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Preface

The New Target College English series is the most comprehensive English language
textbook series that I have seen. The whole series is based on the new college English
curriculum guidelines set by the Ministry of Education, which emphasizes both training
in basic skills and the development of cross-cultural awareness and some ESP skills. The
contents of the textbooks are ideal for achieving these goals.

There is a primary focus on reading and writing in the Integrated Course but the reading
texts also serve as a basis for creative thinking and developing speaking skills. The topics of
each unit have been very carefully chosen to reflect the global role that English now plays.
I was especially pleased to see that the reading passages were extensive rather than the
fashionable short texts that figure in many contemporary textbooks. There is — very rightly
— a major emphasis on developing students’ vocabulary, including both words and phrz;lses.

The New Target College English series also focuses on academic listening and speaking
with the specially designed Video Course. Readings in Western Culture and Readings in Chinese
Culture provide extensive reading materials in both Chinese and Western cultures while
Readings in Science and Technology and Readings in the Humanities and Social Sciences are
designed as ESP materials to enhance students’ academic skills in English. This series will
appeal to a wide range of teachers with its blend of traditional type and communicative
activities.

A key feature of the series is that it aims to cater to the different needs of Chinese
students at different levels and locations. There is a rich array of learning activities in
each course that will allow teachers the opportunities to select those activities that they
consider best suited to their own students. Teachers can also elect to use one, two or all of
the courses in the complete series based on their students’ English proficiency and the aims
and objectives of the English curriculum in their own college. My hope, however, is that

they will take advantage of the whole series.



The textbook series also takes account of the fact that many Chinese college students
will need to use English to further their own academic studies. Thus there are activities
specifically directed at the English language skills and strategies that students will need to
study through the medium of English.

My lifelong work in second language acquisition points to one key principle that needs
to inform the design of language courses — namely, the importance of providing as much
input in the second language as possible. Language learning is a slow and gradual process
that can only be successful if learners are exposed to massive amounts of input. Most
language courses consist only of the main textbooks, which by themselves can never ensure
the quantity of input needed to achieve high levels of proficiency. The New Target College
English series is a very welcome exception.

I am very happy to endorse the New Target College English series.

Rod Ellis
Distinguished Professor, University of Auckland
Changjiang Scholar, Shanghai International Studies University
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Unit 1
FINE ARTS AND MUSIE

Part | Lesson Plan

1. Goals

Content
In this unit, students read anecdotes about three well-known artists and how visual
arts and music are interrelated. Students will also learn about the artworks mentioned in

the readings.

Cognition & Affect
Students will develop their aesthetic appreciation of artworks, evaluative perspec-

tives, and expressive abilities in English in both oral and written forms.

Language
Students will enhance their language sensitivity, and descriptive language power in

visual arts and music.

2. Objectives

After completing this unit, students will be able to:

1) develop multi-sensory connections induced by visual arts and music;

2) analyze and discuss the reasons behind the connections between paintings and music
through the examples'discussed in the three readings;

3) demonstrate full understanding of at least one of the texts through intensive reading
including all the details, art specific vocabulary, and descriptive and figurative
language;

4) achieve a reading fluency speed of about 120 words per minute with at least 85%

accuracy;

1



5) write a descriptive/narrative essay on the topic of the relationship between fine arts

and music with a clear thesis statement.

3. Text Analysis

Theme

This unit includes three readings with a central theme of fine arts and music.
Reading A is about Leonardo da Vinci’s unfinished dream — building a bronze horse
for the Duke of Milan. Reading B describes the rough journey one of Vincent van
Gogh’s paintings made from an attic to a museum. Reading C discusses how Wassily
Kandinsky’s artwork is related to music and how synaesthesia is displayed in his works.
While the three readings narrate some aspects of the life stories of the three artists, the

content is highly interesting and the theme will be novel to most students.

Possible Difficulties
1) Background Knowledge Gaps

a) Most students will have heard of Leonardo da Vinci and Vincent van Gogh and
their famous paintings, such as Mona Lisa and Sunflowers, but not so many will
know of Kandinsky, the Russian artist described in Reading C. Neither will
students know much about the cross-influences between art and music, which is
one of the central themes of this unit.

b) Other areas of historical and cultural background include the Renaissance,
impressionist painting, and life style of the periods during which the three artists
lived, e.g. patrons of artists, weaponry of the time, which explains a key reason why
Leonardo da Vinci could not finish the bronze horse, etc.

c¢) Geographical background information about Europe: Students will know of
Europe in general, but will not necessarily have much knowledge about the places
mentioned in the readings. A map of Europe with those places marked or flagged
would be of great help.

So, it is important that information related to above areas be provided to facilitate
students’ full comprehension and target language development.
2) Vocabulary Challenge

a) An unusually large number of proper nouns of foreign places, people, and titles of
artwork, more than 50 in total, excluding the names of the three artists, are likely
to be unfamiliar to students, difficult to pronounce and even more difficult to
remember.

b) Art- and history-related words and phrases, such as Renaissance, sculptor, curator,

authenticating, and underpainting, etc., may also be challenging to students.

2 N



4. Lesson Procedures
Reading A

Overall Strategies

1) Students might be interested in the topic of this reading since the protagonist is an
artist familiar to them. So, learning could be led by the students, rather than by the
teacher, i.e. Reciprocal Teaching Approach would be a great option.

2) The focus should be on text-to-text and text-to-self relationships, i.e., let students
connect the reading to their own understanding about the artist. The goal is an
overall, broad comprehension.

3) Vocabulary building is important.

Instructional Approach/Method

Guided Discussion and Reciprocal Teaching

Lead-in: Ask students to say something they know about Leonardo da Vinci, and

e ——
.

share with the class ONE of his artworks that they like most, and ask them why.

Guided Discussion: What is Leonardo da Vinci’s horse?

Reciprocal Teaching: Students work in groups of 4-6, each in charge of one section

of the reading. Then each group has ONE person teach the whole class that section. |
. Guided Reading: The teacher points out some new words and expressions, or some

difficult concepts and sentences to ensure student comprehension accuracy at about
85-95%.

Ending Activity: Ask students to do a free writing activity on a possible end for

the story. Questions may be asked such as: What do you think will happen after

P N

Leonardo da Vinci’s death? Will people just leave his dream unfinished?

Reading B
Warm-Up

First show some artworks by Chinese and Western artists, including the pieces in the
following chart. Then hand out to students the following survey chart. Ask each student

to survey at least five classmates and write down their answers on the form.

3



