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CAN THE AMERICAN LIBRARY SYSTEM
BE ADAPTED TO CHINA?

To the ear of the West speaks-the voice of the East! What future hand is to
turn the pages of knowledge that China may read and send forth modernized
relics of her arrested science and art? What she speaks for is the crumb from
the loaf of educational benefactors; a penny from the world that she may return
millions!

The library in China is the subject of my paper, for what factor could mean
more to the advancement and civilization of a country, than these store-houses

of stimulating volumes?

OLD CHINESE LIBRARIES

Libraries, in the old Chinese conception, are not a novelty, but they are
considered such from the Western point of view. In china they meant a store-
house where books were kept and hidden away, the main idea being to prese£ve
the “literary treasure” of the country. The existence of libraries can be traced
back in the official records of early Chinese history. In the Chow Dynasty, for
instance, Lao Tan, the founder of Taoism and the respected teacher of
Confucius, served as a librarian and custodian of the archives in 553 B.C.
Again, after the downfall of the first Chinese Empire, Liu Pan, the founder of
the Han Dynasty, upon his victorious entry into the capital in 206 B.C.,

directed his minister, Hsiao Ho, to collect the books and state papers from the



