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Preface by Minister

When Taiwan’s north-south High Speed Railway (HSR) rolled into full
operation on March 2, 2007, it seemed to resemble an energetic dragon
leaping through and over the fields, countryside, cities and towns. Since
then, the HSR has established a tight link between the major urban areas of
Taiwan’s western corridor, brought people closer together and has provided all
communities of western Taiwan an easy access to each other within the same
day. Thus, the HSR’s fast, safe, comfortable, convenient, high-quality service
has set a new milestone in Taiwan’s inter-city transportation and at the same
time has reduced the developmental gap between urban and rural areas by
stimulating widespread regional industrial development.

The completion of the HSR line is only the beginning of a new era for
transport in Taiwan; the Government will continue to promote development
of station areas in the future to ensure that the HSR stations will serve as
regional gateways. In the long-term, the linkage and integration of the HSR,
Taiwan Railways, metro systems and highways to form a seamless, highly
efficient public transportation network will extend the versatility of the HSR's
connections, shorten local and inter-city travel time and enable the HSR to
perform its complete role as the island’s main transportation backbone.

This volume, "Taiwan High Speed Rail From The Air", is the first collection
of aerial photographs that captures the landscape along the HSR route
and faithfully displays Taiwan’s many different bridge structures, tunnels,
stations and station district from a grand perspective. The exquisitely
composed images and accompanying text underscore the HSR's extraordinary
achievements while documenting the ecological scenery along the HSR’s path.

As an embodiment of Taiwan’s innovation and a symbol of its prosperity
and success, the rapid movement of the HSR continues to bring about more
benefits and inspire new visions for the people of Taiwan and all of us can
look forward to an even brighter future as it becomes more closely linked with
our socio-economic development and uplifts our progressi\(e way of life.

Aol

Minister
Ministry of Transportation and Communications




Preface by Director General

“High Speed Rail Project Pictorials” contain a collection of photographs of the Taiwan
High Speed Railway commissioned and compiled by the Bureau of High Speed Rail
after the system went into operation. The first volume, "Taiwan HSR Launches a New
Era", records the beauty of the stations during the first year of operation, portrays the
system's service facilities, chronicles the HSR's historic first official trip and
expresses the feeling of joy and achievement that prevailed during the initial period of
operations. The second volume, "The Beauty of Construction", assembles images of
important construction methods and technologies from the time the HSR was built. It
displays the imposing scale of the construction process together with the magnificent
HSR infrastructure. By this, it ensures that distant memories of the project and its
formidable challenges could be revived and passed on to future generations.

The "Taiwan High Speed Rail From The Air" includes aerial photographs of the
HSR, its stations and depots. It is supplemented with narratives on the major rivers,
railways, roads, cities and surrounding areas along the route. It presents to the
readers a bird’s-eye view of a new transportation corridor while capturing the grand
landscape scenery of Western Taiwan. Passing through an expanse of natural
scenery on its journey from the North to the South, the HSR rolls past the mountains of
Northern Taiwan, across the rivers and streams of Central Taiwan, and into the
expansive plain of Southern Taiwan. Amongst the heavily populated urban areas
of the North, Central and the South, the HSR meanders past Taiwan's distinguished
technology centers, science parks and the vital rice-growing area of the Chianan Plain.

Because of the diversity of terrain and in order to keep potential impact
and interference to local traffic, agriculture, industry and development to a
minimum, 76.2% of the HSR line is elevated and another 14.3% is in more than 50
tunnels running through the mountains and hills. The remaining 9.5% of the line
comprises other types of track structures. The HSR sets a fine example of how a large
infrastructural project with its difficult engineering feats and complex construction
activities could, by considering the environment, conquer and maintain ecological
harmony with the natural surrounding.

The books in this series have consistently maintained a high quality standard
thanks to the tireless dedication of an exceptional team of editors and contributors.
This reflects the same commitment made by all of the HSR construction teams in
ensuring that passengers on the HSR are able to enjoy a comfortable and high
quality service. We are grateful to the Taiwan High Speed Rail Corporation (THSRC)
for their professional assistance for their review and to all of the colleagues within the
Bureau of High Speed Rail (BOHSR) who have put so much effort into the book.
Finally, we would like to express our utmost respect for all those personnel who
participated in the planning, design and construction of the HSR project. We
hope that the publication of these books will collectively allow all to appreciate the
magnitude and challenges of the HSR project, recognize the unique and delicate
coexistence between the system and nature and continue to marvel at the beauty of
“Taiwan, Formosa, Beautiful Island”.

Direct eneral
Bureau of High Speed Rail, MOTC
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To paraphrase the words of the ancient Chinese philosopher Zhuang Zi, "The earth and sky were brought forth with me, and the multitudes of things are as one with me". Or, to put it
more mildly, we must (alternative:- conserve our natural habitat), otherwise we will suffer the consequences. With the increasing awareness of environmental protection and the need for
conserving our resources, it is therefore no secret that preserving our environment is one crucial aspect of engineering construction. Indeed, the success of the Taiwan High Speed Railway
(HSR) project not only depended on building a fast, convenient and comfortable link between northern and southern Taiwan, but at the same time also retaining all of its majestic beauty.

Taiwan'’s High Speed Railway project began formally in 1990. The original plans called for a government-led construction but it was ultimately decided to build the HSR in partnership
with the private sector on a Build—Operate-Transfer (BOT) basis. Seven years later after the commencement of construction on 1* March 2000, the entire HSR line opened for commercial
operation on 2™ March 2007. It realized the government’s vision of turning Taiwan’s western corridor into a "one-day living circle" facilitating a more balanced development of and across
Taiwan’s regions by reducing the pace of development between urban and rural areas.

The 345-kilometer HSR line passes through 14 cities and counties and 77 villages and townships. To varying degrees, some of these communities and its surrounding environment were
naturally subjected to the negative impact of having such a large type of infrastructure built right next door but thanks to the dedicated efforts of the construction team and assistance
from private and public groups, environmental protection and restoration measures were a success. As a result, the land along the HSR line has already been fully restored to its original
conditions. In fact, to monitor the situation, the Bureau of High Speed Rail (BOHSR) regularly took aerial photographs along the line while the HSR was being built. This was to observe any
changes in the topography before and after the HSR construction to ensure that, as in the words of the Zhongyong, "The things of the earth can grow without harming each other,
and roads can pass without interfering with each other".

This volume contains aerial photographs along the HSR line from the early days after commencement of operation. It includes photographs of major facilities and the landscape scenery
along the line. The book is divided into three separate north-to-south sections focusing on northern Taiwan, central Taiwan, and southern Taiwan. It depicts the results of the HSR project
seen from the broadest possible angle. The more than 100 images in this volume include scenes from major cities; the long "dragon-like" form of the HSR shuttling against a backdrop
of green earth and blue sky; the novel and distinctive forms of the stations; the surrounding station districts which are of great importance to investors; the planned sub-division of land
parcels in Miaoli, Changhua and Yunlin Stations; the spacious maintenance depots; bridges crossing major rivers; tunnels penetrating the mountains; lush slopes at the tunnel entrances;
intersections with highways and other railways; and the access roads. These images provide the readers views of the topography of the land from an aerial perspective and appreciate the

enormous magnitude of the HSR project.

As you will soon see, an aerial view of the HSR is stunningly different from the view at ground level. Apart from appreciating the noteworthy achievements of this project, this book also
reveals the beauty of Taiwan'’s landscape and natural scenery. In the moments when these photographs were taken, the photographers bore eternal witness to all of the nameless heroes
who made the HSR a reality. Nowadays, as the HSR has established itself as a major fast artery of transportation along Taiwan’s western corridor, more and more people and industries are
moving to adjacent areas. This has led to the possibility of more threats and negative impact to the ecology and to sustainability of the environment. The landscape is rapidly changing. It
is hoped that the relevant agencies will respond quickly to resolve any harmful ramification to this situation so that our future generation in thirty or even fifty years from now, will still be
able to appreciate and experience the timeless beauty of Formosa.
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