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Congratulatory Letter

Distinguished Leiden University and Cultural Relics Bureau of

Chengde:

On the occasion of the 300th Anniversary of the founding of the
Mountain Summer Resort, it is gratifying to hear the heartening news
that the book “Pule Temple” , the first monograph of the series of
“Imperial Temples of Chengde” , has been published. On behalf of
Municipal People’s Government of Chengde, I warmly congratulate the

two contributors, Leiden University of the Netherlands and the Cultural |

Relic Bureau of Chengde.

Chengde, a city with long history and profound culture, is dotted |
with many attractions such as the Mulan Hunting Ground, a place for |
hunting and drilling armies during the reigns of Qing Emperor Kangxi |
and Emperor Qianlong: the Mountain Summer Resort, the largest |

existing imperial garden comprising mainly 72 scenic spots and built
during the heydays of Kangxi and Qianlong; and the “Eight Outer
Temples” , a cluster of imperial temples built in artistic styles of
different ethnic groups of China including Han, Manchu, Mongol, Tibet
and Uygur. Chengde has a temperate and suitable climate and the most
diversified natural landscape. And its ancient culture bestows the local
people the disposition of enthusiasm, hospitality, friendliness and
progressiveness. As early as in 1998 during his visit to Chengde, Mr.

Roland Silva, the former chairman of the International Council on |

Monuments and Sites, showed his great interests in exquisite gardening

art of the Mountain Summer Resort and splendid and magnificent |
imperial temples. Ever since then, Mr. Silva, as an architecture |
specialist himself who has been traveled to more than a hundred
countries over the world, came to Chengde every year. Attracted deeply z

by the architectures of Chengde, Mr. Silva suggested that the Municipal
People’s Government of Chengde should, cooperating with international
scholars, write a book or series of books presenting in detail the cultural
relics and scenes of Chengde, and therefore could introduce the

splendid culture of the city to the foreign friends. The idea was favored |

and the Cultural Relics Bureau of the city was designated by the
municipal government to complete the project. With great efforts of Mr.
Silva, the bureau and the University of Leiden started the collaborating
work on writing and editing of the series of “Imperial Temples of
Chengde” . A total of five monographs comprise the series which cover
the following areas of study including “historical backgrounds” ,
“architecture, painting and sculpture” , “materials, techniques and
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style” . “ritual and iconography” ., and “aesthetics values” of the
five selected temples - Puren, Puning, Pule, Putuozongcheng, and
Xumifushou - in both Chinese and English, with vivid illustrations of
old and new photos, architectural plans and paintings. The detailed
descriptions represent the historical course of state policies towards
nationalities, culture, religious arts and unity of the country during the
heydays of Qing Emperor Kangxi and Emperor Qianlong.

As a result of two year’s joint work, “Pule Temple” , the first of
the series, has eventually been launched. It is the very first time that the
Cultural Relics Bureau of Chengde has such writing project in
collaboration with international scholars. The joint project, regarded as
a high level academic exchange of both sides, greatly accelerates
Chengde’s development of cultural relic as well as economic
development and international cooperation. Meanwhile, it shows the
effort of the city to step into the right path of internationalized
management and keep pace with the world. And also thanks to the
cooperation, on 14th February, 2002, Chengde city and Mahanuvara in
Sri Lanka signed an agreement on being mutual friendly cities. Similar
to Chengdu city, Mahanuvara has a long history and possesses rich
cultural relics and historical sites. The city hosts the world-famous
Buddha’s Tooth Festival. Her outstanding experience in protection on
cultural relic is of great value to us.

At the moment of this double happiness - the 300th Anniversary of
the founding of the Mountain Summer Resort and the launch of the
monograph of “Pule Temple Chengde” - I, on behalf of the
Municipal Party Commission of the Central Commission and the
Municipal People’s Government of Chengde, would like to thank the
University of Leiden of the Netherlands, the Cultural Relics Bureau of
Chengde and the staff editing the series of the “Imperial Temples of
Chengde™ for their hard-working and input to the development of
Chengde’s cultural relics. My thanks also go to international specialists
and scholars for their great support. Chengde is an auspicious land of
civilization, and the people living here love peace. We hope to
cooperate with much more international friends, and make progress
together for the aim of protecting, developing and utilizing our common
cultural legacies - the Mountain Summer Resort and its outlying
imperial temples.

Mayor of Chengde Municipality

Jing Chunhua
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Congratulations

«Universal Joy»

The presentation of the first volume in this series of monographs on
the Buddhist-Lamaist Temples of the Chengde Mountain Resort to
celebrated three hundred years of its existence is indeed a symbol of
universal joy. Leiden University is deeply honoured by its association
with the Chengde Cultural Relics and Gardening Administration
Bureau, which succeeded admirably in assembling a scholarly team and
completing this volume in order to present a site as unique as Pule Si,
the Temple of Universal Joy. Written in two languages, using accessible
and familiar terms for both the Chinese and international public, and
richly illustrated, this volume truly embodies a spirit of close co-
operation and open dialogue, and it enhances the growing scholarly
achievements that I hope mutual exchange will continue to foster
between the City of Chengde, the Chengde Cultural Relics and

Gardening Administration Bureau and Leiden University.

Prof. Dr. D. Breimer,
Rector Magnificus Leiden University,
The Netherlands.
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Preface
By Yang Boda

The Mountain Summer Resort and the Eight Outer Temples in
Chengde, being the outstanding paradigms of Ming and Qing palace
architectural arts and having a strong flavor of imperial colors and
distinctive era characters along with the Forbidden City in Beijing, are
popular and venerated by people both in and out of China. Today no
matter how much we evaluate her would not be high enough because
our knowledge and understanding of her are still in the initial stage.
Over the half century, the Cultural Relics Bureau (including the former
Culture Bureau) of Chengde and all of its employees, under the able
leadership of the Municipal Party Commission and the Municipal
People’s Government of the city and with the concerns of national
academia, have undergone their hard, untiring but effective work. Their
achievements have been well recognized and acknowledged by both
China Central Government and the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). She, the Mountain
Summer Resort and her outlying imperial temples, therefore, has gained
a good few of laurels, making her world-famous. And these honors
were brought by her contents of history, religions, arts and cultures and
have demonstrated her eternal regeneration as spring coming to the
withered trees. She will stand erect in the city of Chengde as a symbol
of architectural rarity of the Chinese nation as well as a witness of the
history.

[ am very pleased to learn that the Cultural Relics Bureau of
Chengde and University of Leiden of the Netherlands have launched the
magnum opus of “Imperial Temples of Chengde” series, which
marks the end of the humiliating history that all copyrights of large-
scale publications on the subject of the Mountain Summer Resort and
the Eight Outer Temples were controlled by foreigners. When it was
steered into shape, Madam Zhao Ling, the director of Cultural Relics
Bureau of Chengde, invited me to preface the masterpiece. Casting back
the pleasant experience of cooperating closely with the Mountain
Summer Resort, which remains fresh in my memory, I found no reason
to decline such a request. It is my great honor to write this short preface.

It was during the later stages of the “Cultural Revolution” that I
had been to the Mountain Summer Resort for the first time. I was
greatly gratified to see that the resort was protected from the calamity
and hence kept her former appearance intact. When I was mounting on
its wall after a tour of the Mountain Summer Resort and looking at the
Buddhist monasteries sitting east and north beyond the imperial
complex from afar, the first thing came into my mind is that “a cluster
of stars surrounding the moon” . It is the radial and centripetal power
that forms the scarce architectural group and masterwork of arts, which
never fail to be admired by their visitors. Crossing the Wuliechuan
Bridge out of the Mountain Summer Resort, I got to the Puren Temple,
and then to the Putuozongcheng Temple and the Xumifushou Temple by
turning to north and west. After a complete view of eight imposing
temples, I began to comprehend the triumph of the national unity of the
Qing Dynasty and understand the incomparable artistic charms of both
Han and Tibetan Buddhism. It took a while for me to get calmed from
the surging emotion and thoughts. Having thought about it thoroughly
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