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Summary

In this volume are included records or outlines of some of the author’s
philosophical lectures, and those parts that are philosophically interesting in the
author’s correspondence with his friends. All these are published here for the
first time.

Answers to Questions on Dialectical Materialism was formed roughly in the
same period when How ro Know the World . a book included in Volume 9. was
written. From this Answers we can see the author’s understanding and
elaboration of Marxist philosophy in middle 1950s, and his talent for dealing
with difficult points and key points in philosophical teaching. From his
systematic lecturing on dialectical materialism in middle 1950s. through his
work as one of the editors-in-chief of a textbook on Marxist philosophy in early
1960s, to his writing of Three Discourses on Wisdom in his last years, the author
never stopped his effort to elaborate and develop Marxist philosophy in
connection with the traditional culture of our nation, scientific and
technological achievements in this century, and practical demands of our times.
This Answers and some of other lectures published here make it easy for the
readers to know the author’s efforts and thinkings in this aspect.

The development of the author’s philosophy was deeply influenced by Jin
Yuelin. one of his teachers. In his last ten years, the author spent much effort
to review Jin Yuelin’s philosophical heritage. In his lectures to his doctoral
students and young teachers on Jin's books he reevaluated Yin's philosophical
contributions and. on this basis, summarized his own work. Outlines of
Lectures on Jin Yuelin’s “ A Theory of Knowledge” and Lectures on Jin Yuelin's

* A Treatise on Dao” published in this volume tell us the main content of these
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lectures.

Almost all letters published here were written in 1980s and 1990s. This is
exactly the period in which the author wrote his books on history of philosophy
and his Three Discourses on Wisdom. Readers of these books might find

something interesting and illuminating in these letters.
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