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The Remembrance of Lilacs

The family had just moved to Rhode Island, and the young woman was feeling a
little gloomy on that Sunday in May. After all,it was Mother's Day — and 800 miles
separated her from her parents in Ohio.

She had called her mother that morning to wish her a happy Mother’s Day, and
her mother had mentioned how colorful the yard was now that spring had arrived. As
they talked, the young woman could almost smell the pleasant fragrance of purple
lilacs hanging on the big bush outside her parents’ back door.

Later, when she mentioned to her husband how she missed those lilacs, he
popped up from his chair. “I know where we can find all you want,” he said. “ Get
the kids and come on.”

So off they went,driving the country roads of northern Rhode Island on the kind
of day only mid-May can produce: sparkling sunshine, unclouded blue skies and
vibrant newness of the green growing all around. They went past small villages and
houses , past abandoned apple orchards, back to the old homestead covered by trees
and brush.

Where they stopped,there wasn’t a lilac bush in sight.

“Come with me,” the man said. “Over that hill is an old cellar hole , from some-
body’s farm of years ago, and there are lilacs all around it. The man who owns this
land said I could stroll around here anytime. I'm sure he won’t mind if we pick a few
lilacs. ”

Before they got halfway up the hill, the fragrance of the lilacs drifted down to
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them,and the kids started running. Soon, the mother began running too, until she
reached the top.

There , far from view of passing motorists , were the towering lilacs bushes. With a
smile ,the young woman rushed up to the nearest bush and buried her face in the
flowers, drinking in the fragrance and the memories it recalled.

While the man examined the cellar hole and tried to explain to the children what
the house must have looked like,the woman drifted among the lilacs. Carefully, she
chose a sprig here, another one there, and clipped them with her husband’s pocket
knife. She was in no hurry,enjoying each blossom as a rare and delicate treasure.

Finally , though , they returned to their car for the trip home. While the kids chat-
tered and the man drove,the woman sat smiling, surrounded by her flowers ,a faraway
look in her eyes.

When they were within three miles of home, she suddenly shouted to her hus-
band, “Stop the car! Stop right here!”

The man slammed on the brakes. Before he could ask her why she wanted to
stop ,the woman was out of the car and hurrying up a nearby grassy slope with the
lilacs still in her arms. At the top of the hill was a nursing home and,because it was
such a beautiful spring day, the patients were outdoors strolling with relatives or
sitting on the porch.

The young woman went to the end of the porch,where an elderly patient was sit-
ting in her wheelchair,alone ,head bowed , her back to most of the others. Across the
porch railing went the flowers, into the lap of the old woman. She lifted her head ,and
smiled. For a few moments, the two women chatted ,and then the young woman turned
and ran back to her family. As the car pulled away,the elderly woman in the wheel-
chair waved ,and held the lilacs tightly.

“Mom,” the kids asked, “who is that? Why do you give her our flowers? Is she
somebody’s mother?” The mother said she didn’t know the old woman. But it was
Mother’s Day, and she seemed so alone,and who wouldn’t be cheered by flowers?
“Besides,” she added,“T have all of you,and I still have my mother,even if she is
far away. That woman need those flowers more than I do.”

This satisfied the kids, but not the husband. The next day he purchased half a
dozen young lilacs bushes and planted them around their yard, and several times
since then he has added more.

I was that man. The young mother was, and is, my wife. Now,every May , our own
yard is filled with the fragrance of lilacs. Every Mother’s Day our kids gather purple
bouquets. And every year I remember that smile on a lonely old woman’s face, and

the kindness that put the smile there.
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gloomy

separate

mention

fragrance

pop

produce

sparkling

unclouded

vibrant

abandon

orchard

homestead

sight
stroll

drift

bury

New Words and Expressions

[ 'gluzmi |
[ 'separelt]
['menn |

[ 'frerrans |

[ pop ]
[ pro'djuzs ]
['spa:klip ]

['An 'klauvdid |
['vaibrant |

[ 2 'bsendon |

['ortfad ]

['houmsted |

[ salt]
[ straul |

[ drift ]

[ 'beri |

adj.

adj.

adj.
adj.

causing or suggestive of sorrow or
gloom JH Y ; B

force, take, or pull apart, move
apart 53 JF, 53

talk about someone or something
in a conversation &} , RS 5)

a pleasant smell /<, 75

to appear suddenly and unexpect-
edly AR BE, H i

to grow something or make it nat-
urally ( F AR ) 2™, ™
shining brightly with points of
flashing lights [N%= /), TR
free from clouds H5EHY

full of activity or energy 4= HLh
P

to leave the place, thing,or person

permanently or for a long time 5t

7. 05

a garden consisting of a small cul-
tivated wood without undergrowth
S, SR

a farmhouse , together with the land
around it P, K E

the range of vision FLEF, YLLK

to walk leisurely and with no appar-
ent aim & HHE

to move slowly on water or in the
air LU,

to press one’s face etc. into some-

thing $/K/ 3k S 4 3 - - B g %

£s R S O
g e e
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recall [ ri'ko:l] v. to remember a particular fact,event ,or ;
situation from the past [A[{Z;&, [FI4HE

sprig [ sprig] n. a small branch or division of a branch
/B

clip [klip] . to cut down or remove from something §
BT

delicate ['delikat | adj. small and beautifully shaped ¥§I5 /7,
LS

surround [ 2 'raund | v. to be all around someone or something
on every side }%%, [F%%

slam [ sleem | 0. to strike violently , usually with a loud
voice X

grassy ['grazsi | adj.  be full of grasses or be covered with
grasses Il ), BEIR )

porch [ postf] n. a raised platform built along the out-
side wall of a house and often covered
with a roof 7 Ji§

elderly [‘eldali | adj. advanced in years | T4EZ00Y, fSE/)

bow [ bau] v. to bend one’s knee or body, or lower
one’s head #4525 &

satisfy [ 'seetisfar v. to please someone by providing enough
of what they want i Ji# &%

purchase ['pa:tfas ] v. to buy something, especially something
big or expensive 3L, Kl

after all B

now that BESR BT

go off BT, B L

be covered by B P

in sight BN, EREN o

stroll around A TE-HOE

in no hurry AEZ , A

pull away CR%ESF) FFiatT3e, Ot

even if Bpfe, R4

S Esaeg oo s I e B T oer L v L L R e B R OV T T f Y ia & TR S S
R S i I i o R I e . R A e S A b A b A P B S T R R A N R B s A e Bl L IR oo
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o Notes

1. A& 3CH# H : http ://www. chinadaily. com. cn/language _tips/news/2013-04,/02/ content _
16369645. htm,,

Nilacs: 58T #4E (lilac) R BB,

- Rhode Island : Z 785 (REM4) .

. Mother’s Day: F}2E97 (LA B8 — AN EX) .

. Ohio : RZHN (EEM ) .

. nursing home : FA AJ7 IR B , 7 & P

AN L B W N

o Exercises

[ . Choose the best answer according to the text.

1. The woman felt gloomy because
A. she was very tired and had no time to relax
B. she had had a quarrel with her husband
C. her kids were too naughty ,which made her annoyed

D. it was Mother’s Day while she lived far away from her parents

2. When she mentioned to her husband how she missed those lilacs, he
A. made no response to her
B. went out to buy lilacs for her
C. stood up and took her to find what she wanted
D. asked her to go back to Ohio to see the beautiful flowers

3. What kind of person is her husband according to the passage?

A. Considerate. B. Indifferent.
C. Capable. D. Intelligent.

4. Which of the following statements is not true?
A. They drove along the country road to the destination.
B. The scenery in the journey was really beautiful.
C. The old homestead where they arrived was surrounded by trees and brush.

D. Right after they stopped,they saw beautiful lilacs everywhere.
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5. After arriving at the top of the hill,the woman
A. ran to the nearest bush of lilacs and enjoyed them
B. examined the cellar hole with her husband
C. listened to her husband talk about the story of the farm house
D. clipped the lilacs immediately with her husband’s pocket knife

6. The woman asked her husband to stop the car suddenly because
A. she felt a little car-sick and wanted to have a rest
B. she felt that there was something wrong with the car
C. she found that she left behind something important on the top of the hill
D. she found a lonely lady sitting in the wheelchair

7. What did the woman do when she got to the nursing house?
A. She accompanied the old lady to stroll around the porch.
B. She paid a visit to one of her relatives.

C. She repaired the wheelchair for the old woman.

D. She sent the lilacs to the lonely old woman and chatted with her.

8. What can be concluded from this passage?
A. The weather in May is the best in Ohio.
B. The old people live miserable lives in the U. S. .
C. Parents are the best example for children to follow.

D. Lilacs are always the favorite of women.
II . Enlarge your vocabulary.

1. The prefix mid- can be used to form nouns or adjectives that refer to the middle
part of a particular period of time,or the middle point of a particular place. Now
translate the following Chinese expressions into English by adding mid- to the ap-
propriate word .

(1YIEF, T () (EEBFN) TP
(3) i, i X () FH, TH

(5) i (6) fhE

(7) ik o (8)20it#2 80 AFAUHY
(9) =+ HA% (10) Pty

2. The suffix -y can be added to nouns to form adjectives, with the meaning “full of
having , containing ,or covered with”. Now translate the following Chinese expres-
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sions into English by adding -y to the appropriate word :
(1) A= E A ()RR, R
(3) WhIw i (4) R
(5) FHOEANE Y (6) HHZ5 VR Y
(7) ZFIH) (8) JeITHy
)& (10) A8/, iR

[I[. Fill in the blank with the suitable words or phrases given below. Change the form if

necessary.
b
separate mention produce abandon purchase
bury recall delicate grassy elderly 4
™ now that be covered by  in sight in no hurry  pull away
1. Mr. Brown his head in his newspaper.
2. You will that I sent you a warning of troubled times. Well now, almost every-

thing I forecast has come about.
“Take your time,” George told him. “I'm "
. Usually a woman’s breasts milk spontaneously after the birth.

. The pretty girl had hands.

AN L AW

you are a college student,you should learn to be independent of your parents’
help.
7. They have decided to teaching from research.
8. Peter had that he didn’t really like pop music.
9. The ground a thick blanket of snow.
10. Jim claimed that his parents had him.
11. They sat and had their lunch on a hillside.
12. 1 stood in the driveway and watched her back out and
13. Tickets must be four weeks in advance.
14. Many people live an idle life.
15. You should follow that man and keep him all the time.



St oo

& T ORBEIE (=)

[V. Complete the following sentences by translating the Chinese given in brackets after
the model into English.

Model 1:Over that hill is an old cellar hole, from somebody’s farm of years ago,and

there are lilacs all around it.

1. (BRYRTEA H %) , giving details of what is in the book.

2 (# Pl E — N ER AN ) ,who was reading a novel.

3. (Hb i —225 1) , which are to be shipped to Beijing.

4. (ITHu%E—4+152) ,with a gun in his hand.

I ( FRAK B & —LL97A ) , some enough to hold several towns.

Model 2 ; With a smile, the young woman rushed up to the nearest bush and buried her
face in the flowers,drinking in the fragrance and the memories it recalled.
1. She came into the room, (BF3@40) because of cold.
2.  (ME584R) , we all went home.
3. The teacher entered the classroom (FHREEHF-AP).
4. He felt asleep (TRE).
3. (ﬁkglﬂﬁﬁfﬁfﬂ) ,the new manager was too worried to

eat anything .

V. Choose the one that best completes the following sentence.

1. He will come to call on you the moment he his work.
A. has finished B. finishes C. finished D. to finish
2. The news has spread all over the country the hero has come back home.
A. what B. that C.or D. otherwise
3. Michael was ill, otherwise he present at the meeting.
A. has been B. wound be C. was D. wound have been

4. While playing computer games, g
A. the doorbell rang B. the doorbell rings

C. Tom heard the doorbell ring D. Tom heard the doorbell rings
5. The house she grew up has been taken down and replaced by a supermarket.

A.in it B. in what C. in that D. in which
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6. Laura’s children are well-behaved, those of her sister’s are very naughty.
A. and B. so C. thus D. while
7. How can you keep fit you drink so much every day?
A. but B. however C.if D. otherwise
8. Professor Wang keeps telling his students that the future to the well-educated.
A. is belonged B. is belonging C. belongs D. will be belonged
9. such a good chance,how could she let it slip away?
A. Having been given B. Giving
C. Having given D. Give
10. Franklin has already given up the of smoking for the sake of health.
A. custom B. habit C. hobby D. convention

11. As he entered the room he could see big bright lights hung from the

A. roof B. ceiling C. top D. height
12. A lot of workers will be laid if this company is closing up.
A. down B. out C. aside D. off
13; fire,,all exits must be kept clear.
A. In place of B. In case of C. Instead of D. In spite of
14. Some developing countries are trying to the serious problems resulting from pol-
lution.
A. cope with B. step up C. cut off D. end up
15. You shouldn’t always fault with other people.
A. look for B. seek C. find D. put
16. Johnson is the only man in the town today that has survived the war.
A live B. alive C. lived D. active
17. After he retired from office, Jimmy fishing and fell in love with it.

A. took up B. save up C. kept up D. drew up
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18. Don’t be so panic and us exactly what has happened.
A. say B. speak C. talk D. tell

VI. Translate the following passage into English.

FE b RS A (ritual ) |, 2 —FoRS B0 K (refined taste) A7 . 7ETR IR
B, AA 1454000 (1ake delight in) ShAS AT HR . W 28 IO R 2 b [ N e A 7 ) T 3 7 X
FEad 25, AATTRE SR (teahouse ) FF8R— R A AETE o o [ A 505 AH 24 T [ B9 o4
RIS AW . 63X B, AT W 2%, i 508 b Jy 38 P S0 BOIA 6 8 kAT B A Y
(furious ) it

VII. Cloze.

Tourism has become a very big business. For Spain, Italy and Greece, it is the largest

1 of foreign exchange,and even for Britain, it is the fourth. Faced 2 this huge new

income ,no government can afford to look 3 on the business; questions of hotel bath
rooms , beach umbrellas and ice-cream sales are now 4 by ministers of tourism with sol-
emn expertise. Before the Second World War the tourist industry was widely 5 as being
unmanly and stupid. But tourism has become a new industry,as trade business used 6 ;
in Spain, Italy, Greece and much of Eastern Europe, new road systems have opened up in
the country,first to tourists,and 7  to industry and locals.

Much of tourism is a nationalized industry,a 8  part of national planning. In a
place west of Marseilles,the French government is killing mosquitoes and building six big
vacation places to 9  nearly a million tourists. In Eastern Europe,a whole new seaside
culture has sprung up over the last few years:the governments have greatly benefit when

tourists from the West multiply from half a million four years 10  to nearly two million

last year.
1. A. factor B. resource C. source D. cause
2. A off B. of C. with D. for
3.A.up B. on C. for D. down
4. A. decided B. discussed C. argued D. sold
5. A. regarded B. told C. talked D. spread
6. A. be done B. done C.to do D. to doing
7. A. than B. later C. then D. latter
8. A. key B. minor C. linking D. questioning
9. A. attract B. pull C. put D. contain
10. A. since B. before C. ago D. after
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V. Writing.

#3113 (exemplification ) S J& ¥ F MU — Bl ik . RIS ik ol DO &
o4 AR U0 A A T RIE , s o] AR ik T 28 £ 0] 5~ oF8F e ufle LA P Aot ol AT T G 5 B A 1Y
WL SRR Syt A AT A, RS SEBRIR 1 AL, 8K e 28 i £ 7 i
W5 55— B a2 0], SR I SN2 061 For 4 e W9 1) A0 o

f'J;fH }‘ﬁfﬁ'hi;ﬂ*ﬂnmr G, T I AR 491 1~ 0 20T 1 S L I IR 9] 1~ 4 20
AR LAY AR L 28 BT, B 1 i i for example ZF 5 00 B A A

v > A
a case in pomt,ior instance ,as an example ,to illustrate 55

Sample 1

The mass media has great influence on our life. For example , the newspaper supplies
us with a variety of news every day. It keeps us informed of the political situation of the
world. It tells us the changes in society and indicates the difference of the customs of one
nation from those of another. By reading newspapers , we acquire a stock of knowledge which
helps us a great deal in coping with the changing world. Radio helps us hear the news or
even what is happening, such as a football match. Television presents vivid pictures about
the whole world. Turn on the switch and you can see what is happening “on the spot™. And

the education program on television can supply us with useful knowledge.

Sample 2

Knowledge often results only after persistent investigation. For instance ,Albert Einstein,
after a lengthy examination of the characteristics of matter and energy , formulated his famous
Theory of Relativity ,which now acts as a basis for further research in nuclear physics. Investi-
gations into the causes of polio have provided us with the means for prevention and cure of
this dreaded disease only after many years of research. As students ,we are oo determined in

our investigation to find , retain,and contribute to the store of human knowledge.

Writing Practice
if«fﬁ%ffﬂ‘} RN — R84 No Pains ,No Gains™ {855 S0 SC, 7R 1120 75
L A& ®E B — a8k, — gk "
2.5 b AR Z AR AR I SAIE 17X v%il
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Self-discipline: the Lazy Man s Enemy

The world is full of people who have a desire to change. They set goals, then sit
down and write a step-by-step process of how they are going to accomplish these
goals. They get pumped up and say they are ready to start the next day. They go to
sleep that night and in the morning. . . there’s no change. It is easy to get yourself
pumped for change when you say you'll start tomorrow.

You can talk all you want about change ,but what makes things happen is your
self-discipline. You have to have the willpower to make the change on your own.
Being self-disciplined makes you a better person. You are able to accomplish more,
improve yourself,and have more experiences.

Many people take the lazy road because it’s easier. They talk and talk about the
kind of person they want to be. They even say what things they would do to change,
but it never happens. Developing self-discipline is difficult. You can’t be lazy and

have self-discipline , these two can’t go hand in hand. I have always valued self-discip-

line and I strive to push myself farther and farther,to extend my limits.

A few years ago | worked for an organization that helped people. It was at this
time that I learned my greatest lesson about self-discipline. The president over my area
was an amazing man and his wife was just as impressive. They have travelled the
world together. He can speak over 12 languages;he is an entrepreneur and self-made
millionaire. He ran 100-mile marathons through the mountains of China and hiked
without guides through the jungles of Africa. Needless to say, he is one of the most
amazing people | have ever met.

I had the opportunity to meet one on one with him several times. On one occa-

sion I asked him how he and his wife had come to do so many things and travel to so

many places. He told me what it comes down to is being disciplined. You have to

know when to say yes and when to say no. You have to know your limits and have the
determination to push yourself through them. I asked him how he became so discip-

lined. He told me that there are two things you need to do to accomplish this.



