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» Purpose 4

This part is designed as a listening practice for the students to get some ideas about how'a

lecture is conducted and how to take notes. Taking notes is an important skill for all students. The

listening exercises are designed to enhance the students’ note-taking skills.

» Lesson Plan 4

This part contains two lectures with some listening, writing and oral tasks. They will take
about 30—50 minutes to complete. For each lecture, the teacher will have 10 minutes to present the
background information about what they will hear, go through the new terms and organize a discus-
sion about the topics the students will concentrate on. Then the students will have to listen to the

lectures and complete the tasks.

SECTION A

»»» Part | Pre-listening

P Teaching Suggestions 4

The purpose of this part is to warm up for the listening exercise. There are two related topics
for the students to discuss in pairs, and let them familiarize themselves with the words, phrases,
sentences and structures that they may use in their discussion first.

The teacher may ask them to form pairs for the discussion and explain a little bit about the terms.

2 Unit 1



Questions for Discussion

You are going to talk about the importance of roads in the past and the network of superhighways
today. Discuss the following topics with your partner.

1. What are some of the advantages and disadvantages of transportation on today’s

superhighways?

2. Some people believe that superhighways will be the main solution to some of China’s trans-

portation problems, but others disagree. What is your opinion?

Here are some useful words, phrases, sentences and structures you might use for your discussion.

Look at them first before you form a pair or a group for discussion.

Sentences and Structures

I don’t agree with you because ...
My opinion is that ...
I would like to point out that ...

DR W -

I think that superhighways have the following advantages ...

I don’t think it is right to abandon the railways completely.

cargo transportation  road service
attract foreign investment

condition

local products

Words and Phrases
cost life span pollution truck
land petrol/gas petrol/gas station  energy
demand convenient fast door-to-door delivery

economic development

> Part ]l Listening

B Teaching Suggestions 4

In this part, the students will listen to a lecture: Road Building. First of all, go through the new

Unit 1
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terms and make sure that everyone understands them. Then explain how to take notes.

How to take notes: It is very common for graduates to attend university lectures. Some lec-
tures are on a particular topic and delivered by well-known scholars, and some are offered as
regular courses in a university. In whatever situation, it is necessary to find out the best ways to
follow them effectively in order to get the most out of them. One of the skills is to effectively take
notes. When note-taking, one should write down the key words instead of complete sentences
concerning important persons, names of places, causes and outcomes of events, dates, and so on.
Also, the teacher should let them know that while taking notes, the students should list the key
words in an orderly way and number them. By doing so, one can acquire the main ideas in an
organized way. The following listening materials will provide a chance for students to practice this
skill.

Give the instructions and play the recording for the first time. For the first listening, the stu-
dents are required to get the main ideas and write down the key words. After the first listening, let
them check with each other before offering the key. For the second listening, tell them to write
down the details from the lecture. Then let them discuss what they have written and get some of

them to give their answers to the class.

Text 1

Road Building

A professor is going to give a lecture on road building and economic development in the United
States. First, look at the following terms that will appear in the lecture.

booming trade SLRE R B turnpike g7 8
immigrant S RAS R fee #*
link together AR vehicle F4m, MBhF

» Task 1 4 Listen and Take Notes

Listen to the recording and try to get the main ideas of the lecture by taking notes. Write your
notes in the blanks provided below. When the lecture has finished, talk with each other about what
you have written.

- Unit 1



» Tapescript 4

Road Building

Good morning, everyone. Today I'll be talking about the relationship between road building and

, the development of the American economy during the 18th century. About 300 years ago, the

United States” economy was growing rapidly, mainly because of a booming trade in two important
agricultural products: grain and cotton.

Grain output in the eastern part of America increased quickly at that time due to the rapidly
growing population and the large number of immigrants from Europe. As a result, the demand for
grain almost doubled. For this reason, the trade in grain first developed in this part of the country. At
the same time, the road system was gradually built up in order to transport the grain from the rural
areas to various cities. The road building clearly helped develop the economy quickly in these areas
and in the cities as well.

During the same period, farmers in the South could get a large amount of laborers from Africa,
and they started to grow cotton. As the cotton output increased, the farmers needed to sell it in other
places. As a result, many roads were built to link the rural areas to the cities.

At first, this trade of grain and cotton took place along the coast, or near rivers and lakes. It
took place there because it was easy and cheap to transport goods from one place to another. Before
1700, it was very expensive to move the goods by road. So, farmers had to rely mainly on rivers to
move their crops to markets.

At that time, there was only one continuous road that existed in the US. It ran from north to
south along country roads, which were linked together to make one long road. Within a short time,
the first east-to-west roads were built. They were called turnpikes. Private companies built these
roads and collected fees from all vehicles that traveled on them.

Eventually, because of the booming trade of grain and cotton, a network of roadways was
completed that connected some major cities and towns. Although traveling was still costly for
farmers, they soon preferred to move their crops to cities and other areas on roadways rather than
by boat because it was faster and more convenient.

So here we can see a rather clear picture of road building in the United States and its impact on

economic development during that period.

1. The lecture is mainly about e relationship between road building and economic development.
2. The two important agricultural products are o,uinand corron.

3. In the East they grew grain
In the South they ¢/ev corron.
4. Advantages of roads: jusrand convenient

5. Purpose for road building: ;o rransport grain and cotton

Unit 1 5



> Task 2 €4 Listen for Details

Listen to the recording again and try to answer the following questions. Write your answers in the
blanks provided below and then check your answers with each other.

1. About 300 years ago, what helped the United States’ economy grow rapidly?

A booming trade in grain and cotton.

2. Why was there a big demand for grain during the period from 1700 to 1800?

Because of the rapidly growing population and the large number of immigrants from Europe.

3. How was cotton output increased in the South at that time?
The farmers got laborers from Africa.
4. Why did trading first take place along the coast, and near rivers and lakes?

Because it was easy and cheap to transport goods from one place to another.

5. What did some private companies do as far as road building was concerned?

They built roads and collected fees.

»»» Part 11l Speaking

P Teaching Suggestions 4

This part is designed for oral practice related to the lecture. From the lecture, the students have
acquired some information about road building and some related words and expressions. After the
input (the lecture), it is necessary for the students to output (share) what they want to convey on
the topics or questions. The suggested way is to let the students form pairs and then choose some
students to present their opinions in front of the class.

For Task 2, let the students surf on the Internet and get as much information as possible about
the topics provided. Tell them that in the next class some of them will be asked to give a short

speech on the given topics with PPT

P Task 1 €4 Pair Work

Form pairs and answer the following questions. After a brief discussion, choose some people to
present their ideas in front of the class.

6 Unit 1



1. Some people believe that it is worthwhile to build roads and highways in rural areas because
they can promote the development of local economies. Others believe that in some poor areas

it may not work. What’s your opinion?
2. If you had a chance to travel from Shanghai to Hangzhou, would you prefer to take a plane,

a train or a bus?
3. There are some serious problems with highways in China. What are these problems and how

can they be tackled properly?

» Task 2 €4 Presentation

The students are expected to prepare an oral presentation on one of the following topics before the
next class. Some of them will be asked to do the presentation in front of the class.

1. The Earliest Road in China

2. The Silk Road of Southwestern China
(You can use the Internet to collect as much information as possible. Then give a short
speech to the whole class. PPT is welcome when you give your presentation.)

section 8 |

»»» Part | Pre-listening

» Teaching Suggestions 4

As mentioned before in the previous part, the purpose here is to warm up for the listening
exercise. There are four related questions for the students to discuss in pairs. Let them familiarize
themselves with the words, phrases, sentences and structures that they may use in their discussion
first.

The teacher may ask them to form pairs for discussion and explain a little bit about new terms

in the textbook.
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