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Abstract

In 2015, Guangzhou focused on the construction of “Three Center, One
System” and made achievements in its commerce and trade industry with strategy
of innovation-driving, stabilizing growth, transformation and upgrading against the
sluggish recovering world economy and increasing turning-down pressure of
domestic economy. With the retail sales of commodity reached 793. 3 billion yuan
up 11% over last year, and the total sales of commodities exceeded 5000 billion
yuan, domestic trade boosted economic growth robustly. The transformation and
upgrading pace was quickened and the transformation from the City of Business of
Thousands of Years to Modern Business Center started showing effects. The total
import and export value reached 830. 641 billion yuan revealing the establishment
of a strong trade and commerce city. Business environment remained leading
among cities in mainland china, and was rated by Forbes as the top commercial city
for five consecutive years. The status of International Commerce and Trade Center
kept rising with the city’s gradual infrastructure perfection and enlarging
congregating and radiating function.

Year 2016 will see a complicated market environment both at home and
abroad as well as a series of uncertainties, yet there are still opportunities and
interior advantages for development, particularly, the national strategy of One Belt
One Road and FTZ development which will bring about tremendous reform and
development bonus, supply-side reform and deep-digging of demand which will
produce more consumption potentials, the upgrading of Pan-PRD regional
cooperation to national level strategy which will effectively enhance the radiant
radius of Guangzhou’s commerce and trade industry, etc. .

The Annual Report on Commerce & Trade Industry Development in
Guangzhou is co-edited by Guangzhou Academy of Social Sciences, Guangzhou

Municipal commission of commerce and Guangzhou General Chamber of
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Commerce, and published by Social Sciences Academic Press as one of the
Guangzhou Blue Book series published annually and issued nation-wide. The
Annual Report provides valuable references for government officials, researchers
and the public to understand the general information, features and trends in the
development of commerce and trade industry in Guangzhou. It is also an important
platform for specialists and experts to discuss and exchange ideas about Guangzhou’s
commerce and trade industry.

The Annual Report on Commerce & Trade Industry Development in
Guangzhou (2016 ) consists of seven parts including general report, strategy
reports, special reports, industry reports, regional reports, major events and
appendix. Strategic thinking and policy suggestions are highlighted in this year’s
Report under the background of foreign and domestic trade integration, the One
Belt One Road national strategy as well as Guangzhou’s Three Center One System
target. The Report contains 300 thousand words and twenty more reports by
research institutes, government departments, scholars and experts from Guangzhou
and other regions. Developing strategies are discussed in the Report from different
perspectives; basic information, features and highlights of commerce and trade
industry development in Guangzhou in 2015 is manifested from various angles and
the trend in 2016 is predicted based on multi-dimensional analysis of affecting
factors.

The term commerce and trade industry in this book refers to the concept of
modern comprehensive commerce and trade industry. It not only includes the
traditional retail business, cater industry and wholesale trade industry, but also
involves industries directly related to merchandise trade which include business
conference and exhibition, e-commerce, foreign trade, logistics and other newly

emerging industries and trade models as well.
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