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A Note to the Readers
SR

A Note to the Readers

The Wesleyan College American Cultural Center at Guangzhou University
(ACC) was established in May, 2013 by the U.S. Department of State to
enhance greater understanding of the United States among the Chinese public and
vouth by providing access to a broad variety of Americans who can introduce the
American experience and provide popular and academic background for public
perceptions of American history, literature and art, news media, philosophy,
politics, international affairs, and even American society and daily life. During
each subsequent year the center has hosted at least one major event and has
made significant progress with ongoing programming. In 2014, the ACC hosted a
joint symposium with Sun Yat-sen University and South China Normal
Universities with lectures by Wesleyan College and Vanderbilt University faculty,
and in 2015 the ACC creatively hosted an American Cultural Knowledge
Competition with various lectures by Wesleyan faculty at Guangzhou University
and Henan Normal University. In March 2016 Wesleyan faculty are invited to
present a series of lectures that drew large and enthusiastic crowds at campus.
During 2015 —2016, the ACC engaged in a collaborative project to develop and
publish a model for local/national American Cultural Knowledge Competitions,
including a book of questions and answers about American culture.

All these kinds of cultural activities and academic lectures have been
conducted on the basis of mutual understanding and benefits under the principles

of “self-reliance, self-regardness, and self-development from the cooperation”
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between the two universities, which obviously accelerated the global higher
education of Guangzhou University, deepened a better understanding of cultural
difference, and upgraded an efficiency of inter-culture communication.

In order to make full use of rich resources of ACC, we are going to select
some knowledgeable faculty at both universities to compile this “ACC Series” ,
which includes, for the first time, 8 books in different fields of American
Culture. They are: Getting to Know American Cultural Knowledge, Elite of
Chinese-Americans in the U.S. , Henry Luce’s China Complex, An Interesting
Story about First Lady in the U. S. , The Soong Sisters Studying in the U. S. , A
Survey of NBA Sporting Culture, A Short Introduction to Hollywood Films, The
Wisdom of West Point. We do hope that these 8 books can help Chinese readers
as well as American readers with better understanding of their own culture.

The great advantage of the Seventh Annual U. S.-China Consultation on
People-to-People Exchange ( CPE ) in 2016 is that the dynamism and
commitment of the many American non-governmental borganizations (NGOs) are
engaged in a broad spectrum of exchange programs in partnership with Chinese
organizations and the many Chinese citizens active in promoting peple-to-people
ties. We strongly believe that our “ACC Series” can contribute to this kind of
CPE, and we sincerly hope that more scholars, professors, experts, and
professional institions can join us in this “ACC Series” to make it more fruitful

and successful in the future.

Wesleyan College American Cultural Center
at Guangzhou University (ACC)
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Foreword

With the powerful driving force of globalization and the advent of the
Internet age, the influence of the American culture can be keenly felt in China.
As the Chinese culture is going global and the *One belt, One road” national
strategy is adopted, the influence of American culture on China should not be
overlooked. American TV shows, cinema, music and information technologies
are extremely popular with those avid Chinese consumers. However, very few
people are familiar with the origin and essence of the American culture. For
example, what is the full name of the Statue of Liberty? Why is the United
States nicknamed Uncle Sam? How did Barbie Doll become the ideal doll of all
the girls? Why are Americans called Yankees? Why is the national flag of
America also known as the Stars and Stripes? What is Apollo 137 What is the Ivy
League referred to? When these questions are going to be asked, one’s mind
might temporarily go blank without cultural immerse and knowledge of the
American culture. Therefore, it is of vital importance to know American
cultural knowledge in terms of daily life and cross-culture communication,
especially during the “U. S. -China Tourism Year 2016” , advocated by China
President Xi Jinping and American President Obama.

This book, entitled Getting to Know American Cultural Knowledge, aims at
helping Chinese students and English learners to better understand the United
Stated as a society with diversified cultures, to broaden the horizon of the
students, to cultivate their ecross-cultural communication awareness and
analytical skills, so they will be more aware of the cultural differences between

China and America. The five key modules of this book, namely political
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system, social life, literature and art, history and geography as well as
education, science and technology, provide a panorama of the various aspects of
the American culture. As a result, readers may further enhance their
knowledge, judgement, ecritical thinking and understanding when it comes to
the cultural value and origin of the American society while learning the language.

This book has been collectively compiled by the staff of the American
Cultural Center at Guangzhou University. Professor Xiao Kunxue and Professor
Lu Daofu outlined the framework of the book. Associate Professor Peng Zhiying
wrote Chapter One. Associate Professor Jin Hui wrote Chapter Two. Professor
Xiao Kunxue wrote Chapter Three. Associate Professor Chen Shu is responsible
for Chapter Four. Professor Lu Daofu wrote Chapter Five and Ye Qing wrote
Chapter Six. Appendix One was compiled by Associate Professor Jin Hui, and
Professor Lu Daofu compiled Appendix Two and Three. Doctor Vivia Lawton
Fowler, Provost of Wesleyan College, was the academic consultant of this book ,
who was responsible for the proofreading and accuracy of the book. Professor Lu
Daofu has also polished the manuscript of the book.

We are greatly indebted to Professor Thomas C. Ellington, Professor
Glenda K. Ferguson, Doctor Randy Heaton, Associate Professor Kara J.
Kostiuk, Doctor Joeseph Lease, Professor Patrick Pritchard and Associate
Professor Nicholas Steneck from Wesleyan College who helped to proofread the
draft of the book. Special thanks also go to Mr. Harvey Sernovitz, Miss Anita
Chan, Miss Courtney Collins in U. S. Embassy Beijing. Great thanks should go
to Professor Eric Wertheimer in Arizona State University, Doctor William
Brashears, Miss Angela Zhao and Miss Jessica Korinek in ACCEX, thanking
them very much for their always support and assistance to our center at
Guangzhou University. We are also grateful to ACC students ambassadors, our
post-graduate students, Miss Wang Jinlin, Miss Zhong Mei, and Miss Ding
Jie, thank them for their excellent volunteer job during the past two years.

This book provides both knowledge and entertainment to its target readers,
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who are college students, students preparing for entrance exams of vocational
schools, English majors of Television Universities, English lovers, and
contestants of American Cultural Knowledge Competitions. The book may also

provide reference to college students preparing for CET - 4, CET - 6 and
TEM -8 exams.

Wesleyan College American Cultural Center
at Guangzhou University (ACC)
June 6, 2016
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