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Economy and Society

1. Listen to the conversation and choose the correct answer from the 4 choices. The

following words and expressions may help.

Useful Words and Expressions
director | di'rekta | n. FE, 214
employment | im'ploimant | n. FEAR s Bl
Madrid [ ma'drid | n. I qds i
eventually | i'vent[uali| adv. e Hh,
employee | implai'i: | n. J& B

(1) How old is the interviewee?

A. She is 41. B. She is 42. C. She is 43. D. She is 44.
(2) When did the interviewee join Starbucks?

A. In 1990. B. In 1919. C. In 1991. D. In 1980.
(3) How many employees are in Starbucks in total?

A. 500. B. 600. C. Nearly 500. D. Nearly 600.
(4) Where did the dialogue probably take place?

A. On the Street. B. In the classroom.

C. At the office. D. On a TV show.
"

2. Listen to the conversation again and fill in the blanks with the words you heard.

M: Hello, welcome to Business Today. This week we have Joy Gilbert. She is 41 years

1 <44
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old, and she works for Starbucks, a Spanish (1) company. She is the
Managing Director of the company and, in fact, is the only woman director on the (2)
. Joy Gilbert, welcome to Business Today.

F: Thank you very much. Er...In fact, I'm not 41 years old, I'm 44.

M: Sorry about that, 44 years old. You're very honest! Now, can we just talk briefly

_ about your early career, first, your (3) . You studied Business Science at

the University of Madrid. ..

: Yes, that’s right.

: And when did you join Starbucks?

+ In 1990.

: And you got your first (4) post two years later.

m o=

=

: No, not exactly. It was three years later, in 1993.

= ™

: OK, and you eventually became Managing Director in (5) 2
: Yes, that’s right.

Z =

: Now you are the only woman in senior management at Starbucks. Can you tell us

something about the(6) situation for women managers in Spain?

F: Yes, of course. Well, in the public sector in Spain, (7) of directors are
women, but in the private sector it is only 5% . Most women directors work in medium-
sized companies like Starbucks.

M: Yes, it says here that Starbucks has about (8) employees.

F: No, that’s not quite right. We have nearly 600, not 500. We have 500 in (9)

_, and 100 in the rest of Europe.

M: I'm sorry. I really hope that’s the last mistake today. Now, what (10) can
you give to women looking for. . .
3. Listen to the passage twice and fill in the following blanks within no more than three
words. The useful words and expressions may help.
Useful Words and Expressions
manufacturer | manju'f=ktfora | n. il e 5 il
retailers | 'ri: terla | n. BERN TEE
output | 'autput | n. Fea s fE
consumers | kon'sju: mas | n. HPE,E
potentially | pa'tenfali | adv. TETEHD ; BUR D

(1) At the same time, Alibaba. com is a business-to-business site that connects
around the world.

(2) No other site has been able to streamline between manufactures and buyers



in China.

(3) There are million small and medium-sized enterprises in China, which have
created 60 percent of China’s total economic output, according to a paper by the University of
Michigan.

(4) The Chinese e-commerce market represents for Western online retailers.
Small retailers will continue to invest in Chinese consumers.

(5) Some financial experts are concerned about the scale of Alibaba’s TPO( Initial Public
Offering) , which potentially might create for US e-commerce firms such as Amazon
andeBay. But many experts believe such impact won’t show, at least in the short term.

4. Listen to the passage again and judge the following items are true (T) or false (F).

(1) Alibaba. com is a kind of e-commerce site providing products and service for
customers. ( )

(2) “Alibaba. com” is the only site that sells commodities in China. ( )

(3) According to a survey conducted by the University of California, enterprises which
has small and medium sized exceed more than half of China’s economy output. ( )

(4) For online retailers in western countries, Alibaba can provide an opportunity for them
to enter into Chinese e-commerce market. ( ‘ )

(5) Amazon and eBay are enterprises which sell commodities on the Internet. ( )

5. Listen to the following material twice and choose the correct words to fulfill the blanks.

The following words may help.

Useful Words and Expressions
surpass | sa'pa:s]v. i, T
revitalize | ri:'vartalaiz] v. R E TR R
globalization [ glaubalar'zerfn | n. 2R, 23RY
deliver [ di'liva] vt. KB
prosperity | pro'sperati | n. B0 L)
As the world population (1) seven billion, economists, environmentalists and

social scientists are rethinking the role of the city in global society. Economist Edward Glaeser
believes cities are the best places to live. “Cities are so (2) because they play to
mankind’s greatest gift, which is our ability to learn from other people. ” Over the past three
decades many cities have been revitalized, not just despite globalization and new (3)
_, but, as Glaeser explains, because of them. Even the poor regions are part of the modern
urban(4) , Glaeser says, are signs of the power of cities.

“Cities don’t make people poor, they attract poor people, and they attract poor people by
delivering a path out of (5) and to prosperity, a chance to partner with people who
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have different skills, access to world markets, access to capital that enables poor people, some

of them — not all of them — to actually find a way forward. ”

(ZITD) speaking

A. Retell the materials you have heard in the listening comprehension with your own

“‘U“‘ﬁ_

B. Group discussion. Discuss the following questions with your partners. And then share
your answers with all the class.

1. What do you want to do after graduation? How much do you expect to earn a month?

2. Opinions on the future development of e-commerce and Alibaba’s IPO at the New York
Stock Exchange.

3. Do you want to live in a big city or a small village? Why?

XD intensive Reading

Background information ;

What are the causes of global warming? What is the green house effect? Is global warming
really as destructive as it is believed to be? In the following article, we will try to answer all
these, and about the global warming causes.

Global warming has surfaced as a major environmental issue, especially over the past few
decades. There has been a lot of hue and cry about global warming, and its impact on the
climate, ever since the idea was first put forth. Even though there is no dearth of books or
articles on the Internet, the layman still seems unaware of the basic causes of global warming.

Causes of Global Warming

Global warming is basically a change in the climatic conditions of the earth, brought about
by a considerable rise in the near-surface temperature of the planet. A number of factors have
been contributing to this rise in the average global temperature — either directly or indirectly,
right from the time the planet came into existence. It is the alarming rate at which the
temperature has been rising over the last few decades that has put the scientific fraternity on its
toes, and the desperate measures to find out what is causing the global temperature to rise at
this rate, hints at this very fact.

Global warming, and the resulting climate change, can be caused by natural as well as
man-made factors ( anthropogenic factors, to be precise ). The natural factors causing this

sudden warming of the planet include the greenhouse effect, solar activity, volcanic emissions,

4



orbital forcing ( slow tilting of the earth’s axis), etc. The anthropogenic causes, on the other
hand, include various human activities — right from breathing ( respiration), to the use of
vehicles and various industrial processes, which add to the greenhouse effect and cause the
earth to become warm.

Greenhouse Effect

The greenhouse effect is said to be the most crucial factor contributing to global warming.
It refers to the process wherein the radiations coming from the sun are trapped by the
greenhouse gases within the atmosphere of the earth, which in turn causes the temperature near
the earth’s surface to soar. The greenhouse gases in question here, include carbon dioxide,
carbon monoxide, methane, chlorofluorocarbons( C) FCs, water vapor, etc. It is believed that
the greenhouse effect has increased the earth’s temperature by somewhere around 24 percent,
with carbon dioxide contributing to about 12 percent of the greenhouse effect, water vapor
contributing around 36 percent, methane 5 to 10 percent, and ozone making around 3 to 7
percent to the same.

Solar Variation

The changes in the amount of radiant energy emitted by the sun, i. e. solar variation, is
said to be yet another reason of global warming. This solar variation has been correlated with
the changes in the earth’s climate and temperature. The solar variation theory states that the
amount of solar radiation has been increasing with time. If the proponents of this theory are to
be believed, the sun has been gaining strength, and is at its strongest since the last sixty odd
years. And thus, it is believed that the sun may now be acting as a cause of global warming,

Sunspots

Sunspots are also said to be a cause or catalyst for global warming. Recent reports suggest
that the number of sunspots in an area directly affects the amount of time taken by that region to
cool down. The sun is the main source of energy to the earth. The earth absorbs about 70
percent of the solar flux, which in turn increases the temperature of the earth’s atmosphere,
land and oceans.

Human Activities

It isn’t quite a coincidence that global warming and industrialization seem to go hand in
hand, and that becomes obvious as you compare the industrialization and temperature rise
trends over the last few decades. Even scientists acknowledge that rapid industrialization,
wherein we have opted for quite a few shortcuts, has contributed to the increase of global
warming today. Humans had started contributing to global warming some 8000 years ago with
the start of agriculture, wherein deforestation to clear land for farming resulted in a significant
rise in the amount of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere. A prominent greenhouse gas, methane
is released in the atmosphere as a part of the digestive process in cattle and other ruminating

animals.
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Scientists are of the opinion that bad practices in industries result in release of various
greenhouse gases which eventually trap the sun’s radiations in the atmosphere, and contribute to
global warming. Though the use of household appliances which release chlorofluorocarbons( C)
FCs in the atmosphere has come down now, it was at its peak in the 90s and caused irreversible
damage to the atmosphere. Other than cattle, methane also exists in plenty beneath the earth’s
crust, and the release of methane during mining indirectly contributes to rising temperature on
the planet. Other than deforestation, humankind has also contributed to global warming by
using fossil fuels, which emit carbon dioxide and other such harmful gases.

While all the natural factors do come into play when it comes to global warming, one has
to understand that they are necessary in maintaining the right balance on the earth. Had it not
been for all these natural occurrences, the entire planet would have had been a cold desert
resembling the continent of Antarctica. In fact, some scientists are of the opinion that human
life would have been impossible on the planet in the absence of greenhouse effect ( human
activities excluded) , because the average temperature of the planet would be around 27°C in

that case.

Global Warming Effects on earth

By Abhijit Naik

Although we are well-aware of the various effects of global warming on earth, we don't
really know when we’ll be confronted by them. These include glacier melting, climate change,
mass extinction, and so on. In fact, the United States Geological Survey has revealed that by
the year 2030 the renowned Glacier National Park in the United States will be left without any

glaciers. "’

Global warming is the rise in the average temperature of the earth’s atmosphere, caused
mainly due to increasing concentration of greenhouse gases in the atmosphere. These
greenhouse gases are mostly prodﬁced as a result of human activity. It has lately become a
serious issue, which threatens to disrupt the basic balance of the environment and cause large-
scale destruction. *

Who is Affected by Global Warming?

Humans, animals, plants, climate, land. .. you name it and it will be affected by global
warming. In fact, some species of plants and animals are already on the verge of extinction.
Studies indicate that around 15 to 37 percent of plant and animal species will be wiped off the
planet by the year 2050. Changes in climatic patterns have already started to show, sea level is
rising. . . to make it short, we are just heading for destruction. '

The average temperature of the planet for each year, over the last decade, has been

increased. In fact, 1998 and 2005 were the hottest years in the history of the earth. The planet
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is getting warmer by the day, and in fact, the entire planet is threatened by its hazards.

Effects on Animals

A large number of animal species will disappear from the planet, owing to the loss of
habitat triggered by global warming. There is no doubt that many animals will bear the brunt of
climate change. In fact, it’s feared that sooner or later it will trigger a mass extinction, and
one-third of the animal species will become extinct by 2050. "

Polar Bears: Polar bears depend on ice formed on the sea’ when they are hunting. If the
ice melts, the range of polar bear will decrease to a great extent, and this loss of habitat will in
turn lead to a decline in the polar bear population.

Penguins : Melting sea ice will also result in decline in the growth of algae, which in turn
will result in decline of tiny organisms, such as krill shrimp, which constitute a very important
part of the penguin diet.”” And thus, shortage of food and loss of habitat will eventually drive
the penguins towards extinction.

Effects on Plants

Owing to the drastic changes in temperature levels, various plant species have been
experiencing difficulties in adapting to the new change, which gives a drastic blow to the plant
population. Even the changes in raining patterns can lead to hazardous effects on various plants
species. Global warming effects on agriculture is the best possible examples of this. Frequent
rains will lead to flooding, whereas less rains will result in drought, both of which will only lead
to the destruction of agricultural fields.

Effects on Weather

Increasing temperatures will lead to adverse effects” on weather as well. Even minor
alterations in global temperatures will trigger a series of weather problems, and alter the
climatic patterns of the planet. The number of natural disasters have increased over the period
of time. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) acknowledges the fact that
the frequency of intense rains has increased over the last 50 years. On one hand, heating of the
ocean due to global warming gives rise to strong hurricanes, while more than the normal
temperature on land gives rise to intense heat waves. Higher temperature leads to faster
evaporation of water and leads to drought in one part, and brings in heavy rainfalls and causes
flooding in other part of the world. Although we can’t conclude the serious effects of global
warming on weather by taking into consideration a single drought year or a single strong
hurricane, the trend of these natural occurrences speak in volumes for themselves.

Effects on Sea Levels

Among the various global warming effects on earth, the grievous one is the rise in sea
levels, which are threatening to encroach up on land. If the sea levels rise it will result in a
watery grave to several low lying areas, tiny islands and reclaimed portions of land "' . So how

~exactly is it affecting sea levels? Basics of geographical studies suggests that water expands
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when heated. In this case, rising global temperatures are causing the water bodies to heat,
expand and thus encroach on land. Another major reason for sea level rise is melting ice from
the glaciers and polar ice sheets — which is again accelerated by global warming. These ice
stores are far massive than we can imagine. In fact, melting of West Antarctic Ice Sheet alone
can possibly cause the sea to rise by 10 meters.

Effects on Humans

When the whole environment will experience the effects of global warming, naturally
humans won’t be an exception. ' In fact, we will be the worst affected beings on the planet
because directly or indirectly we are dependent on all the components of the environment
discussed above. Animals and plants are related to each other, extinction of either will put
tremendous pressure on other, eventually leading to its extinction. Humans, in turn, are
dependent on both for many purposes, so extinction of animals or plants will also affect humans
to a great extent. Irregular weather will have a severe impact on several human activities.
Warmer summers will mean more allergies and even more disease spreading insects. Unnatural
rainfall will lead to destruction of crops and hamper agriculture. Rising temperatures will lead
to warming of ocean bodies, which will in turn increase the frequency of hurricanes.

Destruction of coral reefs will lead to loss of marine life including fish, and fish is an
important part of human diet. Coastal areas around the world are highly populated, so any rise
in sea level will lead to a heavy impact on the people living in coastal areas. Glaciologist’s
estimate that if melting of glaciers at the present rate continues, around 20 percent of
Bangladesh will get submerged in the sea by 2020. ** Countries like Maldives, with the highest
point of 2. 4 meters above mean sea level, will be under water if the sea water levels rise by 3
meters. Loss of glaciers will decrease the water supply for millions of people. Rise in sea level
will alter the coastlines thus affecting tourism sector.

Not everything about global warming would be bad though. Warmer climate will mean a
longer growing season and hence an increase in production. The problem is that its negative
effects far exceed the positive effects '’ | and thus the whole world is concerned about the
future — and trying to find out some solutions to this problem. The natural causes of global
warming which includes water vapor and volcanoes are beyond our reach, but we can make sure
that man-made causes are reduced. If we don’t take the necessary measures soon we will have
to face its anger sometime in near future.

Several things have to be taken into consideration before we actually determine global
warming effects on our planet. Skeptics argue that most of these problems are being
exaggerated. Turning a blind eye to the signs of destruction, they feel that these effects of
climate change are not going to take place anytime soon. But then, if a drop of 5 degrees over
a considerable period of time can trigger an ice age, won't a rise of 5 degrees have a devastating

impact on the planet?
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New Words

effect | 1'fekt | n. R ROR
confront [ kan'frant] v. T X 5 18 3
melt [ melt] v. 11k s B i
climate | 'klarmat | n. SfE
tremendous | tri'mendas | adj. ERB; AR
extinction [ 1k'stipk[n | n. KK K4
atmosphere | 'wimosfia | n. AEER
concentration | kpnsn'trer[n | n. Eh £
threaten | 'Oretonz | v. FadllN :
disrupt [ dis'rapt | v. IR AL ; 5034
destruction [ dr'strak[n | n. IR, B K
species [ 'spi: [iiz] n. Yrfb s Fh
hazard | hiezod | v. B ; (1 2 fa e
habitat [ 'habitet | n. 1 5. H

trigger [ 'triga | v. g% ; fak &
various | 'vearios | adj. BFERER ; ZHTTHIY
adapt [ 5'dept | v. 3& B F

drastic | 'draestik | adj. BN s TR BN
agriculture | 'wgrikaltfa ]| n. Al ; ez
drought | draut | n. B ER
witness | 'witnas | n. Hi#, WiF A
alteration [ 5:lta'rerfn | n. ALk, MR
encroach | in'krautf ] v. RA R
accelerate | ok'selorert | v. e ; 8
marine | ma'rirn | adj. M) I

Useful Phrases

be aware of EiRz

as a result of fER--eees EERE S
wipe off W g

a large number of X&,TE

in turn W, MK ; gk
take into consideration ZE

portion of %

be concerned about Ky

L aun
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have a (an) ...impact on Rifeeeens A
Notes to Text

[1]... the United States Geological Survey has revealed that by the year 2030 the
renowned Glacier National Park in the United States will be left without any glaciers.

Glacier National Park ¥4 UKJI|E R AR ", (7 T3 FEILE SR EM 1910 FF=AL.

WA H Y that FH7E iR reveal 2 )5, 51 51BN A,

EHPEA « SE IR b B b A SRy 3 Y, 31 2030 4 36 [ i 0K )1 22 el B ) oK 1 2 3 2K
IS

[2 ]t has lately become a serious issue, which threatens to disrupt the basic balance of
the environment and cause large-scale destruction.

W) which 55 ) 3R BR il 14 2 i L4 , it $54K global warming, disrupt 7E S0 AL RN
“PLEL” , disrupt the basic balance of the environment 1§ K 4fE HLIA 15 1 I A4

[3 ]In fact, it’s feared that sooner or later it will trigger a mass extinction and one-third of
the animal species will become extinct by 2050.

A8 T it is + n. /adj. / v. +ed + that )\B]” G54 i) 15 4], it 7E 8] PAEER
i, BLIEA 18 2 “ that sooner or later it will trigger a mass extinetion and one-third of the
animal species will become extinct by 2050” ,

AR S AERRATHO R, 2R AR R B2 5 R KRR s Y K4, B 2050
=02 —WEhPIRE KL,

[4]... ice formed on the sea. ..

formed 1E A1t 4318 FHVE 4L 17 ice B )G B E1E ,ice formed on the sea 134 “ WA P
B UK”

[ 5] Melting sea ice will also result in decline in the growth of algae, which in turn will
result in decline of tiny organisms, such as krill shrimp, which constitute a very important part
of the penguin diet.

A%) et BRI A which, 735151 5 B4 BR ] 44 %€ 15 A, result in 3R R B, in
turn AT FRAFERL “RZ, RAER” .

[6]...adverse effects. . .

adverse ¥R ANFIRY B H ", AL “ ARIE R0 " 580 A" .

[ 7 ]reclaimed portions of land

reclaim R FFR” | AL ULt 25430 1F RO I LB A portions of land , portions of land ¥4
“HRT L

[ 8 | naturally humans won’t be an exception.

won't be an exception PEN“ Z LK), T—HI4N" .

AT A] B R N2 B AR A AN BB e (B2 B 2 BRI ) " o

[ 9 | Glaciologist’s estimate that if melting of glaciers at the present rate continues, around

P 10



20 percent of Bangladesh will get submerged in the sea by 2020.

Glaciologist ¥ k“ vk JI| 225" , submerge i R “ W ,

AT R K 2 R A, an SR vk )1 LABRAE /9 3 R Rk, 31 2020 4F &4y 20%
1) - M S W B AETE T K

[ 10 ] The problem is that its negative effects far exceed the positive effects. . .

e A] e that FIFE R BhiA is ZJ5 , 51 RE N A], PR H A R ez iz K T R A —
[T

Exercises

I. Text Comprehension

1. Decide whether each of the following statements is true (T) or false (F) according to
the text.

(1) The glaciers in Glacier National Park will not disappear in the 21st century. ( )

(2) Global warming is a very serious problem which is not easy to handle for human
beings. ( )

(3) Researches show that half of plant and animal species will disappear by the year
2050. ( )

(4) The planet is getting far warmer in the recent years. ( )

(5) Animals like polar bears and penguins are greatly affected by the global warming.
( )

(6) The rise in sea level will make little influence on human’s life. ( )

(7) Destruction of coral reefs will lead to the loss of human diet to some extent. ( )
(8) Global warming has some positive effects at the same time. ( )

(9) Bangladesh will be under water if the sea water levels rise by three meters. ( )

(10) The negative effects of global warming will not take place in the near future, so we

should not take it seriously. ( )
2. Answer the following questions briefly within 3 words according to the text.
(1) Global warming is the in the average temperature of the earth’s atmosphere.
(2) These greenhouse gases are mostly produced as a result of
(3) In fact, some species of plants and animals are already of extinction.
(4) A large number of will disappear from the planet, owing to the loss of
habitat triggered by global warming.
(5) Various plant species have been experiencing difficulties the new change.
(6) Increasing temperatures will lead to on weather as well.
(7) leads to faster evaporation of water and leads to drought in one part.

(8) When the whole environment will experience the effects of global warming, naturally

humans won’t
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