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Preface

Old buildings commemorate a city in a tangible way, embodying profound history and culture.

Built in the 1920s and 1930s, old exotic and charming Shanghai dwellings in elegant styles and shapes, sym-
bolize the metropolis in unique ways. They are of many classifications: houses of stone, modern high-rise apartment
buildings, free-standing ganden villas, row housings,row houses, new-style lane and alley dwellings, modern apart-
ments, homes with verandas, free-standing villas with garths. Shanghai deserves the name “Museum of Historic
Buildings”.

Bom in Shanghai, I spent my childhood in a home near Cité Bourgogne Stone House. After growing up, I stud-
ied and worked in old Shanghai because I was especially fond of its grace. Western houses there date back to early in
the last century; I as an interested artist, | have dedicated myself to documenting this specialty of Shanghai.

So I have presented the “restored” view as close as possible with the help of sketching, photographing, visual
inspection, memory, pictures and written records. No matter rain or scorching heat, I insisted on getting a first-hand
view and presenting sketches true to the original buildings. Human landscapes of the times are artistically included,
unnecessary are objects left out, and people, animals, plants and vehicles added to enliven the background. By doing
50, the sketches help the viewers reminisce about the past and the stories behind every garden house.

I have been painting in my leisure for the past 13 months, enjoying and savoring all the pleasure that exploring
these old houses offers me. Most of the sketches herein present an objective natural view, while a few of them are sub-
ject views like dreams from my childhood. Whatever the method, I am committed to displaying the past and present
of old foreign-style buildings in Shanghai, presenting an artistic restored view of history so as to enable the reader to
experience the mystery of the breathtaking changes in the old city over the century.

Now the sketches are finished. The appeals of garden houses presented here are to stay. I hope that my memory
of the old city and its Western style houses provide you a visual feast and take you with me on a spiritual journey.

Hu Jiakang
March 13,2014
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Former Residence of Wu Guozhen

After China won the Anti-Japanese War in 1945, Wu Guozhen served as mayor of Shanghai.
Address: No. 201, Anfu Road.

N



(&A=#7132 %)

BRI o AR M T =/ \UE (1559) ¥4 “%iE". HEdhsr, &, %, &, Bl hiE—pvH
4, Foor LT r [ vy R A A R KA
Yu Garden

This garden fully demonstrates the architectural style and design of the Chinese classical gardens.
Address: No.132, Anren Street.
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