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Preface

I live in Yichun City. In January 2005, I was wondering how to find the words and images to
showcase the history and culture of the city in a more vivid manner and whether there were any
records of the changes of the scenery and customs of this city since the 1970’s in particular. During
that time someone introduced to me Mr. Yan Xinghe, a modest, sincere gentleman. His works
are a real depiction of his personality. Coming from Fenyi County of Yuanzhou City, Yan clearly
understood the cultural identity of Yichun. Moreover, Yan Song, one of his ancestors and a grand

secretary in during the Ming Dynasty (1368-1644), was an important figure of that culture.

I have had happy conversations with Mr. Yan in his studio several times during these past months,
in which I, and our readers, can feel his affection for the pursuit of arts and his indifference to fame
and fortune. When I expressed my hope to publish his sketches of Yichun he made during the past
four decades, he was somewhat hesitant. I was aware that it was not because he was not confident in
his works, but because he thought these old works and topics were not popular any more. However, I
believe that publishing these sketches, for the purpose of portraying the old town, is about depicting
its history through our own humble brushes and refreshing our memories of our childhood and

hometown.

Now, from over one hundred sketches, we can get a glimpse of the historical changes in Yichun
over the past half-decade. Yan, through his brushes, demonstrates in detail ordinary people and

things in daily life, like the chattering waterwheels on rivers, clay houses in construction beside a



banana grove, craftsmen mending umbrellas and forging iron on the streets, folk doctors wandering
the streets, etc. I recommend this collection to the Academy Press as a part of the Memory of the
Old Home in Sketches Series, hoping that it will contribute to the depiction of the local features of

Jiangxi Province, together with other books forming a touching album of our hometowns.

Mao Jing
At Jun Mansion, Yuanzhou City
September 2015
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Cultural Relics
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Yongning Bridge Street
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