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Text 1 (2007-3)

During the past generation, the American middle-class family that once could count on hard
work and fair play to keep itself financially secure had been transformed by economic risk and new
realities. Now a pink slip, a bad diagnosis, or a disappearing spouse can reduce a family from solidly
middle class to newly poor in a few months.

In just one generation, millions of mothers have gone to work, transforming basic family
economics. Scholars, policymakers, and critics of all stripes have debated the social implications of
these changes, but few have looked at the side effect: family risk has risen as well. Today’s families
have budgeted to the limits of their new two-paycheck status. As a result, they have lost the parachute
they once had in times of financial setback—a back-up earner (usually Mom) who could go into the
workforce if the primary earner got laid off or fell sick. This “added-worker effect” could support the
safety net offered by unemployment insurance or disability insurance to help families weather bad
times. But today, a disruption to family fortunes can no longer be made up with extra income from an
otherwise-stay-at-home partner.

During the same period, families have been asked to absorb much more risk in their retirement
income. Steelworkers, airline employees, and now those in the auto industry are joining millions
of families who must worry about interest rates, stock market fluctuation, and the harsh reality that
they may outlive their retirement money. For much of the past year, President Bush campaigned
to move Social Security to a saving-account model, with retirees trading much or all of their
guaranteed payments for payments depending on investment returns. For younger families, the
picture is not any better. Both the absolute cost of healthcare and the share of it borne by families
have risen—and newly fashionable health-savings plans are spreading from legislative halls to
Wal-Mart workers, with much higher deductibles and a large new dose of investment risk for
families’ future healthcare. Even demographics are working against the middle—class family, as
the odds of having a weak elderly parent—and all the attendant need for physical and financial
assistance—have jumped eightfold in just one generation.

From the middle-class family perspective, much of this, understandably, looks far less like
an opportunity to exercise more financial responsibility, and a good deal more like a frightening

acceleration of the wholesale shift of financial risk onto their already overburdened shoulders. The
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financial fallout has begun, and the political fallout may not be far behind.

31. Today’s double-income families are at greater financial risk in that
[A] the safety net they used to enjoy has disappeared

[B] their chances of being laid off have greatly increased

[C] they are more vulnerable to changes in family economics
[D] they are deprived of unemployment or disability insurance
32. As a result of President Bush’s reform, retired people may have
[A] a higher sense of security

[B] less secured payments

[C] fewer chances to invest

[D] a guaranteed future

33. According to the author, health-savings plans will

[A] help reduce the cost of healthcare

[B] popularize among the middle class

[C] compensate for the reduced pensions

[D] increase the families’ investment risk

34. It can be inferred from the last paragraph that

[A] financial risks tend to outweigh political risks

[B] the middle class may face greater political challenges

[C] financial problems may bring about political problems

[D] financial responsibility is an indicator of political status
35. Which of the following is the best title for this text?

[A] The Middle Class on the Alert

[B] The Middle Class on the Cliff

[C] The Middle Class in Conflict

[D] The Middle Class in Ruins

{5 -[z. During the past generation, the American middle-class family that once could count on
hard work and fair play to keep itself financially secure has been transformed by economic risk and
new realities.
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% . Injust one generation, millions of mothers have gone to work, transforming basic family

€conomics.
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5 —P¥. During the same period, families have been asked to absorb much more risk in their
retirement income.
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S5PUF%. From the middle-class family perspective, much of this, understandably, looks far less
like an opportunity to exercise more financial responsibility, and a good deal more like a frightening
acceleration of the wholesale shift of financial risk onto their already overburdened shoulders.
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31. Today’s double-income families are at greater financial risk in that
[A] the safety net they used to enjoy has disappeared

[B] their chances of being laid off have greatly increased

[C] they are more vulnerable to changes in family economics

[D] they are deprived of unemployment or disability insurance

41 . Today’s double-income families; financial risk
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(D During the past generation, the
American middle-class family that once could
count on hard work and fair play to keep itself
financially secure has been transformed by
economic risk and new realities. Now a pink
slip, a bad diagnosis, or a disappearing spouse
can reduce a family from solidly middle class
to newly poor in a few months.

(2 1In just one generation, millions of
mothers have gone to work, transforming basic
family economics. @3 Scholars, policymakers,
and critics of all stripes have debated the
social implications of these changes, but
few have looked at the side effect: family

risk has risen as well. @ Today’s families

have budgeted to the limits of their new two- |

paycheck status. & As a result, they have
lost the parachute they once had in times of
financial setback—a back-up earner (usually
Mom) who could go into the workforce if the
primary earner got laid off or fell sick. ® This
“added-worker effect” could support the safety
net offered by unemployment insurance or
disability insurance to help families weather
bad times. (D But today, a disruption to family
fortunes can no longer be made up with extra
income from an otherwise-stay-at-home

partner.
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pink slip fRE@EFNP
spouse n. BCAH
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solidly adv. "R[EHl; £55CHY
n. Fk; KA
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transform
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BIER; BRLZ SR
budget v. ZWHIE
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side effect
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disruption n. HIMf
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| 1. During the past generation, the American middle-class family that once could count on
hard work and fair play to keep itself financially secure has been transformed by economic risk
and new realities .

1% A) ) 3 F454) 4 ...the American middle-class family...has been transformed..., Fi&
family 2 J5 B that 5|55 7MW AIXT A FE B . that $8ARSEFT1R family,, ZEM) PR TR,
MNEJ)IEIES ) count on , FEiE & hard work and fair play , ANZEZ to keep itself financially
secure /i H HARIE, RREBFELMANEN EB. HRBNRE by 51H E0SIERZhE

2. As a result, they have lost the parachute they once had in times of financial setback—a

back-up earner (usually Mom) who could go into the workforce if the primary earner got laid off ‘
or fell sick.

A1) () 3 TR 4> &= they have lost the parachute.... F€i% the parachute 2 J5 i) they once
had...setback /& T 5% Z fRi7 which/that f)E 1B M4, XF5E1Tid) parachute 1t — IR |
BiBH, ZEIEMN A ET A they had, in times of financial setback AIHELRIE . BErS5IH
f) a back-up earner (usually Mom).. /£ parachute 9 [EI{7iE. H who 51580 E 18 M) UGHELT |
il earner fEFE—H A0 AR . 1% TR XAELE—ANH if 51 R HRIEMNA), |

FR AR T SRR 475 B AT B 5 B, (R SRR S — Bt B) TR H HhE R, A E
L —BL, MAREACHEA RS, HES BRI T8 LEN L, B Now
a pink slip, a bad diagnosis, or a disappearing spouse can reduce a family from solidly middle class
to newly poor in a few months., ¥4y: BUfE, —sKMEELEFIH ., — 0 EWRISH B @A R %
HE T REZEAR AL LA H A5 — A BRSE I R PR R R BEZE R I 31 /o WX RZIE T [C] they are
more vulnerable to changes in family economics. A3 =ANGEI A 55— B 5% JEE il JXUSE: (1 Bz
PRBL, EEIRAE R EREIE %

M B X R R T EE Y |, KREOFEREREE _BENONE, mMizBENITF
3k A in just one generation, PiBHILEGE REMBIRIHSE —BOGER, HEXARN R, s
— BRI NIRRT, X

32. As aresult of President Bush’s reform, retired people may have
[A] a higher sense of security

[B] less secured payments

[C] fewer chances to invest

[D] a guaranteed future

/=4t ji] . President Bush’s reform, retired people
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(D During the same period, families have
been asked to absorb much more risk in their
retirement income. 2 Steelworkers, airline
employees, and now those in the auto industry are
joining millions of families who must worry about
interest rates, stock market fluctuation, and the
harsh reality that they may outlive their retirement
money. (3) For much of the past year, President
Bush campaigned to move Social Security to a
savings-account model, with retirees trading much
or all of their guaranteed payments for payments
depending on investment returns. (4) For younger

families, the picture is not any better. (5) Both

the absolute cost of healthcare and the share ‘

of it borne by families have risen—and newly
fashionable health-savings plans are spreading
from legislative halls to Wal-Mart workers, with
much higher deductibles and a large new dose of
investment risk for families’ future healthcare.
(6) Even demographics are working against the
middle-class family, as the odds of having a weak
elderly parent—and all the attendant need for
physical and financial assistance—have jumped

eightfold in just one generation.

>>> 18 L AT

absorb v. Ziiif; 2%
fluctuation n. J3h; A8fk
harsh adj. 5&EEHY; ToIEH)
outlive
campaign n. ZNHEN; NHETEN
retiree  n. JBIRAGL; JBIRE; SOl
bear v. 7R$H; HA

deductible n. ( fREHAY ) FUBR G
adose of —f; —s

implication n. M; JFH

demographics n. AHD%EiHEEE
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fil%): The govemment S new pollcy has worked agamst the interests of small farmers. EJZH:TEI'J
FBURAFIT/ IV LA |
odds n. WfEFE; Bl |
fl4): The odds are that she’ll win. W AEREZH |
attendant adj. {EFBY

>>> K] fRAT - 1
1. Steelworkers, airline employees, and now those in the auto industry are joining millions of |
families who must worry about interest rates, stock market fluctuation, and the harsh reality that
they may outlive their retirement money. |
1% /) B E T %K 40 4 Steelworkers, airline employees, and those...are joining millions of |
families, HH1, in the auto industry 41 those ()5 BB, families 2 J5 4 who 8| SAYEEM |
), WHPEATRM . TEIZEEN )Y, who $EfCHIEAT IR families FE M)A 1, IBTEZh |
ji) /& must worry about, ,\F‘E’] interest rates...reality W A%E1%E . 1 reality 2 J5A:H that 5|5 |
BRI NG, X HHTTE B9 5 reality {ERE—A IR EBER '
2. For much of the past year, President Bush campaigned to move Social Security to ‘

a savings-account model, with retirees trading much or all of their guaranteed payments for |
|

| payments depending on investment returns.

| %)) & T 4544 4 .. President Bush campaigned. with retirees trading...for payments #& |
j —ANH “with+ 18] + BUES R SRR AN ST EARSE R, AEA A EREREIRIE . A

| payments Z Ji5 ()41 1% depending on investment returns /£ /5 B E1E, X ﬁﬁ:‘ﬂ—'ﬂ?‘m%ﬁ:

i L ‘

il RS

ﬂ%iﬁ;@?%%w}ﬂ’” S0l RIZ 8 H AR 5 =B 55 —4), Bl For much of the past year,
President Bush campaigned to move Social Security to a savings-account model, with retirees trading
much or all of their guaranteed payments for payments depending on investment returns. 1%%41) 7&K
HeA), BRI AR, (HRIZBIEN S — Bl 7B RN S22 8 XS, BTl
M) FHEXWEARE, R FAERK BB, At ST R 2 OR B i 25k
R, X AR RN S B ORI B4 A R AR AR R 1 R SE BT [l 4R 4R . el it m]

DLIBRN BIEel b = 7 E RS, 53X AN BAEXT B2 %7 [B] less secured payments.

1%%11_{*35)&&‘{%5&;

Jj’ﬁﬁ" [A] a higher sense of security ¥ A4 B G 2R, R 5E N0 & SUH,
B 16 i 2k 2 2 R FEAIG . 130 [C] fewer chances to invest A0 THENLS, XML 173
SR EN I E A, IBIR A REREMR SRR T 0 Il 28, PR BARE N T %P4 . [D] a
guaranteed future FAA (RIEIIA, [ ERIRE .
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33. According to the author, health-savings plans will
[A] help reduce the cost of healthcare

[B] popularize among the middle class

[C] compensate for the reduced pensions

[D] increase the families’ investment risk

7-fE1i) . health-savings plans

R A8 8 S 4 1) ) 15 2 BT HUH ST SR 6 I 5 =B, R B E 24 R 55 Tk, B Both the
absolute cost of healthcare and the share of it borne by families have risen—and newly fashionable
health-savings plans are spreading from legislative halls to Wal-Mart workers, with much higher
deductibles and a large new dose of investment risk for families’ future healthcare. i%/h) 7%k E
I7 PR Aa %t 3 M AN SR BT ARIE M BUERIR i 1, SOl A T AR 1 R0 LE M ST 4 e

FIRIRIG GUT R, %N T BT CRB AT, g T S EE AR R YT (i fa I THT A48 XU
H M T AL R 5 T R N T R B AR XU, X A5 AN B E TR (D] increase the
families’ investment risk, AN T R EERIHEL T XS

Jiﬁ A] help reduce the cost of healthcare I AF B/ CEITHA, XMEEEEMAINE
MR 52 M, ILH: FEIRARA A IE IR . ET [B] popularize among the middle class %
FAER PERY R R FEZWGH , 1835 [C] compensate for the reduced pensions ¥ Ak M ER M FEE 4.

WSO PRI R, lillkl:, B RE R R RTTH AR

34. It can be inferred from the last paragraph that
[A] financial risks tend to outweigh political risks
[B] the middle class may face greater political challenges
[C] financial problems may bring about political problems

[D] financial responsibility is an indicator of political status

(D From the middle-class family Ouf LLIPRfRI R, IR R K EER) M
perspective, much of this, understandably, looks = JE3RE, bFRIEZMBLITIE—MREE L%
far less like an opportunity to exercise more ¥ otAEHINLE:, AR — AL 5T XU 4
financial responsibility, and a good deal more #FHFFIMBI 1A C AE 7 /BB EH ] HHAY
like a frightening acceleration of the wholesale I . @Z 5 FAR e L8,
shift of financial risk onto their already BN A FEHLAIT T .
overburdened shoulders. 2 The financial
fallout has begun, and the political fallout may
not be far behind.
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>>> 18T AT -

perspective n. fEE; A WA

a good deal more/less %15% / ML
acceleration n. JIHR; fEik; M
wholesale n. KHUE ()

fallout n. 30; J5%

>>> KHEG) AT
From the middle-class family perspective, much of this, understandably, looks far less like
an opportunity to exercise more financial responsibility, and a good deal more like a frightening
acceleration of the wholesale shift of financial risk onto their already overburdened shoulders.
%A1 F 8 Je e e B B 4544 . much of this...looks far less like an opportunity to
exercise more financial responsibility...a good deal more like a frightening acceleration.From the
middle-class family perspective YE4RIE , of the wholesale shift of financial risk onto their already

overburdened shoulders {&4ffi acceleration,

I B4 04z
il

B EVE G, ZBE R AW, DB RIEI, wTLUER M BE iR JE —4, R
The financial fallout has begun, and the political fallout may not be far behind. P25 AR
Wi 283, BUGZW T EEHMAE T . 5 XAME BAHX R A& 4. [C] financial problems
may bring about political problems. &2 550 1] 8 ] GE 717 R BUGR ML

ISR, @5l B e BGE T, NEREEAEIE L), IBAETESAXR, WRE:
HH TIA), IAEE B HEN A BT R E R . #r ).

B D B 2T

1T [A] financial risks tend to outweigh political risks A28 55 B XURS 4 1] Tk T A X
&, {HAELE R A h 2 5 MIENG Z B A MR A g, BN 4 HEBR . #E500 [B] the middle
class may face greater political challenges 1% A+ F=R 25 v] GE 1 Il B8 K BOBUEPEEE, X455 B
BESE—A), {HA 5 — A i W P2 R 2R B 2 () 2255 SR AR BOG PRI, XA BEI A
RJE PR A fi etk & . £ [D] financial responsibility is an indicator of political status ¥ hZ81%
TAERBUG AL dERR . XM SR G —BA IR &, BRIERE A4S .

35. Which of the following is the best title for this text?
[A] The Middle Class on the Alert

[B] The Middle Class on the CIiff

[C] The Middle Class in Conflict

[D] The Middle Class in Ruins
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W A, G S RTPUE A, KRS SRR R OO AR, EGE B B A, SRIIE

Hob B B B e A B G R AIC S SRR O R PR R R B TS, 5 XAMER
AHXH S 04326354 [B] The Middle Class on the Cliff, P&Ay: 7= RAEER .

ol A2 0 B I T R AN RS B A, 20500k Alert (B ) . Conflict ( i ) |
Ruins (80K ) o X =AMEREAREARBUXES, PEIe 4R .

fext 2 (2007-4)

It never rains but it pours. Just as bosses and boards have finally sorted out their worst
accounting and compliance troubles, and improved their feeble corporation governance, a new
problem threatens to earn them—especially in America—the sort of nasty headlines that inevitably
lead to heads rolling in the executive suite: data insecurity. Left, until now, to odd, low-level IT staff
to put right, and seen as a concern only of data-rich industries such as banking, telecoms and air
travel, information protection is now high on the boss’s agenda in businesses of every variety.

Several massive leakages of customer and employee data this year—from organizations as
diverse as Time Warner, the American defense contractor Science Applications International Corp
and even the University of California, Berkeley—have left managers hurriedly peering into their
intricate IT systems and business processes in search of potential vulnerabilities.

“Data is becoming an asset which needs to be guarded as much as any other asset,” says Haim
Mendelson of Stanford University’s business school. “The ability to guard customer data is the key
to market value, which the board is responsible for on behalf of shareholders.” Indeed, just as there
is the concept of Generally Accepted Accounting Principles (GAAP), perhaps it is time for GASP,
Generally Accepted Security Practices, suggested Eli Noam of New York’s Columbia Business
School. “Setting the proper investment level for security, redundancy, and recovery is a management
issue, not a technical one,” he says.

The mystery is that this should come as a surprise to any boss. Surely it should be obvious to the
dimmest executive that trust, that most valuable of economic assets, is easily destroyed and hugely
expensive to restore—and that few things are more likely to destroy trust than a company letting
sensitive personal data get into the wrong hands.

The current state of affairs may have been encouraged—though not justified—by the lack
of legal penalty (in America, but not Europe) for data leakage. Until California recently passed
a law, American firms did not have to tell anyone, even the victim, when data went astray. That
may change fast: lots of proposed data-security legislation is now doing the rounds in Washington,

D.C. Meanwhile, the theft of information about some 40 million credit-card accounts in America,
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disclosed on June 17th, overshadowed a hugely important decision a day earlier by America’s Federal
Trade Commission (FTC) that puts corporate America on notice that regulators will act if firms fail to

provide adequate data security.

36. The statement “It never rains but it pours.” is used to introduce

[A] the fierce business competition

[B] the feeble boss-board relations

[C] the threat from news reports

[D] the severity of data leakage

37. According to Paragraph 2, some organizations check their systems to find out
[A] whether there is any weak point

[B] what sort of data has been stolen

[C] who is responsible for the leakage

[D] how the potential spies can be located

38. In bringing up the concept of GASP the author is making the point that
[A] shareholders” interests should be properly attended to

[B] information protection should be given due attention

[C] businesses should enhance their level of accounting security

[D] the market value of customer data should be emphasized

39. According to Paragraph 4, what puzzles the author is that some bosses fail to
[A] see the link between trust and data protection

[B] perceive the sensitivity of personal data

[C] realize the high cost of data restoration

[D] appreciate the economic value of trust

40. It can be inferred from Paragraph 5 that

[A] data leakage is more severe in Europe

[B] FTC’s decision is essential to data security

[C] California takes the lead in security legislation

[

D] legal penalty is a major solution to data leakage
—. XEXE

4% ~F%. It never rains but it pours.

VR ELARANLT

i3 _FZ. Several massive leakages of customer and employee data this year—from organizations
as diverse as Time Warner, the American defense contractor Science Applications International Corp
and even the University of California, Berkeley—have left managers hurriedly peering into their

intricate IT systems and business processes in search of potential vulnerabilities.



