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PREFACE | -

A book on office headquarters is based on the assumption of a
relevant relationship between a company and an architectural object.
With the volatility of today’ s markets, this is more surprising than it
may seem. What becomes of the headquarters of an icon like Nokia,
when it is taken over by Microsoft? Sears tower in Chicago, for long the
highest building in the world, is now owned by Willis, but attempts to
re-baptise this structure are only half successful. New companies like
Twitter and Amazon move into existing buildings without conspicuous
architectural quality. So, with this ephemeral character of information
does it even make sense to relate to the inevitable solidity of a building
of steel, glass, concrete and stone?

It does. In the world of the web, our built environment does not vanish.
Every building, no matter how common or insignificant it may be,
exercises an influence on its inhabitants, and therefore is a self-portrait
(oratleasta ‘selfie’ ) of the organisation it inhabits. But the character
of headquarters is shifting, and becomes —or better: remains to be- the
expression of the paradigms of our time.

After 9/11 and the completion of the record-crushing Burj-al-Khalifa,
building the highest tower does not seem an appropriate strategy
any longer, although the quest for the skies will never loose its appeal
completely. Quantity becomes less important, it' s the quality that
counts. Increasingly the metropolis becomes the centre of cultural
gravity, while office buildings in the periphery are less popular —if
only because the mobility by car has reached its limits. Sustainability
is an aspect of a company’ s brand, like other tokens of responsible
entrepreneurship such as transparency, charity and cultural assets
like integrating an art collection. Most remarkable, however, is the
enhanced role of the interior: the building may look ordinary from
outside, especially when it is an existing premise, but the environment
it contains needs to be inspiring, open, dynamic, flexible and
comfortable. The office is the place to be: Above all, the modern office
is breaching the gap between ‘home’ and ‘work’ that have been
separated for so long.
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RABOBANK OFFICE
CAMPUS UTRECHT

Location: Utrecht, bhe Netherlands
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Situation Plan
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