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Li Tie Shu, born in Gaoyang, Hebei province.

Member of China Arts Association, Member of China Senior
Professor Association, Professor of Coal teachers college, Member of
An Hui higher education Arts Discipline teaching qualification council,
Member of China Pastel Arts Exhibition.

Li has been pursuing the combination of traditional Chinese
painting and western painting in his career. As to his conception of
Arts, he puts emphasis on the expression of emotion and mind states.
Mr. Li is skilled in pastel and oil painting, his works are welcomed by
both domestic and international Arts exhibitions. His personal Pastel
Arts Exhibitions were held in 15 cities, for example Beijing, Shanghai,
Tianjin, Nanjing, Ji'nan, Shijiazhuang, Hefei, Yangzhou and Wuxi. He
was the first artist to hold a personal Pastel Arts Exhibition since the
found of PRC. China News Film collected his works in “New Mother
China” serial. He also became a guest of China Central Television,
who made a story named “Li Tie Shu’s Pastel Arts”. After that, lots
of provincial TV stations including Hebei and Tianjin TV station
invited Mr. Li. His works appeared on the art section of “China Daily”,
"Beijing Times", “Liberty Times” and other art publications. People’s
University and China Art Museum kept his works in collection. Mr. Li
also published “Li Tie Shu Pastel Arts Works” and “Basic of Pastel
Painting”.

Mr. Li also devotes his energy on oil painting. In his search to
unite different art ways, he also put emphasis on the research and
expression of national and traditional arts spirits.
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A silent song written with pastle colours

Professor Li Tieshu was a classmate of mine. We used to take courses in Baoding Normal
School together. Professor Li is gentle and quiet in nature, which was quite like me. We became
close friends but were separated unfortunately when we joined different high schools. Professor Li
and | didn’t meet each other again until the 1980s, when, by sheer fortune, | learned news about
Professor Li. By then we both had became professional artist and took career in art education.
Professor Li was head of Arts Department in Huai Bei Coal Normal Academy and he invited me
to give lectures on China’s arts history. That was when | rejoined with Professor Li and for the first
time became acquanted with his pastle works. However, | didn’'t know | would be charmed with
those exordinary painting of his soon enough.

Pastle painting has its origin in Western Europe. The technique involes using specially-made
pastles to paint on adhesive, coloured papers to produce a effect rich in subtleness and persuasive
in details. A pastle painting is featured in its freshness, its exquisiteness, and its variation in colour.
It is outstanding in producing complex environment and atmosphere and held an unique position.
Pastle painting was first brought to China by artists who went to Frence in pursuit of Western art
ways. Among them were Li Chao-Shi, Xu Bei-Hong, and Liang Wen-Lian, who later breed the
first generation of Chinese pastle artists. Pastle painting gained popularity with its comparatively
low-request on painting materials, but soon fell into silence due to many reasons. After 10-year’s
Culture Revolution, China embraced a revival in arts. Some senir artists call on to “rescue China’s
pastle painting”, and pastle painting flourished once more. Professor Li first enjoyed Mr. Xu Bei-
hong’s original pastle painting when he was still a college student, and from then on kept working
on pastle arts. In 1981, his pastle paintings were exhibited in Beijing, Tianjin and Shanghai.
His works were warmly welcomed by the ordinarys and gained praises among artists as well.
Professor Li’s work was also a dedication to the “rescue of China’s pastle painting”.

A wide rang of subjects appeared in Professor Li's pastle works including nature view,
flowers, figures. Among these nature view and flowers were my favorite. Professor Li, with his
sharp observation, rich inmagination and romance of a poet, capture all instant changes and
feelings of nature into his paintings which became a reduction of his profound love for this
cosmos. His paintings are so enjoyable with their rich subtleness, exquisite details, fluent touches,



combination of liveliness and elegancy, soft and fresh colours.

Professor Li always discover touching artistic conception in everyday life, and bring it to the
readers with room for imagination. In the painting “silence”, silvery moon light is flowing on still
earth, an ancient tree stretching its branches in front of a line of houses, one of the window is
glowing with golden light. What could the owner of that light doing? Is he reading a book, working
on a script or in the middle of a conversation with his friend? Professor Li developed a fondness of
waterscape. In other painting named “returning boat”, a row of boats are tied to the fence on the
bank, an empty wooden hut stands still with its reflection dancing on the surface of river. There
is no one in the picture; only dusk mist dyes everything into a golden tune. In “Night's Ferry”, all
scenery are hiding from the reader’s view except for one tiny light beaming through the thick blue
and grey fog. In “Pool Side” trees are all over the picture, sky can only be seen with branches
blocking your view. It is a serenade written with various blue colours. All these works of Professor
Li show his outstanding technique of mastering colours and tunes with each work representing
different atmosphere, various emotions in its tuning and ever-new boundaries of its creator. It's a
tradition of Chinese painting to pursuit the combination of “emotions and nature”, and see painting
as a “silent poem”. Now the pastle silent poems are here for you, knocking gently on the front gate
of your heart. In the meanwhile, I'm pleased to see Professor Li is making new explorations and
progress in pastle painting, which represents his preciseness and devotion to pastle arts.

I'm glade to hear Professor Li is going to publish his paintings again. And that is why | wrote
this essay in dedication to Professor Li's works. Howvever my writing is far from adequate to show
the achievements of Professor Li. It is more of my personal feelings. The subtlety and beauty of
arts can only be appreciated by readers themselves by making deeper aethetics communication
with the artist himself through this book.

Author: Bo Song-Nian (professor of Central Academy of Fine Arts, entitled by China Artists Association as

"professor highly acheived in Arts History")
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