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Since publication of the first edition in 1992, the editors, authors and publisher of
Skeletal Trauma have strived to make the text a practical resource to guide diagnosis,
decision-making, treatment and rehabilitation of patients with fractures, dislocations and
other injuries to the musculoskeletal system. New material and new authors have been
added as each new edition was published to incorporate advances in the field and respond
to input from readers. In keeping with the evolution of the Internet and electronic
publishing, we have steadily expanded the access to the content via electronic media. We
have been gratified by the worldwide adoption of the text as a standard reference and the
knowledge that it has guided the care of so many injured people.

Given the immense population of China and the many challenges facing its orthopaedic
surgeons who treat skeletal injuries, I am pleased and honored that Elsevier China has
agreed to create a Chinese translation of the fourth Edition. The translation will make vital
information more accessible to the orthopaedic surgeons in training and practice and aid
their efforts to provide expert care for a growing number of skeletal injuries. In addition to
road traffic injuries, the aging of the population and expanding number of osteoporotic
fragility fractures are now a major portion of the country’s medical burden. The text also
covers fractures of the proximal femur and other parts of the skeleton that challenge Chinese
surgeons.

Growing industrialization and urbanization has led to a burgeoning number of vehicles
on the roads in China that has been associated with a tremendous increase in road traffic
deaths and disabling injuries. In 2009, there were 238,351 traffic crashes leading to 65,758
deaths and 275,125 injuries with a direct economic cost of 0.91 billion Chinese Yuan. The
rate of traffic related fatality per population is higher than in other highly developed
countries.

A number of factors have been noted to explain the growing problem. Pedestrians and
cyclists cross roads and don’t remain in designated lanes. Drivers hit them frequently,
because they often will not stop for them. The situation is even worse during rush hour
when driving is more aggressive. Drivers are sustaining more injuries, because seat belt use
is low. In addition growing number of motorcycles, scooters, and e-bikes are on the roads
with heavier vehicles, leading to injuries of less protected riders.

The lack of uniform widely available prehospital care and trained emergency and
trauma providers contributed to the deaths and disabilities of those injured in crashes. In

2003 the Chinese Government recognized road traffic injuries as a major public health



problem, established The Ministerial Coordination System on Road Safety and implemented
a number of new road safety laws. For the past five years, Professor Baoguo Jiang has lead
an important initiative on behlf of the government to develop standardized prehospital and
trauma care in Beijing. | am honored that he has agreed to write the forward for the
Chinese trlanslatiqn of the Fourth Edition and has described his wonderful program in some
detail. T hope that Skeletal Trauma can be an adjunct to his efforts that will assist the
Chinese physicians and surgeons in delivering optimal care for their citizens who are injured
in road traffic crashes.

I believe there are many opportunities for orthopaedic surgeons in our countries to
learn from and work with each other to improve the care of injuries and other
musculoskeletal problems that face our populations. Although there is no substitute for
face-to-face interaction and reciprocal visits to centers of practice, the respective demands of
patient care and families resulting in limited time and funds for travel should move us to
greater use of Internet based conferencing. Technology is now available to enable live
interactive multisite programs with high definition quality.

As leading economic powers and sophisticated medical communities we should work
together to assist our colleagues in the developing world to meet their enormous challenges
for prevention and care of skeletal injuries from road traffic crashes, war and natural
disasters. '

It would be a privilege and honor to work with Professor Jiang to build bridges between
our professional communities to foster collaboration. Finally,I would like to acknowledge the
colleagues who translated this book into Chinese.

i 1

Bruce D. Browner, MD, MHCM, FACS
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