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Abstract

The Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist) (UCPN
(M)) is a communist party that has risen in a capitalist state
after the end of the Cold War. In 1996, the UCPN (M) launched
an armed struggle, and ten years later they made a successful
transition to peaceful movement and came into power through
elections. The unique evolutionary road of the UCPN (M) has
caught the attention of the international community. From the early
20" century up to now, the theoretical focus of socialism has been
by what means communists and the left could realize socialism —
by the parliamentary road or by armed struggle? In the post Cold
War era when international communist movements have been
generally at an ebb, the UCPN (M) with its own approach has
successfully risen as the ruling party of Nepal, which is a matter
of significance in the post—Cold War international communist
movements. Therefore, it becomes an important research topic
in the study of contemporary socialism to explore the unique
evolutionary road of the UCPN (M) and to analyze the problems it
currently faces as well as its prospects.

This dissertation makes a full and thorough study of the

UCPN (M) with a focus on the evolution and the current state
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of the UCPN (M). It pays attention to both the theoretical
propositions and revolutionary practices of the party and
employs the methodologies of “vertical and horizontal analysis”,
“historical review” and “comparison and contrast”. Apart from the
introduction and conclusion, the dissertation is divided into five
chapters.

The first chapter is chiefly a historical review of the Nepali
communist movement, which provides a historical background
for the rise of the UCPN (M). Since its founding in 1949, the
development of the communist party of Nepal has had many
twists and turns. There have been a number of fights and divisions
within the party on the question of whether to embark on an armed
struggle. In the mid—1970s, the faction that was committed to
Maoist thoughts formed a party of its own, which, after going
through a series of divisions and reshuffle, was reestablished as
the UCPN (M) in 1995. The establishment of the UCPN (M)
signifies the integration of the Maoist forces in Nepal, which laid
an institutional foundation for the foliow—up armed struggle.

The second chapter discusses the ten—year—long people’s
war led by the UCPN (M), the analysis being focused on how the
UCPN (M) started an autonomous armed struggle in the post Cold
War years, and the reasons for the success of the armed struggle as
well as its significance. The choice of armed struggle by the UCPN
(M) in 1996 was an inevitable result of the sharp class struggle in
Nepal and the maturity of revolutionary circumstances. Without

the armed struggle, the UCPN (M) could not have grown up and
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could not have been a rival to the capitalist parties. As a result of
the successful people’s war and the deterrent force of the people’s
liberation army, the mainstream Nepali parties were forced to
negotiate with the UCPN (M), which eventually made a political
solution to the national crisis possible.

The third chapter discusses the peaceful transition of the
UCPN(M), focusing on its background, causes, process and
significance. The UCPN (M) made a strategic decision to turn to
peaceful movement after ten years of people’s war, which was
based on its consideration of changing domestic and international
circumstances and was a serious choice after much deliberation
of the overall favorable circumstances. Without compromise and
peaceful transition at the critical moment, the UCPN (M) could
not have achieved what it did today. With a limited military force
of less than 30,000, the UCPN (M) could not have defeated the
government military force and conquered Kathmandu within a
short time. Rather, it could have been exterminated by the ruling
class, just like the CPP (Sendero Luminoso) of Peru.

The fourth chapter analyzes the parliamentary activities of the
UCPN (M) and its experiences as the ruling party for two terms.
After the UCPN (M) made the transition to the parliamentary road,
it has both fought and compromised in the parliament, and on
matters such as the provisional constitution, the republican system,
the election of the constitutional convention, the organization
of the government, the reorganization of the armed forces, and

the constitution—making, the UCPN (M) has had both successes
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and failures. By means of working through the government,
parliament and taking to streets, the UCPN (M) has made a further
exploration of the parliamentary road.

The fifth chapter analyzes the various problems the UCPN
(M) has faced after its transition to the parliamentary road. Due
to such features as the twists, complexity and limitations of the
parliamentary road, the UCPN (M) has faced such chief problems
as the consolidation of the military, the controversy about
revolution and reform within the party, partisan divisions, the
setback to the constitution—making and how to deal with foreign
Maoist parties, some of which are hard to resolve for the time
being. This only demonstrates the UCPN (M) still has a long and
complex way to go.

The evolution of the UCPN (M) demonstrates that, apart from
either an armed struggle or the parliamentary road, there is a third
approach of combining both peaceful and violent means, legal and
illegal means, independent and joint efforts, armed struggle and
peaceful struggle. The exploration and experiences of the UCPN
(M) with this approach has no doubt provided the communist
parties of the capitalist states with valuable lessons in the post
Cold War era. It still remains to be seen whether the UCPN (M)
could bring Nepal’s new democratic revolution to a successful

conclusion in the future.

Key words: the Unified Communist Party of Nepal (Maoist);

armed struggle; the parliamentary road
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