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Ralph Waldo Emerson once said, “[the] Earth laughs in flowers™. The beauty of
flowers bring smiles to all of us. Every flower lover dreams of having flowers last
forever. Pressed flower art provides us a way to preserve flowers to last and also
to give it artistic life. Whether if you want to relax and have some fun or you are
serious in pursuing pressed flower art as your artistic medium or your career, you
will find this set of practical books useful to guide you in exploring the wonderful
world of pressed flower art. I think you will agree that the pictures in these books
are beautiful to look at as well. For experienced pressed flower artists, this set of
books will serve as good references.

I hope that I can lead you to exploring deeper in expressing your emotions
with pressed flowers. The skills that you will learn from this set of books will
carry you far as they have been for me. The beauty of nature is the best way

of allowing you to enjoy some peace and quiet moments, no matter where you
i live and what your life style is. I hope to express a positive attitude towards
' life by presenting my art and showing the details to create them. As Immanuel
Kant explained about beauty being “an object of delight apart from any
interest”, I hope the beautiful pressed flower art will bring you pleasure.

Many thanks to my son Marcus Ching for proofing my English version. Also thanks
to my husband Douglas Ching who has always been by my side supporting.

My gratitude is also toward the World Wide Pressed Flower Guild members, and my
vast pressed flower friends throughout the world. I have gained so much knowledge
from everybody’s sharing of ideas and information. I have grown with the guild.
Through conferences, classes, and online exchanges, I have learned, explored, and
shared ideas, methods. and real pressed flowers with friends worldwide.

This book contains a little more depth on some materials. It also introduces
you to the artistic side of pressed flower art. The flowers pressed are a little
more difficult than in Book 1. The goal for this book is to let you see that there
are many ways to use a medium/material. If Book 1 is exploring the wide
variety of materials, Book 2 is trying to guide you to explore in depth of how
one material is used. It also provides artistic concepts for those who does not
have art training to understand the “whys™ behind each project design. It aims

to prepare you to create your own designs artistically. ;
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Have you ever wondered what it flowers would last
forever? Have you dreamed about having flowers
bloom from spring to the winter time?

Utilizing modern drying techniques, flowers are pressed
to dry to retain their natural colors. Pressed flowers
combine with artists’  imagination become works of

art.
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From you have I been absent in the spring,

When proud-pied April. dressed in all his
trim,

Hath put a spirit of youth in every thing.

William Shakespeare



