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Unit One
Nautical Publications

Lesson One Sailing Directions

I Warming-up

Read the following passage and answer the questions.
1. How many volumes are there in Admiralty Sailing Directions?
2. What are the functions of Admiralty Sailing Directions?
3. What are the contents of Admiralty Sailing Directions?

Admiralty Sailing Directions

Admiralty Sailing Directions are published in 74 volumes, providing world-wide cdverage. They
are complementary to the chart and to the other navigational publications of the UKHO and are writ-
ten with the assumption that the reader has the appropriate chart before him and other relevant publi-
cations to hand. The information in Sailing Directions is intended primarily for use by mariners in
vessels of 150 gt or more. It may, however, like the information on charts, be useful to those in any
vessel, but does not take into account the special needs of hovercraft, submarines under water, deep
draught tows and other special vessels.

Admiralty Sailing Directions are normally arranged as follows :

Preface; Includes a list of publications and documents consulted in the writing of the volume.

Preliminary pages: Includes explanatory notes, abbreviations and a glossary.

Chapter 1; Contains general information on navigation, regulations, countries, ports and natu-
e
e
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Chapter 2 : Through-routeing or main routeing information where appropriate.

Chapter 3 and subsequent chapters: Geographical chapters containing coastal passage informa-
tion, directions for waterways, and essential information on ports and anchorages.

Appendices : Transcripts or extracts of regulations.

Index

( Extracts from NP 44 MALACCA STRAIT AND WEST COAST OF SUMATERA PILOT, EIGHTH
EDITION 2006)

Il Texts

Text A

NP 44 MALACCA STRAIT AND WEST COAST OF SUMATERA PILOT, EIGHTH EDITION
2006 is chosen to assist learners to get familiar with the content and linguistic features of Admiralty
Sailing Directions.

NAVIGATIONAL DANGERS AND HAZARDS

Malacca Strait is the main channel of water exchange between Indian Ocean and South China

Sea. On the bottom of the strait strong tidal currents occur, causing sandwaves to form. See 2. 28 for
details.

Strong tide-rips occur in Singapore Strait. See 7.22 for details.

Off the W coast of Sumatera, mud is the most dominant sediment and depths are less liable to
change than those in Malacca Strait.

TRAFFIC AND OPERATIONS

Traffic is heavy in Malacca and Singapore Straits. Precautionary areas and IMO-adopted TSS
have been established through the Straits between Permatang Sedepa ( One Fathom Bank) and the
entrance to South China Sea in the vicinity of Horsburgh Light. High concentrations of traffic may be
expected in these areas and in the approaches to many of the ports covered by this volume. For fur-
ther details see 2. 10 and 2. 12.




