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PREFACE

From October 2012 to January 2013, the National Palace Museum hosted the exhibition, The
Cultural Grandeur of the Western Zhou Dynasty, in collaboration with the Shaanxi Provincial Cultural
Relics Exchange Association. The exhibition brought together 176 invaluable cultural antiquities from
nine museums and archaeological institutes in Shaanxi Province, and was subsequently ranked the best-
attended exhibition of 2013 by The Art Newspaper of the United Kingdom. On the opening night of the
exhibition, President Zhao Rong of the Exchange Association and the nine directors of the participating
museums and institutes noted the difficulty of bringing together so many priceless items from the
collections of different institutions to this exhibition, which would be quite a challenging feat even if
hosted in Mainland China. President Zhao and the directors also expressed their admiration for the deft
fusion of modern design with ancient artifacts at the exhibition, which not only helped to bring out the
richness and splendor of Western Zhou civilization, but also highlighted the beautiful craftsmanship
and technological progress of the bronze, jade, and pottery artifacts on display. At the time, President
Zhao and the participating curators expressed interest in future collaboration, which eventually led to
the planning and launch of Qin « Yong: Special Exhibition of Qin Culture and the Terracotta Warriors.

Among the Chinese community, there are few indeed who do not know of the First Emperor,
Qinshihuang. With the discovery of the underground terracotta army on the east side of Qinshihuang’s
Mausoleum in Lintong County of Shaanxi in 1974, followed by UNESCO recognition of the area
as a World Heritage site in 1987, world leaders and tourists have flocked to the site. In addition, the
excavated relics and terracotta warriors have toured more than 200 museums across five continents,
allowing Qinshihuang to achieve world renown. However, the massive empire built by the First
Emperor, as well as its relations with Western Zhou, its intermingling with the Rong and Di tribes, and
the impressive terracotta army that it gave rise to, all remain the subject of intense study by historians.
The curator of this special exhibition, Dr. Tsai Ching-liang of the Department of Antiquities at the
National Palace Museum, is a dedicated scholar of ancient Chinese history and art. Following his
success as the curator of The Cultural Grandeur of the Western Zhou Dynasty exhibition, Dr. Tsai again
brings his expertise to the Qin « Yong: Special Exhibition of Qin Culture and the Terracotta Warriors.
In this showcase of the latest archacological findings pertaining to Qin, Dr. Tsai seeks to present the
Taiwanese public with a comprehensive understanding of the rise of Qin. Starting from the middle
Western Zhou Period, Qin first came under the influence of Zhou culture, then assimilated the culture
of the Rong tribes, and after going through a turbulent period of over 700 years, finally reached its peak
as an empire. The impact of Qin goes beyond its transient sovereignty of 15 years under two emperors,
with influences on Chinese civil administration, regional governance, social ranking, religion, writing,
weights and measures, and laws.

This special exhibition consists of five main sections: “Qin, Zhou, and Rong,” “Eastward to
Hegemony,” “Reform and Change,
Footsteps of Qin.” Altogether, 189 items and sets, including bronzes, gold and silver artifacts, jades,

29 &

Qinshihuang-The First Emperor,” and “Han: Continuing In the

pottery, pottery figurines, coins, stone rubbings, bamboo and wooden slips, lacquerware, chariots, and
weapons will be displayed across 15 subsections, which trace 700 years of Qin development from the
early Western Zhou Period to the Qin Dynasty, as well as the influence of Qin on the Han Dynasty
and beyond. Importantly, among the exhibits loaned from 19 archaeological institutes and museums



in Shaanxi and Gansu Provinces and the Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica, the
proportion of Grade One cultural relics is unprecedented for exhibitions of Qin culture, and major
finds such as the “Pugu” oracle bone, ge dagger-axe of Ziche, grave goods of Western Rong nobles,
and the reconstructed chariot of a Rong noble, will be on display. These artifacts rank among the most
important archaeological discoveries of recent years, and this exhibition marks their first journey over
the sea to Taiwan. The curatorial team will introduce the audience to widely-debated topics on Qin
culture in academia through these latest archaeological discoveries, such as the origins of the Qin
people, the relationship between Qin and Rong, the notable achievement of Rong culture, and the
curious family background of Qinshihuang. The catalogue for this exhibition has been divided into
two volumes due to the large number of exhibits, Tracing the Roots of Ying Qin, and Reverberations
of Qin Heritage. In 15 chapters of exquisite images and insightful text, Dr. Tsai presents the origins
of the Qin people, the emulation of Zhou by Qin, the servitude of the Rong tribes to Qin, the official
investiture of Qin, the formative 300 years at the Qin Capital of Yongcheng, the treasure of Yimen,
the internal management, commandery-county system, and household registration policies of Qin, the
birth and background of Qinshihuang, the conquest of the six states, the underground mausoleum of the
First Emperor, and the continuation of Qin systems, religious worship, and aesthetic sense by the Han
Dynasty.

Finally, I would like to express my sincerest gratitude to President Zhao Rong of the Shaanxi
Provincial Cultural Relics Exchange Association and Director Ma Yu-Ping of the Cultural Relics
Administrative Committee of Gansu Province, who were crucial to the gathering of artifacts from
19 institutes, including the Emperor Qinshihuang’s Mausoleum Site Museum, Shaanxi History
Museum, Shaanxi Provincial Institute of Archaeology, Xi’an Museum, Xianyang Museum, Xianyang
Municipal Institute of Archaeology and Conservation, Baoji Bronze Ware Museum, Baoji City
Archaeological Team, Chencang District Museum of Baoji City, Fengxiang County Museum, Baoji
Pre-Qin Mausoleum Museum, Qishan County Museum, Longxian County Museum, Gansu Provincial
Museum, Gansu Provincial Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology, Gansu Bamboo and Wooden
Slips Museum, Tianshui Museum, Lixian County Museum, and the Museum of Zhangjiachuan
Autonomous County. My appreciation also goes to Researcher Chen Chao-jung of the Institute of
History and Philology at the Academia Sinica, for her advice and loan of six rubbings. Special thanks
go to Tsai Mei-fen, former Chief Curator of the Department of Antiquities, for the effort invested in
this exhibition prior to her retirement, and to the exhibition planning team led by Chief Curator Yu
Pei-chin and Section Chief Wu Hsiao-yun. The sponsor, General Manager Bill Lin of Media Sphere
Communications, has spared no expense in the organization process, and is confident in the success of
the exhibition. 1 deeply hope that attendance at the Qin « Yong: Special Exhibition of Qin Culture and
the Terracotta Warriors will surpass the Terracotta Warriors: Special Exhibition of Qin Culture hosted
in 2000, and once again provoke interest in Qin culture among the Taiwanese public.

Funj /‘7/7 = C/m

Director of the National Palace Museum
April 10, 2016
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