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During the more than 5,000 years of
Chinese history, wine and wine culture has
always occupied an important position.
Wine is a special form of food belonging
to the material category. Yet wine has also
entered people's spiritual life. In the course
of Chinese civilization, wine has almost
penetrated into all spheres of social life. The
significance of wine-drinking often goes
beyond the drinking itself.

Ancient Chinese people summarized
the role of wine into three categories: to
treat diseases, to maintain good health,
and to beef-up rituals. During all kinds of
state ceremonies or important civil events,
banquets furbished with good wine were
usually hosted to entertain the guests, to
mark the significance of the occasion and to
show hospitality of the host. The course of
wine-drinking always involved a process of
cultural dissemination, where views were
exchanged, wisdoms displayed, information
shared and emotions enhanced. During the
past several thousand years, Chinese wine
culture has been interpreted as a rich and
colorful one, like the lingering aroma of

wine.



SRR ZN, P EFF GRS A
WA P EEREE N R-E/\E
A, PEERNHAHZEREA, A
18t e NI G, P85 Bl L 2F
LAY . R AR
LG EARRKIRE . P D S
HAh— AT R ZWG AR R . L
KR (Jbilifz ) PEEmIcE T &
TIIPREA , 17 P8 7 % SR FH 2 bk
HoRB )L b E e A 24

“hEMEE R 5 R
rE & ChE AR RPANHE .
mBEETEPE, RALETHPE
W, T E R S

China has been a unique case in the
wine history of the world. The essence of
wine-making in China is to make wine with
yeast. The time when Chinese people in
ancient times began to use yeast to make
wine was 3,000 years earlier than that of the
Europeans. This is certainly related to China's
long history of agricultural civilization. In
138 B.C., Zhang Qian was sent on a mission
to the Western Regions and brought back
grapes and wine artisans. Since then China
began to produce grape wine. This was some
seven or eight hundred years earlier than
that in France. China invented the distilling
technology during the Eastern Han Dynasty.
When the technology was introduced to
Europe in the eighteenth Century, it greatly
improved the traditional brewery technology
in the occident, which involved two steps,
saccharifying cereals with malt starch and
fermenting with microzyme sugar. Another
contribution China made to the world was
to cook the wine in order to prevent acerbity
or deterioration. The book North Mountain
Wine Scripture published during the Northern
Song Dynasty Period elaborated the wine
cooking and heating technology. This was
more than seven hundred years earlier than
that in the occident.

“The wine world in China” and “Chinese
wine in the world” can be regarded as the
two sides of “China's business card” . If
someone wants to learn about China, it is
necessary for him/her to learn about Chinese
wines and the unique wine culture in China.
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China enjoys a long history on wine brewing and wine drinking. The
emergence of Chinese wine could be traced back to ancient times. In
the course of history, the improvement of wine brewing technology
in China has always been accompanied by the enrichment of the
wine culture. Shining the sparks of wisdom, Chinese wine has often
unintentionally become a cherished variety within the world wine
community with enduring fame. Wine occupied an important position
in the course of Chinese history. Wine has been indispensable for
international banquets, social events and daily activities. Indeed,
wine has comprised an integral part of the Chinese history and the

Chinese culture.
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Pottery Container with Bird Patterns (Neolithic
Age, approx. 8500~4500 years ago)

> Origin of Chinese Wine

Chinese wine originated at least earlier
than the time when “Cang Jie created
the Chinese Characters” about 4,600
years ago. So the written records are
insufficient as evidence of the history of
Chinese wine. About 7,000 years ago,
pottery jars were used by ancestors of the
Banpo Village people near Xi'an City.
During the late Neolithic Age Period,
many earthen utensils, such as wine or
offering containers, pots, wine cups and
mugs appeared. Cang Jie was born in
Baishui County of Shaanxi Province, one
of the cradles of Chinese wine. Cang Jie
was the designated historiographer of
the Yellow Emperor, but unfortunately
among the twenty-eight characters he
created and survived the times, the word

“wine” was not included.
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Pottery Flagon (Liangzhu Culture, 3300
B.C.-2200B.C.)

The history of wine is also longer
than that of the recorded history of
states and dynasties. It has been said
that “Chinese wine came into existence
before states.” The story given in the
book Map of Wine about the origin of
wine was rather mythical, saying that
“Chinese wine was the masterpiece of the
Wine Star in heaven.” Chinese people
in ancient times believed in this theory.
The book Jin Record-Astronomy Chapter
stated that “the three stars to the south
of the Xuanyuan Constellation are flags
of the Wine Star, who was in charge of
food and beverage during banquets” .
Xuanyuan was the name of an ancient
Chinese constellation, comprising seventy
stars, among which twelve were members
of the Leo Constellation. In ancient
times, the Chinese people believed that
the three Wine Flag Stars belonged to the
Leo Constellation family.
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Cang Jie Creating Chinese Characters

Before the creation of characters, people kept records by tying knots, i.e., big knots representing
important events while small knots representing ordinary activities, and a series of knots
representing a series of events. Later, people kept records by notching the wood, i.e., notching
signs on wood or bamboo sheets with knives. With social progress and development, more and
more things and events needed to be recorded. Knotting and notching alone could no longer meet
people's needs for recording.

Cang Jie was a historiographer during the Yellow Emperor Period. As legend had it
Cang Jie had four eyes and was very bright. Enlightened by patterns on the shell of tortoise, he
created all kinds of signs and marks to represent things and events according to their shapes and
characteristics. And he also defined the meaning of each sign or mark. He called these signs and
marks “characters” .

Legend also had it that after Cang Jie created the characters successfully, “it was raining
cereals in the daytime, and the ghosts cried at night.” This was because the creation of
characters helped people keep records, so it was something to be celebrated. However, people
became so smart after the creation of characters. Some resorted to malpractices such as cheating
and defrauding, fighting and slaughtering. From then on, the world lost its peace and harmony.
Even the ghosts cried in pain.

%
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Character “wine” in Oracle bone inscriptions and Bronze inscriptions

The Chinese character “wine” depicted in the Oracie bone inscriptions and
Bronze inscriptions.
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Brick Mural Painting “Apes Making Wine"

There were many versions on the
origin of Chinese wine. According to
archeological findings, scholars had
already traced the wine-making history to
9,000 years ago. As natural wine differs
from brewed wine, stories about their
origins also differ. Although there have
been quite some descriptions on natural
wine such as the “ape wine” and the
“beast-milk wine” in ancient Chinese
books, there have been few verified
evidence. So such statements do not bear
any cultural significance in the strict
sense of the term.

The “Ape Wine Version” claimed
that almost 10,000 years ago, apes
discarded or stored fruits in stone crannies
or tree holes, where the sugar content
was naturally fermented into juice. The
juice was drunk by ape-men during the
Paleolithic Age and by early men during
the Neolithic Age. The most potent
evidence of Chinese apes making wine
could be found in the Dionysopithecus
fossil found in Shuanggou Town, Sihong
County, Jiangsu Province. In 1977,
Chinese experts and scholars found that,
in the conglomerate terrain of Miocene
Epoch in Shuanggou Town, there was
an ape fossil of the left maxilla with the

first to the third upper molars. Experts
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Shuanggou Daqu Wine and Shuanggou Drunken Ape Wine

Produced in the hometown of “drunken apes”, the Shuanggou Daqu Wine was a strong-aroma wine,
featured by “transparent color, deep aroma, harmonious taste and lingering charm”. During the late Qing
Dynasty, Shuanggou Daqu Wine participated in the Contest of Famous Wine in the South Asian Region

and won the first prize with a gold medal.
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found the skeleton of the ape was soaked
with wine ingredients. In the following
year, Li Chuankui, an expert of the
Institute of Vertebrate Paleontology and
Paleoanthropology (IVPP) under the
Chinese Academy of Sciences (CAS),
named this fossil the Dionysopithecus
Shuangouensis. Later, people collected
honey and fruits to simulate the ape wine,
and gradually improved it into fruit wine,
bridging the gap between natural wine
and brewed wine.

The “Beast-milk Wine Version”
claimed that in ancient times before
mankind started agriculture and farming
activities, protein and milk sugar in

captured beast and animal milk were
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