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ABSTRACT

May Fourth movement period acts as an important turning point in the mod-
ern Chinese history. After reflecting on the history’s painful lessons, the intelli-
gentsia cognized that the national character should be radically changed to real-
ize the true modernization. Aiming at this end, a large number of western theo-
ries were introduced, which ultimately grew as the ideological emancipation
trend to promote the freedom of thought at that time. Such new thought trend
spread from the external to the inner of the nationality and penetrated deep into
almost everybody’s soul, which awoke the people and led to the great change in
modern Chinese society. Therefore, the new thought trend of May Fourth period
absorbed the intelligentsia and arose many research. However, almost all of the
former research mainly focused on the significance of the spreading of new
thought trend but neglected the spreading process, in particular the behaviour
agent who responsible directly to such spreading and the relevant agent behav-
iour mechanism. Such status ignites the present research. Principally, the author
investigated the contribution of the elementary and secondary educators to the
spreading of the new though trend in this thesis. Technically, the Marlene Teske
field of mass communication theory was largely utilized to conduct the investiga-
tion.

This study reveals that

1. The limited effect range of the Elite’s Group make the elementary and
secondary educators, who contact extensively the students and therefore the
people connected to the students, must be the mainstay to spread the new
thought trend.

2. The subjective desire of the elementary and secondary educators urges
themselves to spread the new thought trend.

3. The broad and deep connection among the elementary and secondary ed-
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ucators ensures that the resultant force can be developed to spread the new
thought trend quickly and robustly.

The irreplaceable contribution of the elementary and secondary educators,
who are commonly thought to be not social elite but ordinary people, further

verifies the truth of “People make history” .
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