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Foreword

Macao plays a unique role in modern Chinese history. Not only was it a major window on the world
for China, but an important entry port for Western culture. Classic and contemporary, of both the
East and of the West, ethnic harmony, varied architecture, this is diverse Macao!

Despite rapid internationalization, incredibly fast pacedurban development and frequently changing
street views, the city maintains its characteristics of “small yet beautiful”, and Macao people are
still as hospitable as their ancestors a hundred years ago.

I am honored to have had the opportunity to be substantially involved in the process of the transfer
of Macao back to the motherland for eight consecutive years, and am deeply impressed by the
beauty of the city and the kindness of its people. Even though I have been back in Beijing for some
years, the streets of the old town, the historical heritage, scenes of Chinese culture such as morning
Tai Chi exercise, lion dance, Cantonese opera, and celebration and funeral customs, are still fresh in
my memory.

It was my privilege to meet Mr. Kai Chon Chan (Chen Jichun) in Macao. His practice of relentlessly
pursuing improvement makes him a typical Macao citizen. During his early years of study in
Portugal, he began pencil sketching local urban scenes. Later, he drew the Sacré-Cceur Basilica
(Basilique du Sacré-Cceur) amidst the evening street lights in Paris, Venice canals in the morning
mist, Kinkaku-ji under the blazing Kyoto sun, and Edmonton churches in the snow and chill of
northern Canada—depicting the lovliness of foreign architecture. Nonetheless, the major focus of his
work is Macao. He well knows the history of his hometown, allowing him to see the fascinating and
poetic Macao in daily life and scenery. This enriches his art with strong humanistic feelings. In the
office of “Macao Economic and Cultural Delegation in Taiwan”, Macao Special Autonomous Region
(SAR) government places his art work on the wall as the designated photography background.



Chan pays attention to the details in his art work as a result of his enthusiasm for traditional Chinese
paintings; yet, he focuses on its wholeness, and adopts the use of light and shade from Western
style painting. His work reflects the aesthetic tastes and emation of our time, accurately reflects the
amazing sights of Macao, and captures many precious moments. It certainly is a true record of the
cultural landscape after the transfer back to China that must be recommended and shared.

Luo Xianyou
December, 2015, Beijing
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