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Veterinarians have a vital role to play in changing the ways animals are cared for and
treated worldwide. Whether working hands-on with animals and owners, or using their ex-
pertise to advise governments and international organisations, veterinarians are catalysts.
They inspire and guide changes that improve the welfare of billions of animals and people's
lives for the better.

World Animal Protection has more than 25 years experience working in animal welfare
education worldwide, and we are delighted to be working with the Chinese Veterinary Medi-
cal Association (CVMA), through our 2013 Memorandum of Understanding.

Our Concepts in Animal Welfare teaching materials have been shared with more than
850 veterinary schools in 27 countries - including China -across Latin America, Africa and A-
sia. We also collaborate with the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE), the World
Veterinary Association, and other leading global veterinary organisations.

With CVMA we are dedicated to making animal welfare an integral part of the academic
curriculum across China. This is an exciting initiative for us all as the Chinese education
system does not yet fully address animal welfare. Animal welfare research and practice also
needs further development.

Consequently, Chinese veterinarians are in a unique position. As respected ambassa-
dors they can press for the establishment of animal welfare science and ethics, both as ac-
ademic disciplines and within veterinary education. This is important to fulfil OIE guidelines,
which state that all veterinary graduates must have a good understanding of animal welfare
as a day one competency.

At World Animal Protection we are looking forward to our continued collaboration with
the CVMA, and other key partners, to progress veterinary animal welfare education in Chi-
na. We are certain this will not only enhance veterinary education standards and the global
profile of Chinese veterinarians, but move the nation to improve the lives of millions of ani-
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