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Chapter IELTS Reading Information
¥ B R]E & A

When you go to university or college, you may be overwhelmed by the amount of
reading you are expected to do. You will have to do a lot of this reading on your own and
you will need to be able to read discriminatingly. This means you will need to have the skills
required to focus on the information that is important to you and to skim through the

information that isn’t.

[ 13 EEREME W AR5 o e o ERE B, W AT EAE L.

The IELTS examination tests your ability to read approximately 2,750 words in a fairly
short period of time in order to find out certain information. In both the Academic and the
General Training modules, you are given 60 minutes to answer a total of 40 questions and
each question is worth one mark. Within this time, you also have to transfer all your answers
onto an answer sheet.

HEREL B 25 A 60 3 P 22 [ 1 B R 24 2 750 ANPRIRIINY 3 R SCRE, i FLIS A0 45 45

B ZE IR [E]

Academic Reading Module 2 A 3 7% %

The test has three reading passages and each of the passages is accompanied by a set of
13 or 14 questions. The passages will be written in a variety of different styles. Generally,
Passage 1 is a more descriptive, while Passages 2 and 3 are discursive and contain some
argument.

'"“*%@I’ﬂu)‘caiﬁ Jot Je T AR S S (A AL TS0 W] SO Y ) | T R RN 0
R i S 08 S

Each passage may have more than one type of question. For example, you may be asked
to find detailed information in a passage in order to complete sentences; you may have to
identify views within a passage; you may have to understand how something works and
complete a diagram or chart. If you can identify the reading skills being tested in each set of
questions and if you have a strategy for doing each question type, you will have a better

chance of completing the Reading test successfully.
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General Training Reading Module 3% 151)I| 3 1% 4%

The test has three sections. Section 1 contains two or more texts which are based on
social situations, Section 2 contains two texts based on work- or course-related situations, and
Section 3 contains one text that tests general reading comprehension. The question types are
similar to those in the Academic module. The texts in the first two sections are more likely to
be descriptive and factual. The text in the third section may contain some argument.
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IELTS Reading Scoring H & % 1E 45
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IELTS Reading paper contains 40 items and each correct item is awarded one mark ; the
maximum raw score a test taker can achieve on a paper is 40. Band scores ranging from Band
1 to Band 9 are awarded to test takers on the basis of their raw scores.

The tables below indicate the mean raw scores achieved by test takers at various levels in
each of the Academic Reading and General Training Reading tests. They provide an

indication of the number of marks required to achieve a particular band score.
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Academic Reading

Band Score Raw Score out of 40
5 15
6 23
] 30
8 35

General Training Reading

Band Score Raw Score out of 40
4 15
5 23
6 30
7 35




Chapter Matching Headings
T B (7115 B 5 n R BT X R

F—P EAB N B

What is a heading?

A heading covers the main idea of the paragraph.

You choose the correct heading for each paragraph from a list of headings. There are
always more headings than you need, so you will not need to use them all. You will never
need to use a heading more than once. There may be some example headings too, so don’t
use these headings again.

ETT BN
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1. BRI
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Matching Headings fi# &34 1%
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FLTR i
N EFRRR :
What destroyed the civilisation of Easter Island?
Heading %17 :
List of Headings
i Evidence of innovative environment management practices

ii. ~ An undisputed answer to a question about the moai
The future of the moai statues

iv A theory which supports a local belief

v The future of Easter Island

vi  Two opposing views about the Rapa

vii Destruction outside the inhabitants’ control

viii How the statues made a situation worse

ix  Diminishing food resources

EBRRAT:
Paragraph A

Easter Island, or Rapa Nui as it is known locally, is home to several hundred ancient

human statues — the moai. After this remote Pacific island was settled by the Polynesians, it



BERREE

remained isolated for centuries. All the energy and resources that went into the moai — some
of which are ten metres tall and weigh over 7,000 kilos — came from the island itself. Yet
when Dutch explorers landed in 1722, they met a Stone Age culture. The moai were carved
with stone tools, then transported for many kilometres, without the use of animals or wheels,
to massive stone platforms. The identity of the moai builders was in doubt until well into the
twentieth century. Thor Heyerdahl, the Norwegian ethnographer and adventurer, thought the
statues had been created by pre-Inca peoples from Peru. Bestselling Swiss author Erich von
Diniken believed they were built by stranded extra terrestrials. Modern science — linguistic,
archaeological and genetic evidence — has definitively proved the moai builders were
Polynesians, but not know how they moved their creations. Local folklore maintains that the
statues walked, while researchers have tended to assume the ancestors dragged the statues

somewhere, using ropes and logs.

Z XK. ii An undisputed answer to a question about the moai

AT AR Mg RAEEREZ P, &% 1 #E H % = 4% Modern science —
linguistic, archaeological and genetic evidence — has definitively proved the moai builders
were Polynesians, but not know how they moved their creations. & B X ft #) £ & .

definitively proved #f i #% 7 # #4 77 an undisputed answer

Paragraph B

When the Europeans arrived, Rapa Nui was a grassland, with only a few scrawny trees.
In the 1970s and 1980s, though, researchers found pollen preserved in lake sediments, which
proved the island had been covered in lush palm forests forty thousands of years. Only after
the Polynesians arrived did those forests disappear. US scientist Jared Diamond believes that
the Rapa Nui people — descendants of Polynesian settlers — wrecked their own environment.
They had unfortunately settled on an extremely fragile island — dry, cool, and too remote to
be properly fertilised by windblown volcanic ash. When the islanders cleared the forests for
firewood and farming, the forests didn’t grow back. As trees became scarce and they could
no longer construct wooden canoes for fishing, they ate birds. Soil erosion decreased their
crop yields. Before Europeans arrived, the Rapa Nui had descended into civil war and
cannibalism, he maintains. The collapse of their isolated civilisation, Diamond writes, is a

“worst-case scenario for what may lie ahead of us in our own future”.

Z K. ix Diminishing food resources

BT AR AEASAREA  AERE AN EZ0MER KRN, KE
AEEARAEREALHARYE IR, FFUABENEEHEREEREZY FEE
ERETACAANNER, 57 2B EFREH As trees became scarce and they could
no longer construct wooden canoes for fishing, they ate birds. Soil erosion decreased their

crop yields. #¢ 4% %t 5 2 7 diminishing food resources.,
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Paragraph C

The moai, he thinks, accelerated the self-destruction. Diamond interprets them as power
displays by rival chieftains who, trapped on a remote little island, lacked other ways of
asserting their dominance. They competed by building ever bigger figures. Diamond thinks
they laid the moai on wooden sledges, hauled over lograils, but that required both a lot of
wood and a lot of people. To feed the people, even more land had to be cleared. When the
wood was gone and civil war began, the islanders began toppling the moai. By the nineteenth

century none were standing.

&K viii How the statues made a situation worse
M. K ¥ + 4 The moai, he thinks, accelerated the self-destruction & #
accelerated the self-destruction, & 2 Z “ fnif 7 & 2% R ", #f ju ¥ 7 # £ made a situation

worse, it 7 & statues Xt iz L E & By figures,

Paragraph D

Archaeologists Terry Hunt of the University of Hawaii and Carl Lipo of California State
University agree that Easter Island lost its lush forests and that it was an ecological
catastrophe — but they believe the islanders themselves weren’t to blame. And the moai
certainly weren’t. Archaeological excavations indicate that the Rapa Nui went to heroic efforts
to protect the resources of their wind-lashed, infertile fields. They built thousands of circular
stone windbreaks and gardened inside them, and used broken volcanic rocks to keep the soil
moist. In short, Hunt and Lipo argue, the prehistoric Rapa Nui were pioneers of sustainable

farming.

Z %K. 1 Evidence of innovative environment management practices

BT ABFE —METANbut A E, RAZEWNABZRER, REF =R
Archaeological excavations indicate that the Rapa Nui went to heroic efforts to protect the
resources of their wind-lashed, infertile fields # #) protect the resources *f fi & T & #y

environment management practices,,

Paragraph E

Hunt and Lipo contend that moai-building was an activity that helped keep the peace
between islanders. They also believe that moving the moai required few people and no wood,
because they were walked upright. On that issue, Hunt and Lipo say, archaeological evidence
backs up Rapa Nui folklore. Recent experiments indicate that as few as 18 people could, with
three strong ropes and a bit of practice, easily manoeuvre a 1,000 kg moai replica a few
hundred metres. The figures’ fat bellies tilted them forward, and a D-shaped base allowed
handlers to roll and rock them side to side.

%K. iv A theory which supports a local belief
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BT ABET AR S %W & F0 8917 ), th 47 contend, believe, on that issue,
indicate, 7 4}, #& 7% = # backs up Rapa Niu folklore % [5] T & % # #4 backs up Rapa Niu
folklore

Tea and the Industrial Revolution
A Cambridge professor says that a change in drinking habits was the reason for

the Industrial Revolution in Britain. Anjana Ahuja reports

Heading %1 :

List of Headings
i The search for the reasons for an increase in population
ii Industrialisation and the fear of unemployment
ili ~ The development of cities in Japan
iv  The time and place of the Industrial Revolution
v The cases of Holland, France and China
vi  Changes in drinking habits in Britain
vii Two keys to Britain’s industrial revolution
viii Conditions required for industrialisation

ix  Comparisons with Japan lead to the answer

AR
Paragraph A

Alan Macfarlane, professor of anthropological science at King’s College, Cambridge,
has, like other historians, spent decades wrestling with the enigma of the Industrial
Revolution. Why did this particular Big Bang — the world-changing birth of industry —
happen in Britain? And why did it strike at the end of the 18th century?

Z%E:. iv The time and place of the Industrial Revolution
f&47: Why ... happen in Britain %t /i 4= i # place; why did it strike at the end of
the 18th century ! i 4f #7 4 time

Paragraph B

Macfarlane compares the puzzle to a combination lock. “There are about 20 different
factors and all of them need to be present before the revolution can happen,” he says. For
industry to take off, there needs to be the technology and power to drive factories, large

urban populations to provide cheap labour, easy transport to move goods around, an affluent

10 -



