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| Preface

Painted Earthenware Theatrical Figures
-Folk Painted Figurines of Chaozhou and Shantou

Taiwan is a harmonious multi-racial society. However, since the Ming and Qing dynasty, the majority of immigrants
from mainland China are descendants of the Minnan people. This has formed the bulk of the language and traditional
culture that we are most familiar with these days-. However, although there were Hakka people who migrated from
Guangdong province, they have preserved their distinctive way of life and culture. The cultures of these two places
followed the migration of the Minnan and Hakka people, and gradually spread across the island. As the years passed,
these cultures gradually fused together and shaped the unique Taiwanese culture of today.

Regarding craft, Chaozhou craftsmen stand alongside the crafts of Zhangzhou and Quanzhou.Traditional gold
lacquer wood carving, in particular, is the most beautiful, and ranks number one in the Fujian and Guangdong provinces.
Today, many of their works are still preserved, but most locals cannot discern the details of their origin. Just like the
construction period of Tainan's Tsui-sian-kiong Temple in the Qing Dynasty Kangxi period, Chaozhou craftsmen were
hired and brought here for the construction. Thus, traditional Chaozhou architectural art left its beautiful mark in Taiwan.
The popular ancient shadow puppet show "Chao Diao" in the high Pingtung area has also become a legacy of glamorous
Chaozhou opera. Although Chaozhou opera has become rare in Taiwan today, it still remains very popular outside
the Chaoshan region among the Chinese communities in Southeast Asia. The Chaoshan painted Ang Gian Pian works
exhibited this time can be considered as a ingenious product formed by the combination of Chaoshan crafts and opera.

The painted figurines from Chaozhou, also known as "Ang Gian Pian", is a type of popular local lifestyle
accessories. They can be played with, sent as gifts, or used in ritual celebrations at temples. They can also be placed with
other offerings on altar tables to please the gods. Every "Pian" (screen) comes from a scene in Chaozhou opera. Like a
still, the figurines display postures of singing songs. Their lively expressions, vivid gestures, detailed robes and crowns
all involve fine work and magnificent colors, displaying the crafts men's skills.

Much appreciation goes to Ms. Lu Yin-Shi for her generosity in providing the exhibit items for this " Painted
Earthenware Theatrical Figures-Folk Painted Figurines of Chaozhou and Shantou" by the National Museum of History,
thus allowing hundreds of these exhibits to be unprecedentedly displayed. The exquisite workmanship and variety of the
items are considered rare even in today's local Chaoshan region. I would like to thank Professor Chen Yi Kai for his huge
effort in researching Ang Gian Pian. His generous guidance also allows us to have a deeper understanding of the origins
and development of Ang Gian Pian, and the Chaozhou opera culture that it represents. He has contributed greatly to the
content of this exhibition by making it rich with knowledge and interesting. I would also like to thank Professor Lin
Pao-Yao for writing the introduction text, and Professor Wang Li-Jia and Professor Shen Hairong for writing the special
articles on opera. I hope that while the audiences are appreciating the Chaoshan painted figurines, they can also gain an
understanding of the cultural heritage and the beauty of the arts at the same time, and thus stimulate their recognition and
interests for traditional crafts and folk opera.

Director, National Museum of History
%. o
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| Preface

"Ang Gian Pian" ( £f75% ) folk art of Chaozhou culture was popular from the middle of the Qing Dynasty to the
early years of the Republic. It has been about 100 years since then. The figurines are about 20 cm tall with vivid facial
expressions and body movements that tell the story of the opera. All of them are agile in their martial arts postures. This
is especially so for the Chou (clown) character, which has a playful and cheeky style that makes people smile, and it was
what deeply attracted me to keep one for collection.

It has already been more than 20 years to date since the review of the "Ang Gian Pian" collection. The source of the
folk art and its theme were unknown back then, until the year 2000 when Professor Chen Yi-Kai went to Chaozhou to
conduct field investigation. After two years of research involving evidence-tracing and research, he has finally traced the
art back to Dawu Village, Fuyang Town, Chao'an County, Chaozhou City.

These works were made at low temperatures, and were therefore not easy to preserve. However, due to the effort we
put into collecting and preserving, we managed to prevent the works from being scattered, lost, and disfigured. Most of
these little figurines (with store numbers) have the word T4 'he' (meaning 'fit') printed on their backs, just like how
they 'fit' the intentions of buyers, givers, or those receiving them as gifts. Back then, these figurines were the best gifts
during festivals (such as New Year holidays) or celebrations (like marriages, new births, promotions, birthdays). They
were also used by temples for worship or display purposes.

In November 2003, these figurines were displayed during the "Chaoshan Painted Clay Exhibition" at the Kaohsiung
Museum of Fine Arts, but due to space limitations, only 106 of them were displayed. Thanks to the recognition of the
National Museum of History, the number of works exhibited this time was many more times than the number exhibited
previously, allowing this classic collection to be presented more completely.

Firstly, I would like to thank Professor Chen Yi-Kai for his curatorial assistance in this exhibition, Professor Wang
Chen-An for the restoration of cultural relics, opera scholar Professor Wang Li-Jia, and Beijing opera star cum renowned
actor Professor Shen Hairong. Through their academic and theater performance practices, it is possible to explain the
profoundness of opera in simple terms. This is the best form of promotion for the art form.

Lastly, I would like to express our immense gratitude to the museum's Director Mr. Chang, Deputy Director Mrs.
Kao, and the rest of the colleagues at the museum who have participated in this.

Collector

L, Yin— She
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| Preface
The Beauty of Chaozhou Folk Art

The beauty of Chaozhou folk art is not well-known by the locals. It was because of this reason that more than 10
years ago, the "Chaoshan painting, Ang Gian Pian Special Exhibition" was held at the Kaohsiung Fine Arts Museum
from November 2003 till April the following year. It was the first time that the public got to see these little fine figurines,
and they were blown away by their beauty and multiple variations. The sudden loss of interest in this art form after that
was very sad for people dedicated to it.

Chaozhou folk art stands alongside art from Zhangzhou and Quanzhou to form the three important subjects of
traditional arts since migrating to Taiwan. In particular, traditional gold lacquer wood carving is the most beautiful, and
ranks number one in the Fujian and Guangdong provinces. It is regrettable that today locals only know about the beauty
of Zhangzhou and Quanzhou arts, and know very little or even ignore the arts of Chaozhou. Here's an overview. During
the Qing Dynasty Kangxi period Year 54 (1715), Mr. Zhuo Er Tan, who was the water guard station member at Zuoying,
called together the businesses of Zhangzhou and Quanzhou to raise funds for the re-construction of Tainan's Tsui-sian-
kiong Temple. They hired the famous "Chaozhou craftsmen" crew to build the temple. It took a total of four years till
completion. This is the beauty of traditional Chaozhou architectural art, which became an important testimony on the
island of Taiwan. As for the popular ancient shadow puppet show "Chao Diao" in the high Pingtung area, there is no need
to elaborate.

"Ang Gian Pian", Chaozhou painted figurines, is a type of popular local lifestyle accessories from more than one
hundred years ago, which can be played with or sent as gifts. It can also be used during ritual celebrations at temples,
placed next to offerings on altar tables as beautiful decoration. This is just like the commonly-seen "table view" of
Taiwan. However, most importantly, the Ang Gian Pian figurines were used for opera festivals at temples, made to
showcase their exquisite waist figures. Therefore, most craftsmen took this opportunity to dedicate their utmost efforts
to demonstrate their best. Once the work is presented on the altar table, one will understand why this is an important
representation of Chaozhou folk art! It is actually also the facade of government officials and businessmen!

In recent years, the protection and promotion of intangible cultural heritage is on the rise in China. Ang Gian
Pian, a type of Chaozhou painted figurines of more than 100 years, has been regarded as the first choice for the most
valuable local item. Nonetheless, in the decades of development, it has been forgotten as a precious folk art, and has
been constantly abandoned and faced with the threat of extinction. Today, it is difficult to see this work in the regular
environments of village settlements. Even in Chaozhou City's local museum (Confucius Temple), or at Guangzhou City
at the large city museum which was built for the Asian Games, it is still difficult to be able to see the full and complete
Ang Gian Pian opera work with the complete characters.

On the other hand in Taiwan, due to the early collection by the museum here ( EHHEFIZEMIEE ), local Ang Gian Pian
folk art treasures have been preserved for a long time since the end of Qing Dynasty. Hence, the exhibition today not
only lets us savor these works, but also to fulfill our responsibility in protecting intangible cultural heritage, and to pass
on the intangible cultural heritage value of this rare Chaozhou folk art.

Professor Emeritus, Taipei National University of the Arts
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