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EXpréSsilig Surprise at Meeting
Someone Unexpectedly

Objectives

This unit is intended to help students

1. understand and use the language for expressing
surprise at unexp%;tedly meeting someone they know;

2. appreciatg the rich variety of expressions used in
such sittiations;

3. learn how.to speak on a specific topic using these
newly-acquired expressions;

4. focus on monetary units when listening;

5. improve their listening comprehension in general.

Lead-in [S-1]

We live in a small world. Wherever we go, it is
likely that we will unexpectedly meet someone we
know. At such moments, we express surprise at suddenly
meeting the person. What do we say in English to
express this feeling? Let’s learn expressions in this

unit useful for communicating surprise in unexpected

situations.
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Section One
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Section One Watching, Listening & Speaking

-

Q‘: Video Episode: What a Surprise Meeting
) You Here!

I. Before Watching S

I} Look & Talk
Think of the following questions a_nd try to answer them.

1) What do you say in English when you unexpectedly run into someone you
know?

2) Are there any differences between native English-speaking cultures and
Chinese culture when expressing surprise at unexpectedly running into
someone you know?

3) How would you act out these differences?



Suggested answers:

1) I can say, “What a surprise meeting you here!” or I can also say, “Fancy
meetiné you he'g..”

2) Yes. People hug each other in native English-speaking cultures, whereas
here in China, we shake hands with each other in such situations. One thing
is sure: there is more touching in the former than in the latter.

3) I"d have to try it out to know. ¥

S

-

Completion

The following sentences can be used to express surprise at unexpectedly
meeting someone you know. Each of them will be spoken twice. As you listen,
complete each sentence with the missing words.

1) What a surprise meeting you here!

2) Fancy meeting you here!
3) Never thought I’d see you here!

4) Where’ve you been hiding yourself ?
5) What have you been up to?
6) Certainly didn’t expect I’d run into you here!

7) Certainly had no idea I’d meet you here!

Cultural Tips
% o] iR FRA R AN E WA AR R, R e R X e
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23R Z 4L, EDUE LR RIE A P b & I R . EIRY
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T2 “WAEFEX EE FRE) 7 B AR R R IEE s R A
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FOTATRAE A FFGR AR, AMER ) =P e D h 3 SRR I KRG
a5 EPRfE BT, N B HGES M RE(function) #1535 & (notion), 4]
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I1. While Watching

Useful Language from the Video Episode "
‘F -

=

explore /iks'ploy/ vt. £ K ko)
historic town 4 T4

You look great! . 2 A& EERHE! -
mountain bike L WL B AT F

You’re on. ' =Absolutely (I agree).
hide /haid/ vi. R - N
Good for you! (v ) FH4F!

You bet. . =You’re on.

give it a try EK—TF

.

E} Watching & Observing
Read the following incomplete sentences before
you watch the video clip. Then, pay attention to

the related scenes during the clip, completing
the staterments appropriately as you watch.

1) It is spring time, and the flowers are blossoming

everywhere.

2) There is @ wooden bridge across the little pond.




3) Michael is reading @ map on the bridge.

4) Shelley is walking her bicycle towards the bridge.

5) Shelley and Michael are sitting on a bench talking, each holding a bottle of
water.

6) Michael stands up and points to the restaurant.

Watching & Listening for Information

A. Watch the video and then decide whether each of the following
Statements is true (T) or false (F).

1) Shelley and Michael happen to run into each other. (T)

2) They haven’t seen each other for a long time. (T)

3) They are travelingsto a historic town on their bikes. (T)

4) Shelley is learning Chinese and about Chinese culture while she’s in
China. (F)

5) Michael is writing a book on Chinese food. (F)

B. Nowrwatch the video again and then complete the following conversation.

Michael: Hi Shelley. What a surprise meeting you here!
Shelley: Fancy meeting you here! What are you doing in this place?

Michael: I’'m exploring this historic town on my bike.

Shelley: Cool. You look great!

Michael: You too. I didn’t know you got @ mountain bike.

Shelley: Yeah, I did. So maybe we could ge cycling together.
Michael: You’re on.
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