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PREFACE

Jiangmen, an important central city in the west part of Pearl River Delta, boasts rich
historical and cultural heritages, beautiful landscapes and sophisticated transportation system,
thanks to the human activities long time ago and social and economic development since the
end of the Ming Dynasty and the beginning of the Qing Dynasty. Historical neighborhood and
buildings are not only the essence of the city’s historical and cultural heritage, but also physical
carriers and witnesses of the city’s social, economic and cultural development. Among these
historical neighborhood and buildings, the Changdi Historical Neighborhood at the north bank
of Pengjiang River is a core area displaying the evolution of the city’s layout, accommodating
its abundant and diversified folk culture and exemplifying its historical and cultural essence.

Since establishment, Changdi Historical Neighborhood has always been a significant
urban area in Jiangmen that accommodates key commercial facilities and residential buildings
in different times, and has been gradually divided into smaller important neighborhoods
including Xuding District, Shiwan District and Qilou (Arcade Building) District. As time goes
by, many historical buildings are gone, but Changdi Historical Neighborhood as a whole has
maintained the urban texture and surrounding environment as in the periods of Qing Dynasty
and the Republic of China. Historical sites related to famous celebrities like Chen Shabai
were preserved. As an example that combines natural environment and rich cultural heritage,
Changdi Historical Neighborhood stands as an important cultural heritage in Lingnan region
worth studying and protecting.

The scholars were quite impressed as well and they immersed themselves in the beautiful
natural and cultural landscape, visited the historical sites and felt the blend of culture brought
by easy transportation. As the authors are writing this book, the team paid quite a few visits
to the Changdi Historical Neighborhood, made systematic inspection and records, wandered
in the historical districts rich in cultural elements and were impressed by the unique charm of
lifestyle in Jiangmen and its cultural context.

This book introduces important historical buildings and typical streets and lanes in the
Changdi Historical Neighborhood, and make a conclusion on researches and practices on
the protection plans of the Neighborhood. Based on different styles of buildings in different
times and their status quo, the z;uthors further divide the Neighborhood into four districts,

including Xuding Residential District, Shiwan Historical District, Modern Overseas Chinese



Architecture District and Qilou (Arcade Building) District, and document the status quo and
valuable images of buildings in every district after field research and classification. Among the
four districts, the Modern Overseas Chinese Architecture District, which was originally mixed
within the Xuding District and Shiwan District, gained its name because the building of this
district was funded by overseas Chinese back in the Republic of China era, and buildings in
this district can be seen as an early form of property development of single houses in China,
therefore the authors divide it as an independent district. According to the GIS database
of Jiangmen Historical Neighborhood and Buildings edited by South China University of
Technology, after reviewing and evaluating the construction quality, architectural and cultural
features, 27 historical buildings and 42 streets and lanes were selected. Readers can see in
this book examples of neighborhood that were built during the Ming and Qing dynasty, the
Republic of China era and after the establishment of People’s Republic of China and are still
in use until today, including the old commercial district- Changdi Historical Neighborhood
(nicknamed as Little Guangzhou), which features Qilou (arcade buildings) groups and western
and eastern architectural styles; the Chang’an Lu District, which used to be the center of daily
life and dining and entertainment for Jiangmen citizens, and once functioned as the location of
city government in the early years of People’s Republic of China; the Lianping Lu District, a
popular place for intellectuals to discuss political affairs and rejuvenate local culture; and the
Shiwanzhi Street where the overall spatial layout and streets and lanes in the ancient Lingnan
villages were well preserved. All the mentioned above buildings and neighborhood are typical
examples of how historical spaces are preserved.

The historical neighborhood still retains the buildings and streets of the Qing Dynasty and
the Republic of China. Yet due to lack of effective protection and management, the quality of
the most time-honored and unique buildings and streets is getting worse and its values are little
known to the outside world (with the exception of Chang’an Pedestrian Street and Changdi
Street). We are writing to record and display the historical buildings and well-preserved streets
in the Changdi Historical Neighborhood as well as interesting folk life. Research and study on
such public spaces as streets and lanes and historical buildings will not only reveal the cultural
and historical values of streets and neighborhoods in Jiangmen city, but also build a foundation

for preservation and renovation. This is why this book is published.

Authors
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