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Preface

Dedicated to Zhengzhou Construction Drawing Grand Blueprints for Sixty Years

Working on Sketching Ceaselessly Extolling the Beautiful City for Six Decades

Mr. Yang Guoquan is eighty—two years old now. Sixty years
has passed since his coming to Zhengzhou for work in 1953.
During the years Mr. Yang has been engaged in architecture
and structural design, witnessing the vicissitudes of Zheng-—
zhou. Fruitful achievements have been gained by his direct-
ing, being in charge of and participating in nearly one
hundred design projects. Rare is that Mr. Yang is not only a
productive specialist in his career, but also a passionate
dabbler in literature, sketching, history, humanities and
many other fields. In his spare time, Mr. Yang works on
sketching and poem—writing ceaselessly. He deserves to be
called a romantic science specialist. In his early eighties,
he spent more than half a year visiting different places of
interest around Zhengzhou to sketch and compose poems with
great efforts, and thus completed A Collection of Sketch
Paintings and Poems on Famous Places of Interest in Zheng-
zhou, which indicates his great affection for the city he has
lived in for sixty years. His perseverance and persistence is
worthy of our respect and learning.

Known as a national historical and cultural city,
Zhengzhou, one of China’ s ancient capitals, preserves large
amounts of precious cultural heritage. A Collection of Sketch
Paintings and Poems on Famous Places of Interest in Zhengzhou
is arranged by the theme “containing the ancient and

modern;embracing rivers and mountains; possessing both

cultural and military talents; owning a wide range of catego—

ries; having convenient transportation junction” . It

presents sixty representative historical places of interest
and tourist attractions, such as Zhengzhou Erqi Square and
Zhengzhou Shang Dynasty Ruins. As an outstanding architect,
Mr. Yang incorporates architectural elements into his paint-
ings, one painting, one poem with concise description, which
impresses people refreshingly and reproduces our city’ s
profound history vividly. The publication of the collection
will be a helpful supplement to the existing materials intro-—
ducing Zhengzhou’ s historical and cultural heritage and
will be of great significance to publicize Zhengzhou and
inherit Chinese culture.

In 2011, the State Council issued A Guideline on Support-—
ing Central Henan Province to Quicken the Development of
Central Plains Economic Zone. The guideline clearly posi-—
tioned the Zone as “a center of Chinese civilization inheri-
tance and innovation” . As the core development area,
Zhengzhou should particularly play the leading role in terms
of the inheritance and innovation. Hope more enthusiasts,
like Mr. Yang, can do their bit to help preserve and inherit
Chinese civilization in their respective fields and contrib-
ute to the construction of Zhengzhou urban areas of central

plains economic zone.

Ding Shixian
July, 2013
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Introduction

Zhengzhou is a booming city with abundant cultural and natural
heritage. It integrates the ancient and modern, rivers and
mountains, cultural and military talents, a wide range of catego—
ries, convenient transportation junction, which is rare in China.

Containing the ancient and modern

Dating back to early times of the earth, the mountains raised by
Songyang geological movement 2.5 billion years ago still stand erect
in Zhengzhou. The famous Peiligang Ashes dating back to 8,000 years
ago, the Native Place of Emperor Huangdi to 5,000 years ago, are
well preserved in Zhengzhou. The founding capital ruins of the Shang
Dynasty dating back to 3,600 years ago lifted Zhengzhou up to the
top among China’ s eight ancient capitals

Modern Zhengzhou is a hero city. The great strike in 1923 that
was launched by Jinghan (Beijing-Wuhan) Railway workers originated
in Zhengzhou and thus the city is well known as Erqgi city. Since the
issue of the reform and opening-up policy, the economy has been
taking off and great changes have taken place in this modern commer-
cial city. Zhengdong New District, a newly-rising modern area within
ten years, is widely known both at home and abroad. Acting as the
leader of the Central Plains Economic Zone with a population of 10
million, Zhengzhou is launching energetically toward a well-off
society.

Embracing rivers and mountains

Zhengzhou borders Mount Songshan to the west, Yellow River to
the north, and Huanghuai Plain to the southeast. Grand mountains
overflowing rivers, vast plains make the city majestic in all its
variety. Such spectacular scene can be rarely seen across the
nation.

Possessing both cultural and military talents

Zhengzhou possesses numerous famous cultural relics. It’ s the
birthplace of many historical celebrities, among whom are Tu Fu, Bai
Juyi, Liu Yuxi, Li Shangyin, Ouyang Xiu and so on. They were born
here, buried here, or famed here. The contemporary literary style

‘mininovel’ has developed in Zhengzhou as well. Songshan Shaolin
Kungfu is particularly world-renowned, attracting swarms of
tourists and learners from all over the world

Owning a wide range of categories

Songyang Academy, Songshan Shaolin Temple, Zhongyue Temple are
the exceptional representatives of Confucianism, Buddhism(ancestor
court of Zen) and Taoism. As a city flavored with rich history,
Zhengzhou owns a wide range of highly—approved cultural inheritance
and ypical products: the geological wonder ”5 generations of land-
forms together” of Songshan; the astonishing world scientific
heritage

“Dengtfeng Observatory” : the world-renowned Songyue

Temple Tower; the luxuriant cypresses of the Han dynasty; the nonpa-
reil bronze Lotus and Crane Rectangular Pot unearthed in Xinzheng;
the vivid description of young people’ s pure love at the bank of
Zhen River and Wei River in the Book of Songs; the exquisite murals
of Han Mausoleum in Xinmi; the distinctive Xinmi 0ld County Court—
house approximately 1,400 years ago; the grand Imperial Mausoleums
of the Northern Song Dynasty in Gongyi; the delicate stone sculp-
tures universally regarded as the national treasure in Gongyi
Grottoes; the legendary Manor of Millionaire Kang in Gongyi; the
widespread Great Gulf in Xingyang; the ancient battlefields of Hulao
Pass in Xingyang and Guandu Warfare in Zhongmou and so on. In
addition, Zhengzhou also cherishes numerous typical products for
the visitors to enjoy, such as Xinzheng Haoxiangni Dates, the
Huimian Noodles of Heji, Sanquan Foods. In terms of industrial
products, Yutong Bus has gained its fame worldwide. Zhengzhou is
famous as a green city. The tree of Zhengzhou, chinar, is planted
on both sides of the main streets, receiving high praise from both
at home and abroad. The city flower Chinese rose welcomes the
visitors with her charming smile

Having convenient transportation junction

Zhengzhou has been reputed as “the Centre of Heaven and Earth”
since ancient times. It’ s now the communications center between
railways and highways from all the directions, whose central
position can’ t be matched by other domestic cities. Zhengzhou
airport has got access to many cities in the world. In addition
China’ s first Airport Economic Comprehensive Experimental Zone has
been launched in Zhengzhou. Zhengzhou, striding for the national
center city and international air metropolis, is taking off ener-—
getically. The central role of worldwide flow of people, products
and information is becoming more prominent.

The author graduated from Tongji University in 1953, allocated
by the state to work in Zhengzhou. In an instant, sixty years has
passed. The 22-year-old young man is now in his early eighties.
Having witnessed the great changes of the city, the author presumes
to sketch Zhengzhou. It’ s not only a fond reflection on the past
but also a sincere expectation of further development of Zhengzhou
May Zhengzhou be more and more beautiful! May the people be happier
and happier!

During the completion of the book, many departments have offered
great help, and here I extend my grateful thanks to all of them.

Yang Guoquan

April, 18, 2013
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The Erqi Square in Zhengzhou

The Erqi Memorial Tower standing on the Erqi Square is a nationally
renowned landmark of Zhengzhou. It was built in 1971, designed by
Zhengzhou Architectural Design Institute. Looking in the south or the
north, the tower presents a twin-tower appearance, commemorating the
two martyrs died nearby in the great strike in 1923 that was launched
by Jinghan (Beijing-Wuhan) Railway workers. The related materials to
the strike are displayed inside the tower to the visitors. Surrounded
by numerous modern shopping malls, Zhengzhou with 3, 600 years’ history

is reputed as “a shopping center in both ancient and modern times”
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Zhengdong New District

Within ten years Zhengdong New District has developed into a
modern new area with the integration of finance, business, exhibi-
tion, logistics, technology, culture, education and dwelling. It
has attracted increasing attention both at home and abroad with
its comprehensive advantages: rows of buildings standing in the
midst of luxuriant trees and shimmering lakes, modern ;nd func-

tional facilities and charming environment.
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Zhengdong New District

charming, elegant and extraordinary.
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The Ruins of the Shang Dynasty in Zhengzhou (—)
J

The Ruins of the Shang Dynasty was the founding capital of the
Shang Dynasty, covering an area of about 25 square kilometers,
consisting of the imperial city, the inner city, the outer walls
and the moats. It was actually the world’s first metropolis at
that time. With 3,600 years’ history, the Ruins lifted Zhengzhou
up to the oldest among China’ s eight ancient capitals; witness-—
ing Zhengzhou’ s development as “a shopping center in both

ancient and modern times” .
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The Ruins of the Shang Dynasty in Zhengzhou (—)

The Ruins of the Shang Dynasty was the founding capital of the
Shang Dynasty, covering an area of about 25 square kilometers,
consisting of the imperial city, the inner city, the outer walls
and the moats. It was actually the world’s first metropolis at
that time. With 3,600 years’ history, the Ruins lifted Zhengzhou
up to the oldest among China’ s eight ancient capitals, witness-
ing Zhengzhou’ s development as “a shopping center in both

ancient and modern times”
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Zhengzhou Confucian Temple

Zhengzhou Confucian Temple was first constructed in the
Eastern Han Dynasty, with the Hall of the Great Achievements as
the main body to pay worship to Confucius. The essence of Confu-
cianism has been universally acknowledged. The Confuc%us Insti-
tutes have spread throughout the world, with thousands of

disciples far more than the once 3,000 ones.
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ﬂi‘”ﬁl‘g)ﬁ The City Temple in Zhengzhou
EE‘%E}E’ FPﬁﬂﬁ; The City Temple in Zhengzhou was first built in the Ming

Dynasty to bless the people. Though new cities are growing

A y
ﬁﬁ w %ﬁ) i%%ﬂ‘rz 2 rapidly, the value of the cultural relics is still worthy of our

attention.
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Henan Museum

Located in Zhengzhou, Henan Museum is among China’s three
state-level modern museums with a collection of more than 140, 000
pieces of cultural relics and treasure. It’ s the right place to
understand the long history of the motherland, the‘ splendid

culture of the Central Plains and awaken the minds



