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Preface

Called Dongjing or Bianjing in ancient times, Kaifeng was one of the eight ancient national capitals
in China.Located in the east of the plain at the middle and lower reaches of the Yellow River and in
middle-eastern Henan Province, it is adjacent to Shangqiu in the east, Zhengzhou in the west, as well
as Xuchang and Zhoukou in the south. In the north, it is linked to Xinxiang with the Yellow River in
between. With a history of over 2,700 years, Kaifeng was among the first batch of cities which were
recognized as famous historical and cultural cities in China and one of eight ancient capitals in the
country. In the Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127), with its old name Dongjing, it was the largest
city in the whole world.

It is a place with a iong and profound history, with unparalleled charm. Particularly during the
Northern Song Dynasty (960-1127), it was the center of a far-reaching Song culture which
succeeded the culture of the Han (BC202-220AD) and Tang dynasties (618-907) and influenced that
of the Ming (1368-1644) and Qing dynasties (1644-1911) after it. For example, among the four great
inventions in ancient China, three were born then - namely, typography, gunpowder and compasses.

This book,Ancient Capital Kaifeng, derives its name from the longterm surveying, research and
interviews by the authors who endow the featured antique buildings, human landscapes and
folkcustoms here with vitality through their pen sketches. By doing so, they hope to replicate the
scene of the city in former days, to help more people find and even value the historical and cultural
assets in the cityand share its past brilliance.

With simple but refined words and brush strokes, they have depicted for readers the surviving
culture of different periods and the existing customs of this ancient capital. Following the historical
development of Kaifeng, they have narrated its story in condensed artistic languages. However,
opinions are welcomed for further and joint exploration of its profound culture, which is yet to be
found in detail.
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Ancient Qifeng Town

Located in Zhuxianzhen Town of Xiangfu District, it was established by Zheng Bing. a senior general of
the Zheng State during the Spring and Autumn Period (770-221BC), for stationing his troops. However,
this city was gradually abandoned due to the change of seat in the local government to Bianzhou in
712. Now, only a part of the 7-meter- tall and over-30-meter- wide wall in the west is left.
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