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The Mind of an Adherent : The Art of Pu Xinyu

Pu-ru (1896-1963), also known as Pu Xin-yu, was a member of the Manchu Aisin Gioro clan, the ruling
house of the Qing Dynasty. He was born in Beijing, his grandfather, Yixin, Prince Gong, being a famous
statesman in charge of foreign affairs for the Qing government. In childhood and young adulthood, Pu Xin-
yu received strict trainings in social codes and cultural cultivation and went to Europe for further studies.

He has been widely known for his poetry, writings, calligraphy, and paintings.

As a descendent of Qing ruling house, Pu felt the changing of time deeply, which can be seen though his
seal mark, “Heir of Old Kings.” While suffering from reversal of fate, Pu still persevered in his study of
ancient Chinese poetry and classics, resulting in the publication of dozens of academic monographs. As a

writer and poet, Pu also wrote about his experiences of Taiwan.

Pu has been admired as a great painter and calligrapher. He began emulating ancient works in his
childhood. While he did not study with any famous painter, he did learn a lot from the paintings in his
family collection. With the cultivation of the imperial family and extensive reading and writing, Pu
established a special style of clarity and elegance. His works of calligraphy and painting are embodiment

of his solid understanding of literature and art and an honest expression of his personal experiences.

Pu was elected as member of the National Assembly. However, as the social situation worsen, he went
to Shanghai first and then came to Taiwan. Afterwards, he was invited by Liu Zhen to teach in the
Department of Fine Arts, National Taiwan Normal University. He published Han Yu Tang Treatise on
Painting and Calligraphy and won the first award of arts from the Ministry of Education. His art of painting
and calligraphy won critical acclaims in Taiwan and he had several exhibitions in Hong Kong, Japan, and
Korea. In 1959, NMH organized an exhibition for Pu Xin-yu and presented about 300 works. Currently
there are more than 200 works of Pu Xin-yu in the NMH collection and they have become an important

resources for the study of Pu Xin-yu's art.

After the fiftieth anniversary of Pu Xin-yu's passing, there has been several memorial exhibitions and
relevant publications, reviewing and consolidating the artistic achievement of Pu Xin-yu. Viewing his
works is like knowing the artist himself, feeling his personality and cultivation. The year 2015 marks the
sixtieth anniversary of the founding of NMH. We select more than 300 sets of Pu's works from NMH
collection and from local and international collectors, covering Pu's poetry, writing, calligraphy, and

paintings. This exhibition is designed as a retrospective on his artistic achievement and we also publish a

i

Director, National Museum of History

catalogue to provide further materials for the study of Pu Xin-yu.
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“Last brushstroke of Chinese literati paintings.” This is not a mere compliment but a true evalution of

and respect to Mr. Pu Xin-yu and his role in Chinese painting of the 20th century.

Pu Xin-yu (1896-1963) was a member of the Manchu Aisin Gioro clan, the ruling house of the Qing
Dynasty. After the end of Qing dynasty, he often left a seal mark “Heir of Old Kings”~ on his works,
showing his feelings about his personal experience. While Pu had great achievements in poetry, calligraphy,
and painting, he put greater emphasis on his researches on the Chinese classics. He once said that great
art comes from elevated personality and great personality comes from extensive reading. He has several
academic publications on Chinese classics and a study of paintings, Han Yu Tang Treatise on Painting and

Calligraphy.

Pu's artistic achievement in painting and calligraphy derives from his emulation of works by past masters
and from his wide-range reading of classical Chinese literature. He is famous for landscape paintings and
had already won great respects in the artistic circle in Beijing in 1930. Besides landscape painting, Pu
also mastered other subjects of ink painting. He began his teaching career in Beijing and later continued
teaching in National Taiwan Normal University in Taipei. Many of his students have turned out to be great
masters of painting and calligraphy. Through him, the tradition of Chinese scholar continues to grow into

an important cultural heritage.

The year 2015 marks the 60" anniversary of NMH. In 1959, the first exhibition to mark the opening
of National Gallery on the 2nd floor of NMH was a solo exhibition of Pu Xin-yu. It is therefore very

th

significant to celebrate the 60" birthday of NMH with another special exhibition of Pu Xin-yu that

highlights his achievement in poetry, calligraphy, and painting.

I would like to express my appreciation to the staff in NMH for their efforts in putting this exhibition
together. I would also like to thank all the collectors who provide their treasured collection to be shown
in this exhibition. Our Association is honored to participate in this exhibition as well as in the memorial
exhibition of Chang Dai-chien in NMH. Chang and Pu, we can safely say, form the two pillars of modern

Chinese ink painting. I wish this exhibition smooth and successful.

Chiang Yu-hsin
President
Chinese Culture and Fine Arts Association
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In the circle of modern and contemporary painting, there are many masters. For the many subjects of
paintings, such as landscape, figure, bird, flower, and animal, who can master them all? Facing the
challenges of modernization and Western culture, who can cultivate a solid foundation of traditional
studies while express personal thoughts and feelings? The only one who can call himself the inheritor of

the tradition of painting is Pu Xin-yu.

An offspring of Qing imperial family, Pu has received traditional scholarly training since youth and seen all
ancient works of painting and calligraphy in imperial collection. Without formal teacher, he trained himself
in the art of painting. After coming to Taiwan, Pu taught in university and had many students who in turn
became artists and teachers themselves. He successfully maintained the Chinese art and culture for the next

generation.

This year marks the 60" anniversary of National Museum of History. As the first exhibition to mark this
auspicious occasion, Heart of a Remnant: Pu Xin-yu and His Art depends on the efforts of NMH staff
and on the generous help from collectors. The two-volume catalogue presents calligraphy and painting
separately and sketches for us the artistic achievement and personal character of Pu Xin-yu. The last point
is very important for us to understand Pu Xin-yu's art. For him, what is depicted on paper derives from the
personality of the artist who holds the brush. In this respect, viewing Pu's works is to feel his graceful and

elegant personality.

Pu brings the tradition into a new state and the age of literati painting ends with his passing. Viewing his

life and works in the 21st century, one cannot help but remember the many achievements of Pu Xin-yu.

Wang Sui-zhong
Vice-president
Chinese Culture and Fine Arts Association
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