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RUE AKX Food is God

Preface

| Wang Liduan

Common people all have to work every day for seven necessities of life—firewood, rice, oil, salt, soy
sauce, vinegar, and tea. Accordingly, there goes the old Chinese saying “Food is the first necessity of
man”. Design is made for life, and it follows that design is interrelated to culinary culture, such as the
storage and the processing of food, cooking and dining, the dining atmosphere and table manner, as
well as tea culture. All things about dining and drinking are related to tableware, suitable tableware
and tea set accentuate food and tea. Thanks for the advance of tableware in the past thousands of
years, the processing and storage of food and even the marketing methods have been progressing
and have created many ways of healthy and enjoyable dining and drinking, enriching our culinary
culture constantly. In the progress, design has played a part of great importance in terms of function,
methods, style of tableware. As a matter of fact, design has never stopped the exploration of
innovation in tableware design.

This album is a collection of some designers’ works of tableware, which present rich craftsmanship,
diverse materials, and visual novelty. In these works exhibit designers’ commitment to express their
ideas with various material languages, to explore the ways to utilize in contemporary life the wisdom
from traditional handicraft and folk life, and to pursue the realm of simplicity and basics through
modern processing technology on materials. Maybe, they are just designers’ experimental works
in the current stage and a drop of water in the sea of Chinese tableware culture. However, what
expressed in these works is a momentum of the development of tableware design with the heritage of
Chinese culture, the innovation upon the collective wisdom of all times and all over the world, the
efforts for people’s home life, artistic demand, and spiritual need.

Design is a form of culture, and cultural exchange provides the best way to link up different regions,
different peoples, and different nations. The album of these designs along with the exhibitions of
the objects in China, in Europe, and around the world is in hope of letting the world know more
about Chinese culinary culture, Chinese tableware culture, and also the development of Chinese
contemporary design in cultural heritage.

Funded by China National Art Fund, these works had their exhibitions in Milan and Venice, Italy
in 2015 and will be on tour in Paris, France, Brussels, Belgium, and Istanbul, Turkey in 2017. “On
the endless journey of Silk Road are various cuisines entertained.” Through the exhibition and
exchanges, we hope to provide our audience a different reflection on Chinese culture and a visual
channel to know it, win through a glimpse of exhibits more popularity and recognition around the
world for Chinese Culture, link up Chinese people and the rest of the world, and make the exhibition
a platform to serve Chinese flavor and make friends with people around the world.
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The Road Map of the tour “Feast along the Silk Road—An Exhibition of Chinese Tableware Design and Culture”
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