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PREFACE
3rd Edition

Silviculture, as an academic subject, is the main branch of forest science. The publica-
tion of a new edition of the silvicultural textbook is always an announced event in the system
of forestry education. Since 1949 | the development of silvicultural practices has promoted the
growth of silviculture discipline and the writing of the textbook. The first afforestation text-
book was compiled in 1961 and it was revised twice at the beginning of 1980s and 1990s, re-
spectively. Because the concepts and scopes of the discipline have been modified, the Chi-
nese name of silviculture discipline has been changed from Afforestation to Silviculture in the
early 21th century. Then the first texthook with the title of Silviculture was published in 2001
after adjusting the structure and enriching the contents. Subsequently, the textbook, as the
general higher education “11th Five Year” national planning materials, is completed the sec-
ond edition in 2011. The revision of the third edition is carried out as “12th Five Year” ordi-
nary higher education undergraduate national planning textbook.

Forestry in China and silviculture technology at home and abroad have gone through
some changes since the publication of the 2011 edition five years ago, especially the basic
sciences closely related to silviculture. The textbook needs to adapt to these changes. The
main features of this revision are; (1) to make full use of the latest achievements of basic
disciplines especially those of ecological sciences and to link with the national forestry activi-
ties to make the system of silviculture disciplines more perfect; (2) to grasp and deal with
the relationship between theory and practice, using theories of basic disciplines but not sim-
ple reference and paying attention to practice but avoiding detailed descriptions in practical
operations; (3) to extract the nursery design and afforestation design from the corresponding
sections to form the Part 5 because the importance of design in silviculture.

The structure of current edition follows the principles of combing the theory with practice
and comprehensive application in forestry engineering projects. The science and technology

are developing very fast for recent decades and the curricula in high education is expanding
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also quite rapidly to meet the demand of wider specialties. We wish the teaching process of silvi-
culture may advance in accordance with such sequence as it is in this textbook. But for those ac-
customed to other types of arrangement the sequence of chapters may easily be readjusted by each
own preference.

The number of teachers to participate in this revision has been reduced compared with the
previous edition. This team is still consisted of experienced instructors as wells promising young
scholars with a wide geographic representation. The division of this revision is as follows: chief
editors Zhai Mingpu ( chapter 3 ) and Shen Guofang (introduction and chapter 1) ; deputy editors
Ma Lvyi (chapter2, 9, 11, 12), Cao Fuliang ( chapter 10) , and Zhao Zhong ( chapter 15, sec-
tion 3 in chapter 16). The division of other editorial board is; Dong Jianwen ( section 5 in chapter
16, sections 7 —8 in chapter 17) , Fang Shengzuo ( chapter 13, section 4 and section 6 in chapter
16), Guo Sujuan (chapter 5), Jia Liming ( chapter 4, 7, 8, sections 1 —2 in chapter 16, sec-
tions 5 —6 in chapter 17) , Li Shidong (sections 1 —4 in chapter 17), Liu Yong (chapter 6) ,
Peng Zuodeng ( chapter 14 ).

It took just more than a year to compile this textbook. Because of the limited time, different
writing styles and levels, the structure and contents of the textbook is still far from perfect. Any

constructive comments and suggestions from readers are highly welcomed by us.

editor
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