Highlighted
is each village’s beauty as a traditional village and its core
features that needs to be conserved. Each of the village is
photographically presented through five aspects: overview,
characteristic architecture, villagers and the village itself,
handicrafts and historical relics. In many cases, aerial
photography was used so as to give the readers a compre-
hensive view of the village as well as a better taste of the
nostalgia that comes along with it.

Nostalgia is an unspoken verse, an uncopiable painting,
a quest with no coming back, and a vigil with no end. On the
way of urbanization, an increasing number of people are
leaving their beautiful home villages for modern cities, but
more and more ancient villages, buildings and craftsmanship
are disappearing. Villages where we used to live and play are
put under protection, and hometowns are fading into inac-

cessible memories.

We do hope that upon the publishing of this series, we
could not only help you recall your memories, but also mo-
tivate you to think and act. It is a mission for every Chinese

to keep nostalgia in mind and a responsibility to guard that
nostalgia.

Now, let’s start the book with a paragraph beautifully

written by a city planner Zhou Xiaoying below.

“A sycamore tree in its fifties or sixties stands before
our house. It sends forth a delicate fragrance in the spring
and provides shelter for us to play on a swing and enjoy the
chirping of cicadas in the summer. There's a pond not far
away from it, where little fish swim freely. Beside the pond,
an ancient millstone rendered a perfect place for me and the
fellas to play the house game or catch cicadas...”

Editorial Board
Feb.1,2016
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Qver 40 ancient cuos from
the Ming and Qing Dynas-
ties in the village are all neat-
ly and uniformly arranged by
the waterside with red tiles,
walls and flush gable
rooftops whose cocked
ridges resemble swallow
tails. At both sides of each
house are saddle-shaped
walls with red-ink paintings
of flowers and birds on top.

Jje seems simple
and elegant all at once
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