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To Chinese Fans

Dear Reader,

It is a great honor to be writing these words, doubled by the fact that I'm doing so for my
mother’'s Chinese fans. It is so hard to express how much she would have been thrilled to
know the love and sin respect your country has offered in recent years, as much as it is to
describe her eyes when she came back from the trip she made in China. “Oh, Luchino, you
really need to go, promise me you willl”. Unfortunately, life chose otherwise and | still owe her
that promise. So, in many ways, this book is part of that trip we never took.

| never really knew Audrey Hepburn, the star, the style icon. By the time of my birth in 1970
she was devoted to the career she mostly wished for, as a wife and mother, busy listening to
how her own family was coping with daily life. Like many of you, | assume, | learned more of
this era from the many lavish photos that depict her in the movies, photos that are miles away
from the mother | knew. Happier in jeans and T-shirts, busy walking her dogs in the Swiss
countryside, where the only press junkets that mattered were those associated with the many
trips she took for UNICEF. Hollywood and its glamour was something of a lovely but distant past.

Luckily, there were “other” photographs, the ones taken by the Italian Reporters, later named
“Paparazzis”. Photos taken, sometimes stolen, during three decades of life in the Eternal City,
the place that will become her home. Not only do these candid shots close the gap between
the two Audreys, the private and the public, they also tell an important part of her story, the
best present a son can receive, a shining example of her greatest beauty, her inner one.

Luca Dotti
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