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This book is different from many other oral English books on the
market today because the speaking and language exercises are based
on the lexical approach. The lexical approach was developed by Michael
Lewis in the 1990s where there is an emphasis on collocations, phrases
and expressions. This is because two, three, four and even five-word
collocations, phrases and expressions make up a huge percentage of all
naturally-occurring text, spoken or written. Estimates vary, but it is possible
that up to 70% of everything we say, hear, read or write is to be found in some
form of fixed expression. Therefore, it is vital to realize that this is the way we
store vocabulary in our lexical minds. We are more likely to memorize and
use phrases rather than single words. In this book there is no emphasis on
word lists or grammar. After studying English for several years what you need
now is the ability to combine words, many of which you already know, into the
phrases and expressions which are the basis of this book.

Some of the unique features of this book are as follows:

1, The dialogues all have a main character called Li Xue who is a
Chinese student studying abroad and majoring in finance;

2. Words which should be stressed are highlighted in every sentence
which is a feature of the English language;

w

Phrases are given much emphasis and are divided into idioms,
semi-fixed expressions and word partnerships;

4. Phrases not only have a Chinese definition but also an English one
to further your understanding;

§. Language exercises are included to help reinforce the most
important new vocabulary that is introduced in the dialogues;

6. Dialogue 2 reintroduces Dialogue 1 but changes some phrases and
words for others with a similar meaning. This emphasizes the fact
that there are several different ways of saying the same thing.




ABHHELASRENERRNAEZLET, ABPRIAHENE
SHIBRUNEICHFZNON . 1FiCHFEZH Michael Lewis £
20 tH42 90 AR, BREREEERRE. RENIRBEEES
HIER. RAEMIBANAS, TERABELERHEE, HREIT.
BEERREMARIEIERE. RIENIRRAESELIET TE2HL7 . RE
FEARBNSRITEF, BEEREEERKI]BENITES AT SRILLE)
OEERmIA70% . R, SENRIFELE, FAIEMETICICAERRE
5. HOKMEFDCAILMRALE, NRFX—=+PBE., AP
P, BAFECERMEEERTGEE L. SUHFNREFS), (FRE
FENERENNRITHESTE—EARRIEFIRERXAEESD, MmXtE
ERABRHRR

FBZALASRTE, TERMELUT/LASGHE:

1. FENESER—TEZRBFTERT, FTEE—IEEIEFNF
EF4E, ZEREl,;

2. EBEEPIEAIS AENEERE, EREREESH—EE;

3. ABRETREEMEFNER, AEEEDAIE. FEERE
FEERE =125,

4. BB, RETEARERE, BEFEINRIER;
5. ESHIBYPEIBNEXNEFEINEREIL,

&. Dialogue 2 27£ Dialogue 1 FIEREZ &, B—EEEfNEEARNE
BekEiEER, RETHERENITRERASR.



| would like to thank my editor Xiaolan for her encouragement during
the writing of this book and for her many thoughtful suggestions which
have made this book better than it would have been originally. | am also
deeply indebted to Edwin Baak for his work on sentence stress and many

useful suggestions for improving the language. | would also like to thank
Zhao Jiao for doing the translation.

FH R E RSB REF R KRS EHRES T R aIs RIS T . it
RETRZEEREAMNRN, FRABFETE. FBIFEEN Edwin
Baak RTHERRS, WAXBIRETOFES, ANEBESHIEL
EHTRNEN. &fF, RERERIFARBAHNLHSHIE.




These notes for students will help you to not only get the best out
of this book but also make you think and become a better speaker of
English.

INERIE “BiEE FMNSBRRRAREZHTAS, MEESEE
fREE, NMmERIZEERERT .

Book format AR
This book has several unique characteristics that distinguish it from
other books of this type. Each of the topics has the following format:

ABEFZ X FEMABEDBNREZL . BPHE—MNEEHES
THURIR:

Usetul phrases and words 5CREN DS

Idioms 3)i&

The most important point about idioms is to understand that their
meaning is always different to the dictionary meaning of each individual
word. They cannot be literally translated and understood. This is what
must be emphasized when dealing with idioms, and many sayings.
It is impossible to speak, read, or listen to English without meeting
idiomatic language. This is not something you can leave until you reach
an advanced level. All native speakers’ English is idiomatic. Every
newspaper is full of metaphorical language. You cannot avoid it or leave
it till later.

JERERFRE: JBENENBTRETEITREENIEEE
. JERFERBFEETHFNERN . EFZIINENRSIZEEMHE
EFEEX—=. BT, . RRIERERLTEERN . IRFE
EYEHTHEFIINE, MARFRRIERTSPKFEEFFHE. i



BREANSENABSERAENIERE; EEUREETH 78
HRNES . EfXIENFIZFEE.

Semi-fixed expressions ¥ @B EE

Semi-fixed expressions are phrases where the verb form and also
the pronoun vary in expressions such as “drop someone a line”, “drag
someone into something” or “boil down to something”. So it's these
expressions which are not completely variable that are considered semi-
fixed expressions in this book.

HE—LEED, haENMAr BB RIEE R R,
4 drop someone a line (A ANE%2(58L{@5%% ) , drag someone into
something (FEHEREANLHEZE ) , boil down to something ( 3455
E=Y) . BB, BINMICXEIPLEE. oo BETRAEE
ERE.

Word partnerships 51245 &

Many English words commonly go with another word. For example,
if | say what word usually follows “generally” then you would reply
“speaking”. Knowing word partnerships will help you to become more
fluent because you will not be speaking word by word but using groups
of words. Knowing word partnerships is much more useful than knowing
single new words.

FEZEERFHESZIBRERARERINE. ik, SEet4EssE
ER7E generally [5H, A&BD AREE speaking. T EAIBRESFEIRE
RXERF, BARZETEREIAMABNYEEMERE ., EREE
BEthCiZE M MIEEIEAER.

Dialogue | 2#ti& |

This is a dialogue between two Chinese speakers or one Chinese
and one foreigner. They are full of up-to-date natural expressions used
by native English speakers, which means that you will be using the same
language that they speak.




g 1 BEERPPEAR—THREAN—MMEAZEREF . XiE
hEANFRIE L AR IMEESEN, RN, (FEFERIEEEM(E
FARYABTERYERIE

Vocabulary notepad EPEEZE
There will be some new words that you will come across in the
dialogues.

SHEREHI— L RARIERYEE .

Sentence stress O)FHiE

In English sentences, not all words are given equal emphasis. Key
words (usually the words that contain new or important information) are
stressed and pronounced more slowly and clearly than other words.
Take, for example, the question “Are you going to take the train?” If
the focus of the guestion is what the listener will take, the sentence will
sound something like “Are you going to take the train?"; the word “train”
would be pronounced clearly and with more emphasis. If, in contrast, the
emphasis is on who is going, the sentence would sound like “Are you
going to take the train?" Students need to learn to stress key words in
sentences. Of course, these sentences are the same, but we are asking
for different information in each one. Sentence stress is the music of
spoken English. Sentence stress is what gives English its rhythm or “beat”.
Therefore, all words in the dialogues that need to be stressed are in bold.

EEYOFH, FFAEREMNEHER, XEMNMEE (—RAREH
SENEEREEMNE ) BENESH, FhEMEERSERE. Eigh. vl
X/NEE “Are you going to take the train?” HNRIDRAIE SEFFTHRY
TBTEH, PLAOFESHELRE train £, train XMIAEBEWFHNESZHE
B2, NEFEMENREETLXE, BOFESHE you L. ZEE
ZoBEFSOEFETNXRE. BR, XRMOFE—EEN, BEE(]
BRNEEFRE, AMUESREEFE. OFNESHEREENNE
2, BARFERTHENDR. ABRENETEEEEMNSE EEE
Lt



Test your knowledage B RIBBELD

These language exercises are designed to reinforce the most
important new vocabulary that is introduced in the dialogues.

WEESS, FEELENNEELIAESREIL.

Dialogue 2 FBFLEE

This dialogue repeats the same message as Dialogue 1 but uses
different words. This is because in English there are many different ways
to say the same thing. These new words and phrases are placed in italics
so that you will notice them.

XHE 2 RN ERSMIE 1 186, ERERMEICEHRTE. X2
EARELTE—EREETSTENRALN . XREFHEICIEE
SRMAMRE, BEFERH.

Vocabulary extension 8L &<z 8
This is additional vocabulary which includes phrases and words
identified with the topic.

B FENE T RSEGIERANTCANRIE .
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Read the dialogue silently first looking for the
general meaning E—RBAIEXE . EBAR

Many students often read a dialogue or passage out loud without
having read it first. There is a need to get the general meaning, or gist,
first.

FEFERBEENLIZAMAFEIR. HXESAVEERAER

Recd it cgain silently looking for how to say 1t
properly B REIEXE . BENORXSERIMIZE

| find that many students read word by word. That is, they say a
word, pause slightly, then say another word, and so on. Not only is this
unnatural but it is boring to listen to! You need to speak in chunks, that is,
to say phrases and expressions in a single breath. Also, note the words
in bold because these are the words that you need to stress.

HRMRZZEEMTMIE—NEI—NIME, BZ—N, ABE
W—T, AEBET—NI. XMEEMUEREITERREEMERA
ZIR! BERZLAERABM, R, B[RS REREE
FA, FEAESELEERRTEEEA.

Look at the punctuation for clues on how to say Tt
properly KFOHSPR|LER, THRONOCERIRBDF

The punctuation is there to help you sound natural. There will always
be a short pause after a full stop (.) and an even shorter pause after a
comma (,). A question mark (?) at the end of a sentence tells you it is
a guestion and the last word will often end with a rising intonation. An



exclamation mark (!) tells you to say the last word using surprise or anger
in your voice.

MRfFSHERRERREGERR. 85 (1) EEIEREREENE
m, mES (, ) FENERER. 9FEENES (?7) HFRXE—
B, AEMEEEERAFE. BXS (! ) XPREEGRRALIRG

WSHESES.

Remember that contracted forms are pronounced in thot:
controcted form 2 FH BT E LB 1R D

| often find students saying contracted forms such as “you're” in full
like “you are”. This is wrong. “I'm” should be pronounced “I'm" and not “I
am”.

BRERIFEE you're AL you are, X2EiEM. I'm ZiE6E I'm
MAZ | am.

Recd the dialogue out loud 77 BRIRAT1E

Now you are ready to read it out loud for the first time.

PRI LS A ASBRIERERT .

Role-play the dialogue BBH)H

Role-play provides an excellent opportunity for learners of English
to practise English because it gives students the chance to act out a
role that is not their own. The key word here is act. They can be anyone
they want. It does not matter if you make a mistake because it is not you
who makes it. It is your character who does! You can totally assume the
character and personality of your part and play it to the hilt and beyond!
Your voice and actions can be completely over the top and yet it does not
matter because it is only acting. Role-playing is a safe and enjoyable way to
learn English but only if you become an actor. Furthermore, role-playing will




give you confidence in public speaking. It is not only a good idea to find a
partner to practise the following dialogues with but absolutely essential.

WFREFIERGR, AREREPHITAGHERSFIFEN—
BERe, EARILEZFEENRERE— I RETETESTANS
B, XERXREE ‘WE" , FEJUREECERNEIAE . BIfE
ETHERBEME, FABHARMICH, Ma2rnEnaeIl T ! R
UL BHIRIESnERENMBEE, FEERERIRE. 7
HWES. FBAULRER, RAXETERE. IRFETRE, Bl
EO LI — MBI NEBNEFIH %L, AERERr] LUEHMRER
HERFHERE. BT BEESFE—EEHITBFTE, XNTERME
M, MERLERN.

Tips on role-plays

1. Don't be afraid to act the part;

2. Try to get into the character;

3. Explore different voices;

4. Use appropriate movements and gestures;

5. Change parts so that you can play a different character;
6. Don't be afraid to play a character of the opposite sex;

7. Remember to stress key words in every sentence.

mEnE\GT

1. RENTBEIHUIUE;
BIRABE,;

BRI RRIES;

(BT BRI A SRR T35

. SEExEse, LIESIAENEE;
ABETIESUAS;
ICEE—TEPRXBERER,

~N OO O &~ W N



Find a partner JikE1S

You can read alone, write alone and listen alone but you can't really
speak alone. At the university where | work | see many students, early
in the morning, reading out loud alone. | admire their determination but
their English is never going to improve. Just imagine that | am learning
Chinese and | take my textbook with me. | read from it and say “Wo bu
tai mang.” | repeat this phrase several times. However, my pronunciation
is bad and | get the tones all wrong. No matter how many times | say it
my Chinese will never improve simply because there is no one there to
correct me! This is why you need an English partner so that you can work
together and correct each other. Only in that way will your spoken English

improve.

RAILA—TADR. 2. B, BRFE—T ARG EREHHLE,
BXEEHENITZZEIRE /T . HHRibII19%RD, EXEE1b{)
FERERT RSSO, BREEFITN, BRXXEFEETRE, &
iR “BAKIC" , BEREBENASEEELHIEN . FTERISZVE,
HOPYRFIEREMN, BARBARMER . XA TAREIEZ—
RERERARFS, BREMUE. RAXFHRIOESHSEIES.

Test your knowledge B R IBRE D

Many students make the mistake of looking up single words in the
dictionary to find their meanings. However, many English words have
multiple meanings. For example, the word “mandarin” can mean a small
orange or a high civil servant. If it has a capital “M" then it means the
official Chinese language. A single word on its own can therefore have
many meanings. These language exercises are designed so that you
look at chunks first. Idioms are usually several words long. Semi-fixed
expressions may be three to four words long. Word partnerships consist
of two or three words. Finally, having looked at chunks and understood
most of the dialogue, you can look at individual words.

FEZAELHERENIRTERENINER . AMFZRIESE




HEEZESE . ki, mandarin —EBEAILUE “BF" . BAILME ‘X
FEE" . RE Mandarin, BFE8XE, EisTENBERES ‘&8
iE" . BHIEAR, "EFESXRAEL. FABESHIBEIIGEF
FIRFIERAVEED : E—REF/LNEER; FEEREATEE=T
i5; EEEREEER= MR . SEETIHETINER, FERE
WXBZE, BELBEITRENEN.

Dialogue 2 FMBAEE

Now that you have finished reading Dialogue 1 and done all the
language exercises, it is time to do Dialogue 2. You will notice that
several words or phrases have been changed but the meaning is still the
same as Dialogue 1. This is because in English there are several ways to
say the same thing.

LERANE 1 RIENANESEIE, ERILFHRESINE 2 7. &4
iE 2, (FEEEREEEERERE T, EXEEEAE, NEMHE 1
1EE . XRRAREFE—EEEZHARBIREL.

Studying spoken English really can be easy, even in a fast-paced
and demanding world. All you need is a partner who you can meet up
with on a regular basis. Together, you will be amazed at how quickly your
English will improve. When you are alone, make sure you pick this book
up. As each dialogue is independent of the others, you can study them
piece by piece. Take the 20 minutes between classes to read a topic.
Read it at meal times. Carry it with you everywhere. Squeeze in a few
minutes here and there. If you practise one dialogue a day then, at the
end of 50 days, you'll be amazed at how your English has grown. Your
confidence in speaking will be sky-high and when a foreigner appears
you will have plenty to talk about!

BIEERTE. EFAZINRES, ZILMENEHLILIRER.
FREENRE— N IUEHELE. —4INEE. SREEFFEIXR



B, RENEEEAENESE . (RTLBEETAE, LUERREEIEE.
PRHNER2AERIRTZA, EMMATUNHI—BXEAF, ETE
3, RETLARIABIRE 20 DERFEI—NER, WA LAEHREN EER
AP, Bz, BHBEEEE, FASBNNERZS . NIREGXES
—RE, 50 XEMHESRITECSRENHS . HEEHMRNEED
SAKRT, BEIZIMT R LK EMR 7|
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