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Abstract: During the Theoretical Era (c. 1968-1987), ethics was accused and attacked by lots of
eminent theorists. The Paul de Man affair and a few other stimuli brought the ethics
back to the agenda of humanities. However, the inherent paradoxes and controversies of
contemporary ethics make it impossible to assume the innocent liberal-humanistic moral
criticism. In virtue of the dialogue and interaction between ethics and literature, we may
overcome some shortcomings in both disciplines owing to the long-term isolation.
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