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A RARE FLOWER IN FULL BLOOM AMONG GREEN HILLS BESIDE CLEAR WATERS

by Zheng Nai Guang — Honorary Director of Yan Shan Art Institute

Mt. Cang Qian Shan of Fuzhou City is a world famous scenic spot.
The island is encircled by the torrential waters of Min River. Here is dot-
ted with the ancient giant green banyan trees. There is also the Yan Tai
Hill towering aloft the river which has gone through numerous historical
changes. When you go up the hill and keep the sky and waters in view,
how your thoughts surge in your mind! This is indeed my dreamland
where my soul lingers about. Now in the nineties, the establishment of a
high leveled scientific and technological district has made Mt. Cang Qian
Shan with the fame for being a cultural district even more perfect. Here
colleges and schools stand in great numbers and a galaxy of outstanding
personages gather in one hall. Quite a number of celebrities famous for
calligraphy and painting are together under one roof. What' s more, in
the art department of Fujian Teachers’ University —the so called cradle
of art education—a distinguished gathering of teachers, students. profes-
sors, celebrities and a number of young artists who are counted as the
newly emerging force, work in perfect harmony. The ties of their com-
mon enthusiasm in life and their common ideal have bound them closely
together. When in the eighties, China had risen quite abruptly and had
begun to implement the reform-and-open policies of our socialist mother-
land on the well-planned initative of the Party and government leaders of
Cangshan District, Yan Shan Art Institute came into being. The brand-
new institute is now standing with its graceful bearing in the new world
of calligraphy and painting. The aruists of calligraphy and painting of the
institute work assiduously cultivating blossoms of art with painstaking ef-
forts. Their good work has enriched the people’ s cultural lives. Actually
they have dedicated their love of truth, beauty and goodness to the soci-
ety.

Works of calligraphy and painting are most valuable for their unique
styles and original creativeness. Different styles are cultivated and
formed on the basis of life and through the practice of painting. As artists
of Yan Shan Art Institute have taken root in their own soil, with true and
deep feelings, their pens and ink are soaked with intense emotion. They
fully depicted the flourishing atmosphere of our motherland. The unique
magnificent view of mountains and rivers, the surpassingly beautiful
hundred flowers, the elegant postures of rare birds and the talented and
romantic personages are full of vigour and vitality in all their works.
Their amorous folk paintings are rich in local flavour. Their paintings of
historical personages not only imply new ideas but also have their distin-
guished individuality. Their landscape paintings can well represent the
trend of the times. Paintings of rare birds and flowers are full of vim and
vitality. All these works are not a bit presumptuous, nor do they imply
ideas of nihility, neither do they include any disheartened secular com-
monplace ideas. The excellent conduct and good behavior of the artists
are really estimable.

In the past 8 years, guided by the “double-hundred” policy and the
“double —for™ orientation, artists of Yan Shan Art Institute went down
to the grass-roots units and established ties with people in pen-and-ink.

They had expressed their sincere solicitude for the old generals and orga-
nized friendly activities with specialized households in villages and people
in the opened up area Ma Wei. They had also been to the islands in the
sea and famous mountains. In Fuzhou, Pingtan, Minging, Shaowu and
Mt. Wu-Yi they had put on exhibitions and exchanged experiences with
people there. They had had joint Savings Exhibition Tours with the
Labour Unicn of the Fuzhou Finance Trade by displaying a hundred
pieces of works of paintings and calligraphy. They had been successively
invited to display their works at the First National Art Festival in Shen-
vang and then at the Second National Art Festival in Fuzhou. Their
works of beauty were most influential in 3 citites, 5 prefectures and 8
counties in Fujian and some other provinces. Their works had evoked en-
thusiastic repercussions and were highly praised by people. There is a spe-
cial page in Fujian Pictorial which has introduced the Yan Shan Art Insti-
tute and the works of its artists. Fine works and articles by more than 10
of its artists have been published on special pages in different issues of
Fujian Pictorial so their achievements can be known far and wide even in
foreign countries.

In recent years, the artists of painting and calligraphy of Yan Shan
Art Institute have won brilliant achievements in their creative work.
Many of their fine works had been chosen and put on display at national
and international exhibitions of painting and calligraphy. Some of these
works had won prizes of gold or silver and prize for fine works. A few of
them were even engraved on stone tablets. A certain number of them
were collected by art galleries, museums and - xhibition halls. 9 of the
artists held their personal exhibitions at home, 5 of them held their per-
sonal exhibitions in Hongkong, Taiwan and foreign couutries. More than
10 of the artists had their monographs, painting albums and painting vol-
umes published. 5 of them had their huge works of mountains and rivers.
fine brushwork of birds and flowers videotaped into series respectively as
teaching material, record of the history of painting and films of special
topics. No wonder that Yan Shan Art Institute is worthy to be considered
a high leveled force of art in our province with tremendous strength and
great vitality. It is like a rare flower in full bloom by the side of the East
Sea whiich has attracted worldwide attention. Now the artists have select-
ed a number of their fine works created in ree=nt years and have them
compiled and printed into an album. 1 feel exceedingly happy about the
work because it is something most gratifying in the world of art in Fu-
jian. Mt. Cang Qian Shan is the place where I lived for quite a long time
and is also the place we old artist friends and new acquaintances cheerful-
ly gather and meet, talking happily about our work of art and wielding
our painting brushes together in high spirits. Our intimate friendly rela-
tions have formed the predestined relationship in calligraphy and paint-
ing. All the exhilarating scenes are dearly borne in my mind. Now when
these works of art are being sent to the press, I sincerely wish that Yan
Shan Art Institute will scale new heights of art.
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