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1. study

1) What’s your major?
I major in finance, which is a popular subject in our country now, because it is quite

helpful for students to engage in business in the future.

2) What’s the best part of your studies?

Well, the best part of my studies, I would like to say, is that I can learn a lot of
main subjects related to my major. Since my major is English, I have learned a great
many interesting courses, like English literature, Western culture and linguistics, from

which I can really benefit a lot.

3) Do you think the subjects you are studying today are relevant to present-day society?

To be honest, not all the subjects we are studying today are relevant to present-day
society. Although we can get high scores in university, we still need to receive special
training in our internship. Of course, we will participate in social practices or do some

part-time jobs to get as many social experiences as we can.

4) Do you like university life?

Yes, I love my university life. Compared with my high school life, it’s more



fascinating. In the university, I can enjoy more freedom and attend more associations,

such as badminton association, guitar association and dancing association.

5) Why did you decide to sit for the IELTS test?

Because I need a good score for my further education in the U. K. for a bachelor’s

degree next year.
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2. Accommodation

BERRAI 57

1) Do you live in a house or a flat?

I live in a 2-bedroomed flat on the 20th floor of a modern high-rise building in the
city centre of Shanghai. It’s not very spacious, but quite convenient for my family to live
in, because it’s close to the transportation hub.

2) Which is your favorite room in your home?

My favorite place is my own room which is simply-decorated. but quite comfortable
for me to live in. It’s south-facing, so the whole room will be exposed to sunshine if I

curl up the curtain.

3) How do you think this room (your favorite room) could be improved?

I wish that there would be a balcony where I could enjoy beautiful night views.

4) Are the transport facilities to your home very good?

Yes, they are pretty good. I can access to the subway station as well as bus stops
easily. It only takes me 5 minutes to get there.

5) Would you like to move to another place to live?

No. I love my neighbourhood not only because it’s clean and convenient but also
because I like my neighbours who are nice and helpful.
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3. Your Hometown

1) Where do you come from?

I come from Wenzhou, a small city in Zhejiang Province, not far from Shanghai.

2) What is the transportation in your hometown?
I think there are too many cars on the road. All the cars, taxis and buses make it
really dangerous for bicycles. There is too much traffic.

3) What do you think of the people in your hometown?

Surprisingly, the people in my hometown are aspirant and open-minded. Although
they don’t live in a big city like Shanghai, they are optimistic and ready to learn new
things diligently.

4) What would you say the best part of your hometown is?

My hometown is a small-sized coastal city in the north of China, therefore, the best
part of it is that people can lead a slow-paced life and enjoy tasty sea food. People don’t
suf fer from heavy traffic in the rush hour, because most of them can go to work on foot

or by bicycle.

5) Has your hometown changed much in the past few years (e. g. the past 10 to 50 years)?

Generally speaking, my hometown has changed dramatically in the past few years.
Today, there are more high-rise buildings than there were 20 years ago. People are much
more open-minded than they used to be.
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4 Birds

1) Do you like birds?

Yes, I love birds, especially flamingos which have fantastic colours. Interestingly,
they like standing on one leg when they are sleeping.

2) Are there many birds near your home?

No, there are not many birds near my home, since I live in the city centre. If I walk

around my neighbourhood, I can simply see some sparrows and pigeons.

3) Do any birds have any particular significance in your country?
Yes, some birds have special meanings. For example, the crane is the ancient
symbol for longevity because of its exceptionally long life span, and the magpie is a

powerful symbol to attract the joy associated with marriage and children.

4) Do you think birds should be protected? (Why?/ Why not? How can they be protected?)
I think every creature deserves a chance to live its life. Humans are constantly
exploiting birds for medicinal purposes and it’s very common for people to eat wild birds

in some places. I really think wild birds should be protected because they play important
roles in the ecosystem.

5) Do Chinese people like raising (or, keeping) pet birds?
Yes, they do. In China, there are streets just for selling birds and bird cages. People
make parrots as their pets. They are great companions for the elderly.



™
i iC

flamingo /flo'mingeu/ XA &

‘sparrow /'sperov/ | KE

pigeon /'pidsmn/ wr
longevity /lon'dgevii/ k&%
long lifespan  kAeAM
P o o T
exploit /ik'splott/ AR

ecosystem /'ikewsistom/  AAA%
_companion /kem'peenjon/ ML

I5. Clothes

1) What kinds of clothes do you like to wear?

I would like to wear informal clothes, such as T-shirts and jeans, which are more
comfortable to wear and most of which are made of cotton, so I can sireich myself
freely.

2) Do you think clothes are important to people? (Why?/Why not?)
Yes, although we can’t judge a person simply by his or her clothes, we may learn a

person’s personality, profession, social status and age from the clothes he or she wears.

3) Do you think employees in a company should wear a uniform?

To some extent. 1 think employees in a company should wear a uniform which
represents their corporate culture. What’s more, employees don’t need to be worried
about what they should wear every day when they wear a uniform. However, uniforms

should not be too dark or too serious.

4) Do many people (in China) follow fashion?
No, not really. A few young people follow fashion, because they think that they
should wear stylish and trendy clothes; otherwise, they will be out of date.

5) Do you think your taste in fashion will be the same when you are old?

No, I guess it will be different. People need to wear different kinds of clothes
according to their age. When I grow old, I may try wearing more comfortable clothes
suitable for my age.
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{ 6. Collecting

1) Does anyone in your home collect anything?

No. I used to collect stamps in my primary school where a great amount of students
collected various stamps because of the popularity of writing letters at that time.
However, with the development of modern communication tools, people write letters

much less than ever before. Therefore, I gave it up in my high school.

2) Do a lot of people in China collect things and what do they collect?

Frankly, I don’t know whether a lot of people in China collect things or not. I guess
many people still have their own collections out of interest. Some of them may collect
coins, antiques, autographs, old photo records, etc.

3) What are the benefits of collecting?

There are plenty of benefits of collecting. Some people collect things only for the
sake of holding sentimental value , having fun or furnishing their home. However, some
others who deal in the buying and selling of antiques want to buy low and sell high to

€arn moncey.

4) Have you ever collected anything?
Yes, I have. I used to collect stamps when I was a primary school student. At that

time, I collected all the stamps from my parents when they received letters.
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5) If you had a lot of money, what would you like to collect?
Well, I guess I would collect sneakers, especially basketball shoes. I’'m a big fan of

Kobe Bryant, and I wish I could collect all the shoes Kobe has endorsed.
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7. Computers

1) Do you use computers very much?
Yes, I do. I could not live without a computer since I basically need it for getting the

latest information from school and for entertainment purposes.

2) When did you start using computers?
The first time I started using a computer was 10 years ago when I was only 8. At that

time, my father just taught me how to play some simple electronic games.

3) How did you learn to use a computer?

At the beginning, I learnt from my father at home. And then I learnt from our
teacher at school. After I had a computer in my home, I started to use it more
frequently, and a lot more relevant skills and techniques have been soon picked up since
then.

4) Have computers changed (or, influenced) your life in any way? (If yes, how?)
Yes. In my class, students all focus on laptops, writing notes, looking at

PowerPoint and surfing the web. It is different from how we studied 10 years ago.
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5) Do you think there are any disadvantages (or, drawbacks) to use computers?
Yes. On the Internet, any violence, untrue news report, or pornography could be
accessible to everybody. And it will make your muscle sour if you use a computer in office

or at home for a long time.
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78. Dance

1) Do you like to dance? (Why?/Why not?)

Yes, I am crazy about it. Dancing is a good way to relieve my stress.

2) Have you ever learned to dance?

Not yet. I want to learn to dance but I have no idea what kind of dance style I
should start with.

3) What kinds of dance do Chinese people like?

Chinese people like many different kinds of dance, e.g. , some of them prefer
traditional dance, while others prefer modern dance like tango, hip hop and pole dance.
Recently, pole dance is quite fashionable among white-collar workers. They think it is
very cool and a good way to keep shape.

4) Is there much difference between traditional dance and modern dance? (If yes, what?)

To be honest, I don’t know much about them. It is said that most traditional dances
are related to labor production or life. Dancers may use some special props, such as fans
and handkerchiefs. However, modern dance refers to ballet. jazz, hip hop and so on.

5) Do old people in China like the same kinds of dance as young people? (Why?/Why not?)

No, as far as I'm concerned, old people and young people like different kinds of
dance. Take my grandparents for example, they love traditional dance like waist drum
dance. But many young people like fashionable dance like pole dance, hip hop and so
on.
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©9. Drawing (or, Painting)

1) Do you like drawing (or, painting)?
Yes, I do. When I was a child, I was crazy about painting. I once dreamed of

becoming a painter one day. However, I have gradually lost interest in painting recently
because I am busy with my studying and do not have free time for painting.

2) Have you ever learned to draw (or, paint)?

Yes, I have. I learned to draw ink and wash painting in my primary school where
there were many interest groups for us to join. However, I had to give it up when I
entered my junior middle school because I had mountains of homework to do after school.

3) What do you think some of the benefits for children from drawing (or, painting) are?

Children can benefit a lot from drawing. At first, it can enrich their lives. You
know, nowadays children have not much time to gef close to nature ., so drawing is a way

to help them discover in themselves a greater awareness of the beauty of nature.

4) Do you think a person can teach himself or herself how to draw (or, paint)?

It depends on how hardworking this person is. After all, drawing is not an easy job. The
person needs appropriate materials and good methods, and most importantly, he or she should
never give up.

5) Is painting an important subject at school in China?

No, not really. Painting is only a minor subject. Students normally have one
painting lesson per week.
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:10. Films

1) Do you like seeing films?

Yes, I like action movies best, because their visual and sound ef fects are extremely
impressive.

2) Do you prefer to see films in a cinema or at home? (Why?)

I prefer to see films at home. Seeing films in a cinema is so expensive and it takes a

long time to get there. It is a lot more comfortable to see films at home and I can pop my
own popcorn.

3) What types of film do you like?

I like films with great suspense and fear. So horror movies and thrillers are good
choices for me. Also some science fiction movies or action movies with great visual and
sound effects are awesome.

4) Who are the main audience in the cinema, children or adults?

Well, both children and adults are keen on cinema, for it is a place for people to
have fun. When friends watch films together, they feel relaxed.

5) Have you ever watched foreign films?

I love foreign films. Most Chinese movies are really dull and lack many things that
could attract the audience.
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