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Abstract: A renowned scholar in contemporary China, Professor Lu Gusun is
especially celebrated for his achievements in Shakespearean studies. This
interview starts with his reminiscences of “Shakespeare: Close Reading”, a
signature course of his for graduate students offered in the 1990s, concentrates
on the scholarly debate between actability and readability, and ends with his
proposition of cultivating a “Shakespeare consciousness” in today’s Chinese
college English majors. Professor Lu repeatedly stresses the importance of
reading the original texts of Shakespeare’s plays closely. and the subtle balance
to be achieved in reading and performing., which is bound to enrich and
broaden the possibilities of Shakespeare on the stage as well as Shakespeare in
the study.

Key words: Shakespeare; close reading; readability; actability; Shakespeare

consciousness
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