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A False Cue

Years ago while attending a dinner party hosted by
some friends of mine, the hostess served a meal with this
delicious mushroom sauce. After the meal there was a
small amount of leftover and the hostess decided to allow
her pregnant cat to enjoy the treat as well as the guests.
The guests all felt 1t was a great gesture and showed the cat
was a member of the family.

The sauce was the highlight (/ "hailart / n. g4 F 6
2R 45 5 &) of the evening's topic of conversation:
cveryone commented on how delicious it was, and the
hostess beamed at all the compliments. One of the guest
commented half-jokingly that toadstools were much like
mushrooms except for being toxic, and how funny it
would be if such a culinary (/ 'kalinart / a. T 4£49) treat
were made from that instead.

As if on cue, the pet cat started crying and squirming
(squirm /skwamm / v. 3 %)) on the floor, clutching its
belly. The hostess exclaimed, " Oh my God, it's the
mushroom sauce!”

We all went to the emergency room in a mad rush,
and had our stomachs pumped after telling them we had
caten poisonous mushrooms. This was an extremely
unpleasant experience.

When we got back, the cat was lying on the floor

peacefully looking up at us, and had given birth to kittens.
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Qsar? and Her Dog

A woman named Mary with a broken ankle was
gingerly (/ 'dzindzoli/ ad. o H H ;82 F 2 ¥y ib)
hobbling (hobble / 'hobl / v. $% 47; 4 & & 42 3 47 3)
along on crutches as she attempted to walk her dog one
day. Because of her handicap, however, she was having a
lot of trouble keeping the dog under control. Finally, the
dog lunged (lunge / land3 / v. # ,4F) forward, the leash
slipped out of her hand, and the dog went running down
the street. She called and called. but the dog wouldn't
come back. Since she couldn’t chase after it, she eventually
gave up and went home.

A couple of hours later she heard something
scratching at the door. When she went to the door she
found her dog standing there with a dead rabbit in its
mouth. Upon closer inspection, she realized it was the
neighbors’ pet rabbit. She knew she would never be able to
tell them what happened, and since they were out of town
for the weckend, she hit upon a plan.

Mary took the rabbit into the bathroom., washed it
off, and blew its fur dry. Then she took the rabbit back to
the neighbors’ backyard and put the rabbit back in its cage.
She thought the neighbors would discover the rabbit dead
and think 1t died in the cage. They would never suspect
what recally happened.

Early morning on Monday. there was a knock at the

door, and when she answered, there was her neighbor



standing there. He asked her if she had seen anyone in
their backyard over the weekend.

“No.” She said.

He said. * Did you sce anything strange going on
around our house or yard?”

“No,” she shook her head again, without appearing
suspicious (/ sa'spifas / a. T % 49) . She then said, “Why
are you asking me these questions? What happened?”

He said, *Well, something really strange is going on
in my backyard. On Friday our rabbit died. so we buried
it in the backyard. But when we came back from the

weekend, it was back in the cage!”
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1.ove l.etters

Jenny Cordon was a very kind and beautiful woman
and before she married, many men were in love with her.
Many of them wrote to her. telling her how wonderful
she was, how much they loved her and wanted to marry
her.

Jenny kept all these letters. She tied them up with a
red ribbon and put them away in an old box. She never
looked at them as she was happily married; however, they
were a part of her life and she did not want to throw them
away.

Jenny had a daughter. Susan. Susan was six. One
day, Jenny had to leave Susan alone for half an hour.

"Now be a good girl,” she said. “Play quietly. If you
nced anything, go to the lady next door.”

When she returned home, she asked Susan, “Have



vou been a good girl?”

“Oh, yes, Mommy,” Susan said.

*What did you do while I was out?” Jenny asked her.

“I played mailman,” Susan told her.

“"How could you play mailman, darling?” Jenny
asked. “You didn’t have any letters.”

“Oh, yes I did, Mommy,” Susan said, “I found some
in an old box upstairs. They were tied up with a red ribbon. I

put one in every mailbox in the street. Wasn't [ a good girl?”
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& Temperature Taken

The general was confined to the military hospital for
trcatment of a minor malady. For almost a weck he made a
complete nuisance (/ 'njusens / n. R B HEBH AF) of
himself, irritating Cirritate / 'ieitert / v. B#%, 4 16 %)
both staff and the other patients, demanding attention and
expecting his every order to be followed immediately. He
was in a six-man ward rather than a private room, his
mecals were too cold or not served to suit his taste, the
light needed to be adjusted to his demands, the nighttime
activities interfered C(interfere / ynta'fia / v. F#: 4 5)
with his rest ... and on, and on.

One afternoon an orderly entered the room. *Time to
take your temperature, General.”

After growling (growl /graul / v. =&, %% ; 41 3 3 4)
at the orderly. the genceral opened his mouth to accept the
thermometer.

“Sorry, General, but for this test we need your
temperature from the other end.”

A whole new barrage (/ 'beera:z; ba'raiz / n. F 4%
#; — % $; KX %) of verbal abuse followed, but the



orderly was insistent that a rectal temperature was what
the test called for. The general at last rolled over. bared
his rear, and allowed the orderly to proceced. The orderly
then told the general, " Stay exactly like that and don't
move. ['ll be back in five minutes to check up on you and
withdraw.”

An hour later, the head nurse entered the room. She
saw the gencral with his bare rear in the air and gasped,
“What's going on here?”

" Haven't you cver scen somcone having their
temperature taken?” the general barked.

“Yes [ have. General, but with a daffodil?”
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Racial Prejudice

It was in a grade one classroom on a warm summer
afternoon.

Teacher: We are going to have a spelling competition
this afternoon. Anyone who can spell a word correctly can
go home carly. We'll start with Mary. What did you do at

lunchtime?

Mary. I played in the sandpit.



Teacher: Mary, can you spell “pit”?

Mary: P ... 1 ... T?

Teacher: Very good. you may go. Now, Tommy,
what did vou do at lunch?

Tommy: | was playing with my toy car.

Teacher: Tommy, can you spell *car”?

Tommy; C ... A ... R.

Teacher: Very good. you may go. Now Johnny.
why are you crying?

Johnny (sniff): Because Tommy and Mary wouldn't
play with me at lunchtime, just because I'm black.

Teacher; My God. That's racial prejudice. Johnny .,
can you spell “racial (/ 'reifal / a. #F 3% 45 ) prejudice
(/ 'predzudis / n. s A)"?
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