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~— Forewords

This volume collects the papers presented on the occasion of two combined events that took place in Vienna in
April 2011: the symposium “The art and cultural history of central and western Tibet” and the workshop “Cultural
Heritage Preservation” (co-organized with The Heritage Preservation Committee for the Study of Historic Tibetan
Architecture (CSHTA) of the International Association of Tibetan Studies — IATS). The events were co-hosted by
the University of Vienna Research Platform Center for Interdisciplinary Research and Documentation of Inner and
South Asian Cultural History (CIRDIS) and the Austrian Science Fund FWF/NFN project Cultural History of the
Western Himalaya (CHWH), both directed by Deborah Klimburg-Salter.

The Vienna 2011 symposium can be considered as a follow-up to the seminar “History and Art Culture of
Tibetan Buddhism” held in Beijing in 2007 thanks to the initiative of the Institute of History Studies of the China
Tibetology Research Center (CTRC). This seminar marked the beginning of the collaboration between the scholars
of CHWH and CIRDIS based in Vienna, and the CTRC in Beijing. The seminar represented a fruitful opportunity
— for both the “Vienna team” and the group of scholars from Chinese inland and the TAR who participated in the
event — to learn from each other, by introducing the ongoing research and sharing methodologies and experiences
that originated in different environments. The volume The Cultural History of Western Tibet: Recent Research from
the China Tibetology Research Center and the University of Vienna co-published in 2008 (Beijing and Vienna), which
brought together the papers presented at the 2007 seminar, is the tangible outcome of the dialogue emerging from
this experience. The 2007 initiative confirmed the importance of continuing this cooperation and promoting further
occasions of inter-institutional exchange. Hence in 2011 the CIRDIS and CHWH organized a second similar event,
this time in Vienna. We were especially pleased that many distinguished scholars in the field of Tibetology joined
the event — which proved to be, again, an effective platform for the open exchange of current research and mutual
learning through the interdisciplinary dialogue. Moreover, we were happy to see that we have again joined together
to produce the second “CTRC-Vienna” collaboration volume.

The contributions we are honoured to present in this volume reflect the newest research in the fields of history,
art and archaeology and textual studies on Tibet, and are arranged accordingly in sections. The last two sections deal
with heritage preservation and digitalization of research archives. The ever expanding interest in Tibetan studies
and the consequent increase of archaeological discoveries after field research promoted by academic institutions in
the last decade have raised the inevitable necessity of an engagement toward issues of preservation of the ancient
Tibetan culture and the conservation of archaeological sites and monuments that are so important for the preserva-
tion of the cultural history of this area. We are grateful for the favourable circumstances that allowed us to host — in
combination with the symposium “The art and cultural history of central and western Tibet”” — the workshop “Cul-
tural Heritage Preservation” (the second of this kind held in Vienna). Our thanks go to the CTRC Publishing House
and to our colleagues of CTRC who agreed to include some of the papers in this volume. We have chosen to present,
in particular, the account of the experience derived from two projects of restoration and preservation of traditional
Tibetan structures in the TAR, religious and vernacular. In the related section we would like to remember especially
the work done in this field by André Alexander, he sadly and unexpectedly passed away in January 2012.

In concluding our foreword, we shall express our gratitude for this publication to: Austrian Science Fund Na-
tional Research Network, which has financed the activities of the CHWH project from 2007 to 2013; the University



of Vienna of which the Research Platform CIRDIS is a part; the office of the Rector of the University of Vienna
Univ. Prof. Heinz W. Engl and Univ. Prof. Susanne Weigelin-Schwiedrzik (Vice Rector for Research and Career De-
velopment) for encouragement and additional funding; the Department of Art History of the University of Vienna
and its Chairman at the time of the symposium Univ. Prof. Sebastian Schiitze. We are thankful to our colleagues
from the CTRC, particularly our co-editors of the Institute of History Studies: Dr. Liang Junyan, who took on tena-
ciously the laborious task of coordinating translations (and doing most of the translations herself) of Chinese and
English articles, beside organizing the editorial work of the texts in Chinese; and Prof. Zhang Yun, director of the
Institute, who continuously supported this publication project in many ways. We couldn’t have achieved the success-
ful completion of this volume without the help of numerous other people. Our special thanks go to Sarah Teetor and
Elisabeth Wiirzl from the CHWH coordination; Ute Wallenbock, who helped in the communications with China and
the editorial work on the translations in Vienna; Natasha Kimmet for final English proofreading and Monica Strinu
for the layout work in Vienna.

Erika Forte, Vienna, October 2014

I would like to particularly acknowledge the extremely harmonious collaboration between CIRDIS and CTRC
throughout the several years during which the editors together with the contributors worked on this scholarly bilin-
gual publication.

For this I thank most sincerely Erika Forte who was responsible for editing and coordinating all the aspects of
the English edition and Liang Junyan who had the same responsibility for the Chinese edition. I thank also Prof.
Zhang Yun for his wise counsel in shepherding this book through publication. The Center for Interdisciplinary Re-
search and Documentation of Inner and South Asian Cultural History (CIRDIS), together with the Cultural History
of the Western Himalaya (CHWH), financed by the Austrian Science Funds (FWF) were responsible for the or-
ganization of the Conference and the layout skillfully designed by Monica Strinu, while the CTRC were completely
responsible for the actual printing.

I am personally grateful to the University of Vienna, particularly the Rector, O. Univ.-Prof. Dipl.-Ing. Dr. Dr.h.c.
Heinz W. Engl and the then Vice-Rector, Univ.-Prof. Dr. Susanne Weigelin-Schwiedrzik for providing additional
financial support and creative solutions at various critical moments. An unusual feature of this seminar was the inclu-
sion of a section on Tibetan heritage preservation.

We are particularly grateful here for Mag. Dr. Franz Sattlecker, director of the Schlo Schonbrunn Kultur- und
Betriebsges.m.b.H., who hosted us at the palace of Schonbrunn and provided the basis for a lively and extended
discussion. And lastly I thank the patient contributors, who graciously indicated their understanding of the problems
involved in translating and coordinating the bilingual aspects of the texts. The present director of CIRDIS, Univ.-
Prof. Dr. Martin Gaenszle, joins me in the hope for continued fruitful cooperation of this nature in the future.

Deborah Klimburg-Salter, Director of CIRDIS 2006 — May, 2015
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